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the probable approach of this disease a yerj extensive cor- 
respondence has been carried on between this Board and 
Local Boards throughout the State, by means of which we 
have been placed in possession of a mass of information 
that cannot fail to be of great value should we be called 
upon to deal with Cholera in any part of the State. 

For the purpose of giving place to as much of this cor- 
respondence as possible we have made very extensive ex- 
tracts therefrom, to accompany this report, as containing 
valuable matter for future reference. So extensive indeed 
these extracts have been that as originally prepared for 
publication they would probably have filled the limits as- 
signed to this report, and even after such abbreviation as 
has been deemed proper they still occupy a large share of 
the allotted number of pages, to the exclusion of all special 
papers. We may here say of this correspondence generally 
that it shows such marked advance in sanitary administra- 
tion during the past year as could only be expected under 
the stimulus given by the anticipated advent of some special 
epidemic. The Board earnestly urges the continuance of 
such work upon all, health authorities and private citizens 
alike, again reminding them that, while the prospect that 
Cholera will yet come to us may be and is a sufficient reason 
for unrelaxing effort, the work done for its prevention will 
still be abundantly rewarded even though it should never 
come, by the effect of such work in decreasing the preva- 
lence and mortality of other diseases which are constantly 
with us, and which are in the aggregate vastly more de- 
structive of human life. 

CHOLERA CONTINGENT FUND. 

In accordance with the recommendation of this Board the 
last Legislature made an appropriation for a contingent 
fund which should be available for the prevention or control 
of Cholera in this State should it unfortunately reach this 
country. The fund so provided is still intact but remains 
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available for use during the year 1886, should the emergency 
contemplated in its provision unhappily come upon us. The 
appropriation of such a fund was not peculiar to Wisconsin^ 
similar actions having been taken by the Legislatures of 
several other States. Such action is in itself a signal publicr 
recognition of the estimate put in recent years upon Pre-^ 
ventive Medicine, and in a certain sense Preventive Medi- 
cine is upon trial in this country, both in the prolonged effort 
to avert the march of Cholera, and in the more recent 
attempts to prevent the introduction of Small Pox, into the 
United States. It is scarcely possible that either disease can 
be wholly kept out by the exercise of either national or 
state authority, or of both combined, but by their unremit- 
ting vigilance, aided by the prompt and hearty co-operation? 
of local Boards of Health, and private citizens, every one of 
whom has a direct and vital interest in the matter, either 
one may be effectually controlled, and prevented from be- 
coming epidemic, a proposition, the truth of which has been 
demonstrated in Wisconsin as regards Small Pox within the 
last three months. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASE AMONG ANIMALS. 

In our last report the attention of your excellency and of 
the Legislature was called to the numerous cases of conta- 
gious disease among animals existing in, and reported from 
various parts of the State, and to the desirability of making 
some provision for the appointment of a State Veterinarian^ 
with authority to investigate such cases, and to take the 
requisite steps for the restriction and control of such disease 
among animals as should be found to be contagious. A law 
containing such provisions and others by virtue of which 
partial compensation is made for animals destroyed by order 
of the State Veterinarian was enacted by the last Legislat- 
ure, and since that time numerous requests for the services 
of that oflBcer have come to this Board, the impression ap- 
parently being that his services can only be obtained 
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through its agency or under its authority. In reply to all 
such requests, a reference has been made to the local health 
board of the town whence the application came, and the 
authority of that board to call upon the State Veterinarian 
for aid has been pointed out. The office is as yet a new one 
in Wisconsin, and the full advantages to be derived from it 
have not been realized, but the number and character of the 
requests that have already been made through this Board 
for the exercise of its functions bear ample testimony to the 
necessity for such a service. A special report of the State 
Veterinarian appointed by your excellency, relating to the 
number and variety of the cases demanding his attention 
will be appended to this report. 

SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS. 

A law was enacted by the last legislature requiring that "pro- 
vision shall be made by the proper local school authorities for 
instructing all pupils in all schools supported by public money, 
or under state control, in physiology and hygiene, with spe- 
cial reference to the effects of stimulants and narcotics upon 
the human system," and that "the text books used in giving 
the foregoing instruction shall receive the joint approval of 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State 
Board of Health." A large number of text books have been 
carefully examined with reference to the character of their 
teachings under the requirements of this act. Strong efforts 
have been made by many publishers of school books and 
others to secure the approval of books which, while excellent 
in themselves, have not in the judgment of this Board met the 
demands of the law, which as we understand them, do not 
call for a class of books which would mee\; the views of 
those who consider that the whole law is embodied in the 
single clause "with special reference to the influence of 
stimulants and narcotics on the human system," or yet a 
class of books which puts the legitimate teachings of science 
and experience concerning the effects of stimulants and 
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naxcotics so much in the back ground as to practically ignore 
them. Only such books have therefore received the approval 
of the Board as have appeared in its judgment fairly to set 
forth the teachings of Physiology and Hygiene, and at the 
same time and in natural connection therewith, have fairly 
stated what is true in regard to the influence of stimulants 
and narcotics. Similar action has been taken by the State 
Superintendent, and the following list embraces all the 
books which to this date have received the joint approval 
required by the law. 

Primer of Physiology and Hygiene. By W. Thayer Smith. 
The Human Body and its Health. By W. Thayer Smith. 
How We Live. By James J ohonnot, and Eugene Bouton. 
The Human Body — Elementary Course. By H. Newell Martin, and 
Hetty Gary Martin. 
Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene. By Jerome -Walker. 
Our Bodies, and How We Live. By A. F. Blaisdeil. 
The Eclectic Physiology. By EU F. Brown. 

Some of these books bear evidence of having been hastily 
prepared to meet the requirements of the new law, which 
practically necessitated the reconstruction of nearly every 
text book previously in the market. Chiefly doubtless be- 
cause of such haste, some of them contain minor imperfec- 
tions, which it is to be hoped will be corrected in future 
editions. 

MEDICAL PRACTICE IN WISCONSIN. 

In the last report the Board took occasion to refer to the 
fact that Wisconsin is gradually becoming surrounded by 
States which require of all who seek to practice* medicine 
therein, such evidence of study as may fairly be presumed 
to carry with it some guaranty of fitness for the responsible 
duties assumed, and that the absence of any such require- 
ment in this State is making it a most inviting field for a 
class of persons who cannot be regarded otherwise than as 
an undesirable and dangerous element in any community. 

We have to repeat that we consider this condition of 
things as being one which, for the protection of the people. 
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should lead to appropriate legislation. The lives and health 
of our citizens are certainly as precious as are those of any 
neighboring commonwealth, and should be as carefully 
guarded. 

LAWS AFFECTING GENERAL PUBLIC SAFETY. 

Among other matters affecting the interests of the health 
and lives of the people of Wisconsin to which it seems 
proper to refer in this report, are such as relate to the safety 
of public buildings. Hence we take pleasure in mentioning 
the law enacted at the last session of the Legislature which 
requires that the doors of all public buildings, churches, the- 
aters, halls, etc., hereafter built shall be so constructed as to 
permit them to swing outward, thus giving freedom of 
egress, and greater safety in case of fire or other occurrence 
which may make.it necessary speedily to empty such a 
building of its occupants. Another law similar in purpose 
and wider in its scope is that which requires the construc- 
tion of fire-proof, outside stairways in connection with all 
buildings designed for the occupancy of considerable num- 
bers of people, that all such buildings shall be guarded by 
eflBcient watchmen at night, that a clear and accurate state- 
ment of the means of egress shall be posted in every room, 
and that the inside walls of all elevators shall be of fire- 
proof materials. 

secretary's report. 

The accompanying report of the Secretary of the Board, 
with abstracts from the correspondence of his office, will 
give additional information respecting our work generally, 
and to it we invite your attention. Respectfully, 

S. MARKS, 
J. T. REEVE, 
G. F. WITTER, 
K. HOEGH, 
W. W. DANIELS, 
S. C. JOHNSON, 
B. O. REYNOLDS. 
State Board of Health. 
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To the Board of Health of the State of Wisconsin : 

Gentlemen: — In connection with this, my ninth report 
as your secretary and executive officer, I find an abundance 
of correspondence from the executives of local boards of 
health and others relative to local sanitary conditions, which 
it seems proper to lay before you, because such correspond- 
ence gives specific statements concerning sanitary con- 
ditions and sanitary work in many parts of the State 
in better form than I can otherwise present them. The 
presentation of so much of this correspondence as I 
desire to offer precludes the idea of publishing any 
special papers or essays on sanitary subjects, and neces- 
sitates the presentation of the work of this office as briefiy 
as possiblCr Some of this character and influence of that 
work is necessarily shown, however, in the correspondence* 
referred to, of which I may say that it shows plainly that 
the influence of the Board has reached nearly every part of 
the State, and that there has been during the past year a 
higher appreciation of, and a greater interest in sanitary 
work in Wisconsin than ever before. Undoubtedly much 
of this has been due to the opinion, prevalent among all 
classes, that this country would probably be involved during 
the year by the epidemic which has devastated some parts 
of the old world, but, whatever the special stimulus may 
have been, we have reason to rejoice in the results obtained 



* Note.— a Dumber of letters from which extracts might profitably have 
been made, from towns not represented in the correspondence presented, 
were received at the secretary's office at a date too late to admit of their 
publication. 
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and that the State has profited by the sanitary work done 
under its influence. 

As you are aware, the constitution of the Board has 
undergone no change since the date of my last report, the 
vacancy occurring by the expiration of Dr. B. O. Reynold's 
term of oflBce, February 2, 1885, having been filled by his re- 
appointment. The membership of the Board is therefore as 
follows: 

J. T. Reeve, M. D., Appleton; term expires February 2, 1886. 
S C. Johnson, M. D., Hudson; term expires February 2, 1887. 
S. Marks, M. D., Milwaukee; term expires February 2, 1888. 
K. Hoegh, M D., La Crosse; term expires February 2, 1889. 
Prof. W. W. Daniells, Madison; term expires February 2. 1890. 
G. F. Witter, M. D., Grand Rapids; term expires February 2, 1891. 
B, O. Reynolds, M. D., Lake Geneva; term expires February 2, 1892. 

The constitution of the Board being unaltered there has been 
no change in its oflBcers, Dr. S. Marks having been re-elected 
to the presidency of the Board at the annual meeting in 
January last and the following committees have been sub- 
sequently re-appointed by him: 

On Finance — Drs. Witter, Hoegh and Johnson. 

On Legislation — Prof. DanieUs and Drs. Reynolds and Witter. 

On Printing and Stationery — Dr. Reeve, Prof. Daniells and Dr. Johnson 

In addition to the above regular committees the following 
were also appointed: • 

On Leprosy in Wisconsin, Dr. BL Hoegh, 

On Adulterations of Food and Medicine, Prof. W. W, Daniells. 

On the Hygienic Status of Summer Resorts, and the importance of 
thorough sanitation in all places where large numbers congregate during 
the heated season. Dr. B. O. Reynolds. 

On the Hygiene of Trades and Manufactures; the dissemination of dis- 
ease by the materials used and by the employes; the dangers to life and limb 
incident to the use of various kinds of machinery and the means of avoid- 
ing such dangers; the employment of children in manufactories where 
dangerous machines are used, and the means of securing their safety. Dr. 
G. F. Witter. 
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Od Typhoid Fever, the causes of its extension in Wisconsin and the 
means to be used in preventing its spread, Dr. S. C. Johnson. 
On Local Sanitary Administration, Dr. J. T. Reeve. 
On Sanitary Conventions, Dr. J. T. Reeve and Prof. W. W. Daniclls. 

At the same meeting it was determined to ask the Legis- 
lature for authority to make annual reports instead bien- 
nial ones and for the issue of a larger number of copies than 
the law then allowed, the number at command of the Board 
being wholly inadequate to supply the demand for them. 
A Bill for that purpose having been prepared, it was, after 
several amendments by which it was materially modified, 
enacted into a law which provides for annual reports and 
which gives the Board about six thousand copies for distri- 
bution. 

At the same meeting, it being the unanimous opinion of 
the Board that there was danger that Cholera would pre- 
vail in this country during the present year, it was decided 
to a?k the Legislature to provide a contingent fund which 
in the event of its coming would be available for the aid of 
any community, where, in the judgment of the Board, such 
aid was needful for the public protection. A Bill for this 
purpose was accordingly prepared and after slight modifica- 
tion by the Legislature was enacted into a law, of which the 
full text is as follows: 

[No. 240, A.] [Published April 14, 1885.] 

CHAPTER 295. 

AN ACT to appropriate a contingent fund to be used for the prevention of 
Asiatic cholera, and for the more effectual protection of the public 
health. 

The people of the state of Wisconsirif represented in senate and assembly , 

do enact as follows: 

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the gen- 
eral treasury of the state not otherwise appropriated, the sum of fifteen 
thouEand dollars per annum for each of the two years next ensuing, to- 
wit, the years ending on the first day of February, 1886, and on the first 
day of February, 1887, respectively, which sums shall be for a contingent 
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fund which may be used by the governor as hereinafter provided, for the 
prevention and control of Asiatic cholera in this state, and for no other 
purpose. Any portion of the above-named appropriation not expended in 
accordance with the provisions of this act during the year ending on 
February 1, 1886, shall be available for use for the same purpose and under 
the same restrictions during the year ending on February 1, 1887, and any 
portion of the said appropriation which shall not then have been expended 
as hereinafter provided, shall, at the date last mentioned, revert to the 
general treasury of the state. 

Sbctiok 2. Whenever it shall appear by evidence satisfactory to the 
state board of health that Asiatic cholera bas actually occurred within the 
state, or at any place in the United States in such communication with 
this state, that there is eminent danger of its occurrence within this state, 
the state board shall certify that fact to the governor, and the fund herein 
provided for shall thereupon become available for the aid of any locality 
within this state already invaded by, or liable to invasion by Asiatic chol- 
era, and which snail be, in the judgment of the governor and the state 
board of health, unable without such aid to make such sanitary provision 
for the prevention and control of the said disease, as the governor and the 
state board shall deem needful for the safety of the state. And the gov- 
ernor may, from time to time, on recommendation of the state board of 
health, draw from the fund herein provided for such sums as the said 
board may certify to be net^essary, and the sums so drawn shall be ex- 
pended under the direction of the state board of health solely for the pur- 
poses herein named; and any member of the state board of health actually 
engaged in work for the prevention or control of Asiatic cholera as con- 
templated by this act, shall be allowed and paid from the fund herein pro- 
vided for such sum as the governor, in his discretion shall deem suflBlcient, 
not exceeding fifteen dollars per day, together with the expenses necessar- 
ily incurred while so engaged. The board shall annually return to the 
secretary of state an itemized statement, duly verified, of all expenditures 
under the provisions of this act. 

Section 3, The more effectually to protect the public health, the state 
board of health may make, and from time to time alter or revoke, rules 
and regulations for guarding against the spread of Asiatic cholera, or of 
any other contagious, infectious or otherwise dangerous disease by the 
quarantine of any person or locality, or the exclusion of infected persons 
or things, or by such other means as may be required for that purpose; for 
the speedy and private interment of the bodies of those dead from such 
disease; for the cleansing, disinfection and ventilation of infected prem- 
ises; for the proper sanitary care of jails, asylums, almshouses, school 
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houses, and all other public buildings, and the premises connected there- 
with; and in emergency, for the providing those sick with contagious or 
infectious disease with necessary medical aid and with temporary hospi- 
tals for the accommodation of the sick and of their nurses and attendants. 
And the said board may by order declare all or any of the rules and regu- 
lations made in accordance with the provisioBS of this act to be in force 
within the whole state or within any specified part thereof, and to apply 
to any vessels on any of the waters of the state, or to any railway trains 
or cars, or pubUc vehicles of any kind for the period named in such order 
and may by subsequent order abridge or extend such period; and said 
board, or any member or duly authorized agent thereof, shall have power 
to enter any building, vessel, car, train or public vehicle to inspect the 
same, to remove therefrom any person affected by Asiatic cholera or other 
disease dangerous to the public health, and care for them; to stop any ves- 
sel or vehicle at any place, and to require the conductor or person in charge 
of any train of cars to stop his train at auy station or upon any side track; 
and to detain the same for such time as may be necessary for the removal 
therefrom of any person or persons affected by Asiatic cholera or other 
contagious or infectious disease, dangerous to the public health, or for such 
other measures as the circumstances of the case and the public safety may 
require. The rules and regulations of the state board of health; if general, 
shall be published in the official state paper, and such publication for the 
period of ten days shall be a sufficient notice to all persons; but the service 
of special orders on any town, village or city, through its authorities or 
through its local board of health, shall be a sufficient notice to such town, 
village or city. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of all local health-boards, to^n, village 
and city authorities, and officers or persons .in charge of the institutions 

herein named, to co-operate with the state board of health in carrying out 
the provisions of this act, and to provide for the payment of all expenses 
incurred in executing the directions given by said board, except those ex- 
penses specifically provided for in this act, ii^ connection with the preven^ 
tion and control of Asiatic cholera; and in case any such local board, offi- 
cer or person shall refuse or neglect to co-operate with the state board of 
health, as herein provided, the board shall have power to execute 
its orders and directions by agents of its own appointment, and all ex- 
I)en8es so incurred shall be a charge upon the county, town, village or city 
in which, or in behalf of which, such expenses shall have been incurred. 
Section 5. All health officers, local boards of health, sheriffs, consta- 
bles, police officers and other officers and employees of the state, shall re- 
spect and enforce the rules and regulations of the state board of health , 
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made and published as herein provided, in every particular affecting their 
respective localities and duties; and any such officer, or any member of a 
local board of health, or person in charge of any vessel, train, car, public 
vehicle, institution or building, who shall refuse or neglect to obey any 
directions of the state board of health, for the prevention, suppression or 
control of Asiatic cholera, or other disease dangerous to the public health, 
or in relation to persons afflicted by such disease, or to the cleansing or 
disinfection of infected place or things, or who shall fail to make true re- 
port to the state board of health concerning the sanitary condition of such 
things as they may reasonably be required to report upon by the state 
board of health, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic- 
tion thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than twenty-five dollars and not more than five hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail of the county where such 
offense thall have been committed, for a period not exceeding six months, 
or by both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court, for each 
offense. 

Section 6. This act shall, on notice being given as provided in section B 
of this act, apply to any village incorporated under the provisions of 
chapter 40, revised statutes and laws amendatory thereof, and to any 
town, village or city in this state, notwithstanding the provisions of any 
law authorizing the formation of such town, village or city, or any char- 
ter, ordinance, resolution or by-law thereof. 

Section 7. All expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of thia 
aet, excepting such as may be incurred with direct reference to the pre- 
vention and control of Asiatic cholera, which may be paid as hereinabove 
provided, shall be paid in the manner prescribed by section 1421, chapter 
57, of the revised statutes. * 

Section 8. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage and publication. 

Approved April 6, 1885. 

At a special meeting of the Board, held in Madison, May 
7th and 8th ult., the probable coming of Cholera was the 
subject of still further discussion, and in the belief that the 
risk of a severe epidemic of that disease might be greatly 
lessened by the adoption of proper precautions, the Board 
directed the publication of the following general circular: 
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DEFENCE AGAINST CHOLERA AND OTHER PREVENTABLE 

DISEASES. 

Those who have most thoroughly studied the history of Cholera, and 
are therefore best informed concerning it, are practically united in the 
belief that the epidemic now existing in Europe will continue and extend 
until it reaches this country also. Should it do so, we have no reason to 
suppose that Wisconsin will remain exempt from it unless we secure ex- 
emption by our own exertions. These exertions will not be lost if the 
Cholera does not come, for the sanitary measures which will prevent it, 
are the best safegu«irds against other diseases also. 

Of some things respecting Cholera we may be certain. Among these 
are the facts that though it cannot originate in Wisconsin, it may at any 
time be brought to us in the persons of those affected by it, or more prob- 
ably in the soiled clothing and bedding of those who have had it. If in 
any place to which it may come it finds a soil fitted for its development, 
its progress will be that of an epidemic, striking terror to the whole com- 
munity and completely paralyzing business therein. If through possible 
and proper sanitary precautious it finds no such soil, it will die for lack of 
food in the households to which it may first be brought. Such has so 
often been its history that neither the state or municipalities or private 
citizens can afiford in the face of present warnings to be idle now. It is 
true that the disease may not come to us. It is equally true that it i s 
liable to come and that very few communities are now ready to meet it. 
To wait is to lose the golden opportunity for its prevention. If the disease 
should come it will then be too lape to commence the work of preparation 
Effective sanitary operations can be carried on now; in the presence of 
Cholera they cannot 

In view of these facts and of our advanced knowledge of the ways in 
which Cholera and other diseases may be prevented, it is the full belief of 
the State Board of Health that never before has so great a respoDsibility 
rested on both Boards of Health and on individual citizens, and that to a 
large extent the people will themselves be responsible for the presence of 
Cholera should it prevail, unless they observe such measures as are best 
adapted to prevent it, and unless they give also the full weight of their 
influence in favor of the work necessary to be done by organized health 
boards. Such measures are within our power, but to secure their benefits 
they must he adopted promptly; they must he thorough, and they must he 
continuous, A spasmodic cleaning of premises is not sufficient, but 
cleanliness having been secured, must be unceasingly maintained, and 

2— H. 
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IN THIS WORK ALL MUST HELP. 

Health Boards have their own peculiar duties and private citizens have 
theirs also, but these duties do not conflict, and each class should be help- 
ful to the other. It should be well and distinctly understood at the outset 
that such thorough work as is herein contemplated costs time, and labor, 
and money, and the question of cost should be wholly subordinated to 
that of thoroughness. What the private citizen can not or will not do, 
should everywhere be supplemented by what is done by health boards and 
sanitary organizations. The executive officers of such boards should be 
selected for promptness and faithfulness, and for intelligent acquaintance 
with the necessary work. They should be invested with ample, and if 
circumstances require it, with seemingly arbitrary pow^irs; they must be 
supplied with money to pay for the work done and they should themselves 
b© liberally paid for their services, their labors being regarded as for the 
mutual insurance of all citizens against disease and death. There can in 
fact be no real security that sanitary work is well done without the intel- 
b'gent oversight of an official vested with ample powers to compel it to be 
done, for, however thoroughly one may cleanse his own premises, he is at 
the mercy of his less careful or less liberal neighbor, who may disregard 
all precautions. Filth, foul odors, and polluted water supplies are no re- 
specters of persons, and no virtue or carefulness can save one from the 
consequences of of his neighbor's sanitary sins. 

In many cases it is believed that simple ignorance of what is needed to 
be done, and of what can be done, is the sole or at least the chief thing 
that stands in the way of its accomplishment. It is with the view of 
pointing out these clearly and as authoritatively as possible, that the fol- 
lowing suggestions are made by the State Board of Health, and their 
adoption is urgently recommended: 

WHAT THE HOUSEHOLDER SHOULD DO. 

This is by far the most important part of the work of defence from dis- 
ease, the part in fact, without which all else will, in most cases, prove fu- 
tile. In-doors, the cellar should first be looked after; all decaying and 
germinating vegetables should be removed therefrom with all accumula- 
tions of rubbish of every kind, and the whole should be destroyed by burn- 
ing, or removed to the compost heap to b^ carted away. The cellar walls 
should be whitewashed with fresh lime, and every possible facility should 
be given for the entrance of fresh air and sunshine. If it be not thor- 
oughly dry and free from odors, the drainage must be carefully looked 
afver and corrected, until dryness and purity of air is secured. The cellar 
is too often left damp, dark, and the receptacle of many things that 
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favor disease in the household, because of mere thoughtlessness. It is 
known that milk and many other articles of food absorb odors and the 
germs of disease very readily, and in this way the decaying contents of 
the cellar may find entrance into the systems of the dwellers m the house 
above. 

The wood-shed and all storage rooms next need attention, and the same» 
careful removal of all unhealthf ul rubbish that has been practiced in the 
case of the cellar, is to be observed here also. If in the house there are* 
any rooms that are dark and damp, let them be especially looked to. If 
to admit fresh air and sunshine freely it be necessary to remove a parti- 
tion, to enlarge a door- way or to cut a new window into any such room 
it will be the best economy and in the interest of health to do so. There 
are no purifiers or disinfectants that can take the place of fresh air and 
sunlight, and no room from which they are excluded can be healthful. 
Many a room has been changed from an unhealthful to a wholesome liv- 
ing apartment by such simple means as these, and by the removal of 
dense foliage which prevented the free entrance of nature's disinfectants. 

Out of doors not less care should be taken of the back yard than is taken 
of the front yard; both should be made and kept clean. All accumula- 
tions of rubbish, filth or refuse should be removed from the premises 
wholly and burned, or so disposed of that no harm to the neighbors can 
result therefrom. The condition of the drains should be examined; care 
should be taken to see that they are unobstructed, and that they are venti- 
lated by a free opening into them outside of the house. Cesspools should 
not be tolerated at all if it be possible to avoid their use If they are abso- 
lutely necessary they should be so constructed as to be water tight so that 
leakage into the surrounding soil, and later, into the well, may be pre- 
vented. At proper intervals their contents should be wholly removed, but 
during the heated season it will probably be wiser to have them frequently 
and effectively disinfected, but not otherwise disturbed. The contents of 
the privy vault should be disinfected and removed, and the vault should 
be again disinfected after cleansing. It would be an immense stride 
toward a better sanitation if privy vaults were everywhere abolished, and 
water-closets substituted wherever practicable, the dry earth system being 
employed elsewhere. This should certainly be done in all thickly settled 
localities, for in them the privy vault is almost certain to be in dangerous 
proximity to Jthe welL No expensive appliances are necessary; simply 
haTe no vault whatever, but put a large pail under the seat, and cover 
each deposit plentifully with fine dry earth or with coal (not wood) ashea 
This is the whole principle of even the most expensive earth-closet arrange- 
ments, and nothing more than this^is needed. Dry earth used in this way 
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is a perfect deodorizer, and the contents of the pail may be handled with- 
out offense, and used as a garden fertilizer. The only essential things are 
that tho earth be dry and in fine powder, and that it be used in quantity 
sufficient to absorb all moisture. 

All other outbuildings, such as barns, stables, pig-pens, cow-sheds and 
the like, need of course such careful attention to cleanliness as will keep 
them free from offence to sight and smell;* fresh lime whitewash should 
be frequently applied; the refuse should be so disposed of daily as to 
create no offence. 

But all these things being done, there yet remains one other matter to 
be looked after with most anxious care — the channel through which it is 
believed that disease germs most frequently gain entrance to the 
system, and the unsuspected source of many cases of sickness, — the water 
supply. In by far the greater majority of cases the well is the reliance of 
the people of Wisconsin, and the condition that exists in most villages 
and cities having no water supply is truthfully described as follows: In 
the ssnall area of the back yard there are ^' three holes in the ground, one 
for a cess-pool, one for the privy vault and one for the well." Each of 
these drains the ground for a certain distance around it, the area of drain" 
age differing in different soils and with the depth of the excavation. The 
well, being the deepest of these excavations, too frequently receives the 
drainage of both the others, audit is a serious mistake to believe that such 
drainage is purified by its passage through the soil It may be freed from 
suspended matters and thus rendered clear to the eye, but chemical tests, 
and disease resulting from its use, show that the water into which it has 
found its way is unsafe and dangerous. In fact the presumption in regard 
to the water from wells in all cities and villages is that it is unfit for use; 
and the circumstances of its being bright, clear and palatable afford no 
evidence to the contrary. During the prevalence of any form of 
Diarrhoea! disease, and especially if there be anything like Cholera in the 
country, no water from any well should be used without being previously 
boiled.f Boiled water is insipid to the taste, it is true, but it may easily 

* Note.— The difficulty of keeping pig -pens in a cleanly and inoffensive condition is so 
great, and they are so liable to become nuisances eren when unusual care and attention is 
given to them, that they should be tolerated only in places where the residents are compar- 
atively few iQ number or where they can be sufficiently removed from all dwellings . I 
allowed at all in cities, villages or other thickly populated localities, they should be mo s 
carefully regulated with regard t-o the number of animals kept in them and the condition in 
which they are maintained. 

tNoTK.— It will be understood, of course, that the ordinary dug or bored private well is 
here referred to, and not the deep Artesian wells, such as furnish the water supp'y for some 
of our towns and cities. 
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be rendered palatable by the addition of some acid or by beicg made into 
weak tea. 

Finally, the private citizen, having thus cared for his own premises, put* 
ting and keeping them in conditions of most scrupulous cleanliness, has 
only to insist that his neighbor shall exercise similar precautions, and to 
encourage and assist the health authorities, both local and general, in the 
performance of the work committed to their charge, in order to bring 
about the results of such work, which will be immunity from much un- 
necessary sickness of all kinds, a diminished death-rate, and a feeling of 
security that though Cholera or other disease may be brought to the com- 
munity wherein such ^ork is done, it can (if that work be supplemented 
by careful attention to personal cleanliness) find no fitting soil for devel- 
opment, and that hence its visitation will be light and its duration brief. 

WHAT LOCAL HEALTH BOARDS SHOULD DO. 

The law specifically requires the organization of such a board in every 
town, village and city of the state. To this rule there are no exceptions, and 
every board organized is required to appoint a health officer within ten 
days from the time of organization, and to report his name and address 
to the State Board of Health immediately, thus forming a medium of 
communication between the state and local boards. 

The law directs that, when practicable, the health officer shall be a 
physician, but wisely leaves it possible to appoint some other person when 
a physician cannot be appointed. A recent statute emphasizes the relation 
between the State Board and the local boards of health, and requires the 
latter to co-operate with the former. The first duty, then, of all town, vil- 
lage and city boarris is that of efficiently organizing a local board of health, 
and reporting the organization with the name and address of the health 
officer to the State Board of Health, if this has not already been done. 

The work of all local health boards should be comprehensive, and at 
this time of apparent danger, especially thorough . Slaughter houses and 
all other business establishments that produce offensive refuse, should be 
looked after with particular care; all stagnant ponds of water should be 
drained if possible and filled up; defects in the public sewerage should be 
corrected; streets and alleys and public thoroughfares should be thor- 
oughly cleaned, and comprefsensive health ordinances, requiring the cor- 
rection of all unsanitary conditions on private premises should be pre- 
pared, published and rigidly enforced. The health officer should be vested 
with ample powers for these purposes, and in the exercise of these powers 
he should be sustained not only by the health board but by all good 
citizens. 
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In addition to these things, in all incorporated villages and cities, the 
health board should provide for systematic surveys, by which every house 
in every part of each such village or city shall be visited, thoroughly ex- 
amined, and a record of all unsanitary conditions shown by such examina- 
tion made and kept for future use, upon blank forms suitably prepared for 
the purpose. Such a record should embody the following facts: 

1. Such designation of the place by street and number that it may be 
identified without the possibility of mistake. 

2. A general description of the premises, whether high or low, dry or 
damp, well drained or not, and facilities for drainage. 

3. A'general description of the house, whether of wood or brick, in good 
or bad repair, names of owner or occupants, and, particularly if it be a 
tenement house, whether over-crowded or not. 

4. The general condition of all out-buildings in regard to cleanliness. 

5. The source of water supply. 

6. A particular account of all existing unsanitary conditions, such as 
accumulations of garbage, foul cesspools, privy- vaults either full or in 
bad condition, and the proximity of cesspool, privy or stable to the well, 
if any exists. 

7. If possible, a record of any form of sickness existing at the time of 
examination or recently prevalent, especially if any deaths have occurred 
and if the disease has been of Diarrhceal, Dysenteric, or Typhoid form. 

8. The recommendations of the sanitary inspector. 

Immediately upon the completion of this in8pw*ction the owner or oc- 
cupant of any premises upon which unsanitary conditions are found to 
exist, should receive specific directions for their removal or correction, and 
a reasonable but limited time should be assigned within which the im- 
provement is to be effected. At the end of this time, if the directions 
given have not been carried out, the necessary work should be done by 
the local health board at the expense of the property. In making such an 
inspection as is here suggested, especial attention should be paid to the 
condition of boarding houses, lodging houses and hotels, particularly 
those of the lower grades, and if at any time Diarrhceal diseases prevail, all 
such establishments should be watched and guarded with the most zealous 
care, and their privies should be disinfected daily. 

But besides all this, Local Health Boards have an important duty in re- 
gard to newly arrived immigrants who frequently come from a part of the 
old world where contagious disease has prevailed, bringing with them, more 
often in their baggage than in their person**, the germs of such diseasa A 
time therefore when such new-comers are sources of the greatest danger 
is that when they are unpacking their effects, and then, and for several 
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days thereafter they should be under the careful observation of the health 
officer, which observation should also extend to any neighbors who may 
have been visitors to such family, especially if they have lent help in the 
unpacking and arrangement of the household effects. Any deviation 
from perfect health in the newly arrived family or any visitors to them 
should be carefully and 'promptly examined. Persons coming from dis- 
tricts known to be infected with any contagious disease, should be kept 
under the same careful surveillance until all danger of the development of 
disease in them or from them has passed.* 

At all times the duly appointed health officer should be invested with 
ample authority to act in any emergency. Should Cholera or other dan- 
gerous disease come, there will be then no time to call the Health Board 
together for the discussion of plans. These must be definitely decided on 
beforehand, so that what can be done and whAt is to be done, shall be 
olearlv understood . If Cholera or Small Pox or other virulent disease 
appear in a private house, it should be at once quarantined, all well per- 
sons whose presence is not absolutely needful therein should be removed > 
and closely contiguous houses should either be abandoned for the time 
or kept under the closest watch. Should death occur the burial of the 
body should be speedy and private. 

DISINFECTION AND DISINFECTANTS. 

The term disinfection is used here rather in its popular than in its strict 
sense. For cleansing premises in the absence of any specific "germs" or 
disease, the use of those germicides or true disinfectants which would be 
lecommended in the presence of such germs, is not necessary. To deod- 
orize and sufficiently to disinfect privy vaults, cesspools, drains and simi- 
lar places as a measure of cleanliness, the plentiful use of copperas or 
sulphate of iron, or of chloride of lime (as recommended by the Commit" 
tee on Disinfectants of the American Public Health Association) will be 
fiufficient. The copperas may be prepared for use by dissolving one and one- 
half pounds in a gallon of water. The chloride of lime may be used either 
by sprinkling the dry powder freely over any place or material which it is 
needful to disinfect, or by dissolving one pound in four gallons of water • 
Of either solution, a sufficient quantity to keep down all offensive odors 
should be used daily or as often as occasion should require. Fresh 
lime should not be used. Should Cholera or okher virulent disease make 
its appearance, more powerful and specific disinfectants will be required 

*NoTE— In either of these cases if it is practicable to disinfect the baggage 
of such new comers by fumiga' ing it with sulphur, it would be wise to 
do so. 
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and full directions for preparing such and for their safe and efficient use 
will be published in due season by this Board. 

The duty of preparation which devolves upon local health boards, also 
devolves upon the officers and managers of our state institutions of every 
kind. Such officers should see that a thorough examination of the build- 
ings under their care is made, and that all unhealthful conditions are 
removed. The water supply, the sewerage, all matters relating to the 
disposition of filth or refuse material of any j^ind should be inspected with 
a view to the removal of all defects, and the maintenance of the highest 
and best sanitary conditions. The same dutv is incumbent on sheriffs 
and keepers of jails, upon the heads of reformatory institutions of every 
kind, to any one of which persons in the incipient stages of disease may 
be brought at any time. The power of these officers is ample and un- 
doubted for these purposes, and there can be no reasonable excuse if, in or 
about any such institution there are at any time conditions which favor 
the development of disease if it should unfortunately be brought to them- 

By direction of the State Board of Health, 

J. T. REEVE, M. D., 

Secretary, 
Madison, Wis , July 14, 1885. 

Of the above circular thirty thousand copies were printed 
and distributed widely throughout the state. Many health 
oflScers recognizing the importance of the measures recom- 
mended, desired copies in suflScient number to place one in 
each household in their respective communities. The press 
also aided in making the contents of the circular generally 
known, and supplemented its teachings by urgent advice to 
heed them. Upon the whole no circular previously issued 
by the Board has been so widely distributed and read. 

The following resolution was adopted at the same meet- 
ing, and the secretary was directed to send a copy to the 
oflBcials specially referred to therein, accompanied by such 
extracts from the law as he deemed proper: 

Mesolvedf That the officers in charge of all state institutions, sheriffs in 
charge of jails and court houses, chiefs of police in charge of police sta- 
tions, lockups and similar places, the superintendents or other persons in 
charge of county asylums and poorhouse?, the proprietors of hotels, and 
those in charge of any and all other public buildings in the state, be re- 
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quested to make a thorough and critical investigation of all the huilding» 
under their care and of the premises connected therewith, with r^ferencer 
to their sanitary condition, including an examination of all privy vaults, 
cesspools and other sources of disease, and that they cause all unsanitary 
conditions which may be discovered by such investigation to be corrected 
as soon as possible. 

In addition to the officers particularly named, copies of 
the above were sent to all health officers in the State for 
their information. 

In order to bring together all that I have to say upon this 
topic, I may refer here to the fact that, by direction of the 
Board, the Secretary attended a conference of State and 
Municipal Boards of Health, held at Washington, D. C, in 
December last, at which representatives from twenty-nine 
States of the Union, from many of our chief cities and from 
the Dominion of Canada, were present, formipg a body of 
men whose conclusions in reference to sanitary mattera 
were of necessity of great weight and entitled to the high- 
est consideration. At this meeting the prevention of 
Cholera formed an important subject for discussion and 
the following propositions were adopted unanimously, as 
embodying the recommendations of the conference for such 
prevention: 

First, — That all surface wells should be closed at the earliest possible 
moment, and that great care should be taken that the water supply of all 
cities, towns and villages s!- all be of undoubted purity. 

Second — That all privy- vaults should be abolished wherever water- 
closets can be supplied, and that wherever the existence of such vaults m 
necessary that they should be rendered water-tight in such a manner as 
to prevent the saturation, not only of the ground surrounding them, but 
also of the materials of which they are built, and that the contents of such 
vaults should be kept constantly disinfected, and removed to a proper 
place at frequent intervals. 

Third, — That all stagnant ponds, when practicable, should be disin- 
fected, and when possible the water removed by drainage or pumping 
and the further accumulation prevented by filling with fresh earth, or 
other material free from garbage or other filth. 
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Fourth,— That great care should be exercised to keep at all times clear 
and free from obstruction all sewers, into which passes the refuse from 
dwellings, factories and other buildings, and that such examinations 
should be made as will detect imperfect plumbing in all buildings and the 
defects immediately corrected. In this connection special attention is 
directed to the necessity for the thorough ventilation of all soil and waste- 
pipes, and to the dangers connected with untrapped and unflushed soil, 
waste and overflow-pipes. 

Fifth,— T\i3X extraordinary care should be exercised in reference to all 
tenement houses, lodging houses, and in general, all places where large 
numbers of human beings congregate, that no accumulation of garbage or 
other fllth be permitted in cellars or yards, and that frequent and thorough 
cleaning and whitewashing of such structures be required ; and that house- 
holders should frequently and thoroughly examine their yards, cellars, 
closets and other out of the way places^ to see that no fllth of any kind has 
been deposited there. 

Sixth, — That the food supply be vigorously watched to exclude from the 
market all unwholesome meat; all milk adulterated or from diseased ani« 
mals; and all unripe fruits and vegetables; and that cow stables be kept, at 
all times, clean, well whitewashed and free from all excremental accumu- 
lations. 

Seventh, — That all garbage, kitchen and household refuse should be 
promptly removed from dwellings, stores and other buildings to a proper 
place, where it may be destroyed by flre or otherwise disposed of in such 
manner as to occasion no nuisanca 

Eighth. — That such material should never be used in the flUing of lots 
or disposed of by throwing the same in streets or vacant property where it 
may decompose and exhale offensive and deleterious gases. 

Ninth, — That the attention of the authorities of all institutions, both 
public and private, and of individuals as well, be drawn to the great im- 
portance of maintaining a habit of personal cleanliness in tbe persons 
under their charge, as being one of the most efficient means of warding off 
an attack of cholera, or if it has once appeared, of greatly reducing] its 
virulence and fatality. 

Tenth, — Should the cholera appear in any place in this country, the 
health authorities of the place should have immediate notice of the first 
K^ases in order that prompt action may be taken for complete isolation and 

disinfection. 

Eleventh.— Th&t all authorities of states, cities or villages be urged to 
adopt measures which will result in the amelioration of all conditions 
«uch as have been referred to in tbe foregoing propositions, with the warn- 
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ing that, in the opinion of this conference such conditions, if permitted to 
continue, will greatly promote the spread of cholera when it comes, and 
with the assurance that, if requisite measures are promptly taken to>emove 
them, the disease will be less likely to attack a community so prepared, 
and if attacked, such a community will be better able to cope with the 
disease and to reduce its ravages to a minimum. 

I may also refer in this connection to the fact that this 
board was represented at the Sanitary Conference of the 
Mississippi Valley, delegates from eleven states and repre- 
sentatives of the U. S. Naval Service being present. Dr. 
Hoegh represented this board (March 10, 11, ult.). At this 
session of the conference, cholera being under discussion, 
the following resolution was adopted: 

Be it Resolved^ That each and every health organization represented in 
this Sanitary Council hereby pledges itself to promptly furnish to every 
other organization all information in regard to the appearance of cholera 
and yellow fever, or suspicious cases of cholera or yellow fever. 

And to aid in obtaining and giving sUch information as is 
contemplated by the above resolution, it was agreed that 
the following conditions shall be held to justify a suspicion 
of Asiatic cholera, and to require from sanitary authorities 
the same preventive treatment as if known to be cholera: 

1. Any case of disease resembling cholera and attended with '^ rice-water 
evacuations,'' shall be reported and treated either as cholera or as a sus- 
picious case. 

2. Any case respecting which reputable and experienced physicians may 
disagree as to whether the disease is true Asiatic cholera or not, shall be 
reported and treated as suspicious. 

3. Any case rumored to be cholera, and respecting which efforts are 
made to conceal its existence, full history and true nature, shall be reported 
and treated as suspicious. 

4. Any notable and exceptional increase in the number of cases o(, and 
of deaths by, such bowel disorders as cholera morbus and diarrhoea, shall 
be promptly reported. 

It will thus be seen that the subject of the coming of 
Cholera has received careful attention and has been fully 
discussed not only in Wisconsin but throughout the United 
Stated. 
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Happily up to this time the anticipated and dreaded 
scourge has not reached this country, but the danger of its 
coming has not yet passed, although it is not now probable 
that it will make its appearance here before the spring or 
summer of 1886. None of the preparation made in antici- 
pation of its visit has been thrown away however, and while 
the fund provided in this State for use in case of emergency 
yet remains untouched, the necessity for drawing upon it 
will yet occur unless tho history of the Cholera epidemic 
now in progress shall differ essentially from the history of 
all preceding ones. 

At the meeting of the Board at which the circulars on 
Cholera Prevention, etc., were adopted. Dr. R. Martin, Health 
Commissioner of the city of Milwaukee, was present by in- 
vitation and participated in the discussions, giving informa- 
tion in regard to the sanitary conditions of that city and 
the measures inaugurated for their improvement. A spe- 
cial report recently made by that officer giving further de- 
tails will be presented in connection with other similar 
reports hereafter. 

At the same meeting, it being the judgment of the Board 
that emergencies might arise in which it would be necessary 
to exercise the authority of the Board under circumstances 
or at times when the Board could not be convened or con- 
sulted as a whole, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved^ That the ofScers of this Board constitute an Executive Com- 
mittee, who, in all cases when the Board is not in session, shall be vested 
with the full powers of the Board and authorized to act for it as in their 
judgment may be necessasy. 

The Executive Committee so constituted has had several 
meetings since that date and its members have been in con- 
stant communication concerning all important items of 
work done since that time. 

The Board conferred informally at the same time with 
Hon. E. Graham, Superintendent of Public Instruction, in ref- 
erence to the joint duty, imposed on it by Chapter 327, Laws 
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of 1885, of approving school text-books on Physiology and 
Hygiene. The formal consideration of the subject was 
however postponed until the semi-annual meeting of the 
Board which was held in Milwaukee June 4, 5, ult., when 
the matter was taken up and discussed at length, the mem- 
bers of the Board having meantime examined a number of 
text-books on the subjects above mentioned. The results of 
these deliberations and of subsequent correspondence with 
the State Superintendent, in reference to the matter was the 
approval of certain text-books, and this decision was an- 
nounced in the following circular from his office. 

To whom it may concern : 

This certifies, that the Text-Books to be used in the public schools of 
Wisconsin, in giving instruction in physiology and hygiene, which have 
received the joint approval of the State Superintendent and the Scate 
Board of Health, as provided by chapter 327, laws of 1886, are as follows: 

Primer of Physiology and Hygiene. By W. Thayer Smith, 

The Human Body and its Health. By W. Thayer Smitli. 

How We Live. By James Johonnot, and Eugene Bouton. 

The Human Body— Elementary Course. By H. Newell Martin, and 
Hetty Gary Martin. 

Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene. By Jerome Walker. 

Our Bodies, and How We Live. By A F. Blaisdell. 

The Eclectic Physiology. By Eli F. Brown. 

ROBERT GRAHAM, 

State Superintendent 

J . T. REEVE, 

Secretary State Board of Health, 
Madison Wis, July 14, 1885. 

Much time was given by the Board at this session to a 
comparison of views upon the possible necessity for the ex- 
i^rcise of the powers conferred upon it by Chap. 295 of the 
Laws of 1885, already referred to. Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Chynoweth being present by invitation, and partici- 
pating in the discussion by request. No formal action was 
taken, but the opinion of the majority of the Board was 
that, while there should be no hesitation in exercising to 
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their full extent the powers committed to the Board in the 
event of any emergency arising, those powers should still 
be reserved for use only in case of manifest necessity. 

Dr. Martin, Health Commissioner of Milwaukee, being 
present at this meeting also, and joining in the deliberations 
of the Board, requested it as a body to visit and examine 
the sanitary conditions of various parts of the city, and 
accordingly a considerable portion of time was occupied in 
so doing. One market place so visited, situated on Vliet 
street, between 5th and Gth streets, known as Greben's 
Stock Yards, was found to be in so dangerous unsanitary- 
condition that the following letter concerning it was adopted 
as expressing the opinion of the Board, and the Secretary 
was instructed to address said letter to the Health Com- 
missioner: 

" Milwaukee, June 5, 1885. 
R. Martin, M. D., 

Health Commissioner, 

Dear Sir: — I am directed by the State Board of Health to express to 

you its opinion that the market place in the sixth ward, to which you took 

the Board this afternoon, is a source of danger to [the residents of the 
thickly settled locality in which it exists and the Board concurs with you 
in the belief that said cattle market should be removed from that locality 
it being in the opinion of the Board impossible to maintain a cattle 
market in that vicinity in such condition that it will not be a continual 
menace to the public health."* Respectfully, 

J. T. REEVE, 

Secretary, 

LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH. 

So much of the work of this office and of the Board de- 
pends upon the efficient organization and hearty co-opera- 
tion of Local Health Boards that every effort has been 
continuously made to secure these ends. Very soon after 



Note. — From the special report of the Health Commissioner of the City 
of Milwaukee presented herewith, it will be seen that the Cattle Market 
above referred to as being a menace to the public health of that city, has 
since been removed by an ordinance of the City Council. 
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the spring elections, and prior to the issue of the circulars 
to which reference has already been made, the following 
circular was printed and mailed to the officers of all towns, 
villages and cities in the State. 

State Board of Health, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Appleton, April, 1885. 
To the Clerk of the Towrij Village or City : 

Dear Sir: — The State Board of Healih begs leave to call attention to 
the fact that the law specifically requires the organization of boards of 
health and the appointment of health officers in all towns, villages and 
cities of the State within forty days after each annual election, and that 
the fact of organization with the name and address of the health officer 
shall be immediately reported to the State Board of Health. 

Attention is also called to the provisions of Chapter 295, L iws of 1886 
by which the duty of co-operation with the State Board of Health, by all 

local authorities and local boards, is strongly emphasized, and in case of 
failure so to co-operate, the State Board is authorized to execute its orders 
by agents of its own appointment, at the expense of the locality, and by 
which penalties are imposed for failure to make reports to the State Board 
when such reports are required by it. 

The importance of efficient sanitary organization and of thoroup:h 
sanitary work at the present time is such that you are thus early reminded 
of these facts m the hope that there maybe general and prompt compli* 
ance with the law, not only with its letter, but with its spirit also. Very 
much will necessarily depend upon the health officers appointed, and the 
State Board therefore urges that especial care be taken in their selection, 
that the best available man be chosen in all cases, and that he be suitably 
compensated for bis work. Liberal expenditure iu sinitary matters, 
especially now, will in the end prove the truest economy. The State Board 
is aware that this is appreciated to some extent, and that local boards are 
already organized in many places, some of which are doing good work. 
A new circular relating to the work needful at present will soon be issued 
^nd sent to all organized boards, the object of this circular being to 
secure their organization at the earliest posssible day in every part of the 
State . 

To avoid misunderstanding it is here said that although a town board 
and a local board of health may be composed of the same persons and 
have the same individuals as officers, formal organization of the health 
boards Is made necessary by the law and should be made a matter of rec- 
ord. It is also necessary that that the board of health should have its own 
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.distinct officers, as its action is wholly independent of the town bocord, 

.and its capacities and functions are widely different from those of the 

-town board. The law requires that the health officer shall be, whenever 

practicable, a reputable physicion, but in cases where this is impracticable, 

.any other person known to be intelligently interested in sanitary matters, 

may be appointed, whether he be a member of the board already or not. 

Trusting that your authorities will cheerfully comply with a law which 

is wholly in their interests, and that that the name and address of your 

health officer may be soon report-^d to this office if it has not already been 

\thus reported before receipt of this circular, I am 

Very R?spectfully Yours, 

J. T. REEVE, M. D., Secretary. 
By order of the Board. 

The benefits and advantages of these organizations have 
.strikingly manifested in several parts of the State since the 
date of my last report, as will be more fully shown here- 
.af ter. There are at present nine hundred and forty of these 
boards which have been reported to the office of the State 
Board of Health and thirty five in addition which have 
made the fact of organization known, although they have 
not formally reported it as the law requires. Of the whole 
number of nine hundred and seventy five local health boards, 
eight hundred and seventeen only have reported their or- 
ganization for the year 1885, and from communications 
received at this office, it appears that there is some mis- 
understanding of the terms of the law. The most common 
-custom in respect to the organization of local health boards 
in small places is that of simply declaring the town board 
to be the board of health for the following year, the chair- 
man and clerk of both boards being the same individuals; 
a health officer is then appointed, and the organization is 
complete, the only formality remaining being that of re- 
porting the name and address of the health officer to the 
State Board of Health, which the law requires shall be done 
annually. In many of the smaller towns especially, where 
no exciting questions arise, and where the town affairs are 
-on the whole satisfactorily administered, the same town 
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officers are wisely re-elected year after year and, the local 
board of health having been once organized and reported, 
further report is apparently deemed needless so long as 
the composition of the board remains the same. . Thus it has 
come about that there is a number of towns in the IState in 
which it is a matter of uncertainty whether a local board of 
health exists or not, the probability being that the town 
board has resolved itself into a health board, but has not re- 
ported the fact to the State Board of Health. Evidence that 
this is the case is at times received when some special 
reason renders communication with such a town necessary; 
the town clerk is asked to for vs^ard the name and address of the 
heal til officer, and that of the clerk of the board of health; the 
reply is that a board of health was duly organized and reported 
at some previous time, and that no change has occurred in 
its membership since that time, surprise being expressed 
that anything more should be deemed necessary, and the in- 
formation conveyed that the State Board will be duly noti- 
fied of any change whenever such change is made. 

The evident misapprehension of duty on the part of many 
local authorities has led to much confusion and to a vast 
amount of unnecessary correspondence, which it is hoped 
will disappear. Health boards are especially requested to 
note that by the terms of the law they are required to report 
the names and post-office addresses of their health officers 
after each annual election. 

The following list comprises all the towns in the state 
from which no report ot the organization of boards of health 
has been received. It will be noted that it does not contain 
the name of any city of importance, while the majority of 
the places whose names appear therein are quite small: 

Adams Co. — Jackson, Rome. 
Barron Co. — Cumberland (town), Oak Grove. 
Bayfield '^o. — Mason. 

Brown Co. — Depere (town), Howard, Humboldt. 
Buffalo Co. — Gilmanton. 
S—H. 
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Burnett Co. — Trade Laka 

Chippewa Co. — Anaon, Arthur, Flambeau, Tildeu. 

Clark Co. — Grant, Sherwood Fort st, Weston . 

Columbia Co.— Fountain Prairie, Hampden, Marcellon, Pacific, Scott. 

Dane Co. — Dunn, Spriugfield, Stoughton (town). 

Dodge Co.— Burnett, Portland. 

Dunn Co.— Elk Mound. 

Eau Claire Co. — Drammen, Washington. 

Grant Co. — Cassville (town), Cassville (village), Lancaster, Lima, Mount 
Hope, Patch Grov*^, Watterstown, Woodman. 

Green Co. — Brooklyn, Monroe (town), Monroe (city). 

Green Lake Co. — Dartford (village), Marquette. 

Iowa Co. — Moscow, Wyoming. 

Jackson Co. — Alma, Garde a Valley, Millston. 

Jefferson Co, — Cold Spring, Farmington, Waterloo (village). 

Juneau Co. — Germanto wn, Orange. 

Kewaunee Co. — LuxeMiberg, Red River. 

La Crosse Co.— Campbell. 

La Fayette Co. — Darlington (town), Fayette, Kendall, Wayne. 

Lincoln Co. — Merrill (town), Pelican, Rock Falls. 

Manitowoc Co. — Meeme, Schleswig. 

Marathon Co. — Halsey, Marathon, Wausau (town). 

Milwaukee Co.— Oak Creek. 

Oconto Co. — Gillett. 

Pepin Co. — Durand (town and village) . 

Pierce Co. — Diamond Bluff, Hartland, Rock Elm. 

Portage Co.— Buena Vista, Stockton. 

Racine Co — Mt.' Pleasant, Raymond, Rochester, 

Richland Co. — Ithaca, Richland. 

St. Croix Co — Baldwin (town), Eau Galle, Emerald, Erin Prairie, Ham- 
mond, Pleasant Valley, Somerset 

Sauk Co, — Spring Green (village). 

Sawyer Co. — Hay ward, 

Shawano Co. — Milltown. 

Sheboygan Co. — Plymouth, Russel. 

Vernon Co. — Clinton. 

Walworth Co. — Whitewater (town). 

Washburn Co. — Bashaw, Veazie. 

Waukesha Co. — Pewaukee (town), Summit. 

Waupaca Co. — Farmington, Iola» 

Waushara Co. — Bloomfield, Saxville, Warren. 
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W innebago Co. — Nekimi, O^hkosh (towu). 

Wood Co. — Centralia, Milladore, Rudolph, Saratoga, Sigel. 

The whole number of towns in .the above list is one hun- 
dred and eleven, forty- one less than the number given in the 
last report. Some of the towns whose names appear above 
are newly organized, and the town machinery has not yet 
begun to move in them with regularity. 

A very serious drawback to the usefulness of health boards 
in many instances is formed by the parsimony of the boards 
themselves in fixing the compensation of their executive 
officers. In too many cases it seems to be expected that the 
delicate and important duties of a health oflScer will be per- 
formed gratuitously or for a merely nominal compensation. 
The inevitable result is that no man of character and ability 
will accept the position unless it be from motives of the 
highest and most disinterested kind. That there are many 
men in Wisconsin, especially in the medical profession, who 
do so accept this responsible office without payment, the 
records of this Board bear abundant witness, biit no com- 
munity has a right to demand thiat any one shall serve it in 
matters that relate to the protection of life and health with- 
out adequate compensation. 

A frequent consequence of this ill-judged parsimony is 
that some man wholly incompetent for the post, whose only 
qualification in fact is that he is willing to accept it for the 
sake of the five or ten dollars per annum, grudgingly doled 
out to him is appointed to do the work of investigating " all 
the circumstances attendant upon the appearance of dan- 
gerous contagious disease, and to take measures for the pre- 
vention, control and suppression" of Asiatic Cholera, 
Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Small Pox and kindred maladies^ 

It may easily be the case that he has never seen an in- 
stance of any one of these diseases, that he cannot distin- 
guish the eruption of Measles from that of Small Pox even 
when both are fully developed, and that he knows nothing 
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of the precautions proper to be adopted should any contagi- 
ous disorder appear; indeed he trusts to luck or to the 
chances that, as no such disease has made its appearance in 
the town as yet, none will appear, at any rate during his 
term of office. He makes report to the State Board of 
Health that '^ thare ain't no dainger hear of enny contajus 
disseas fur the peepel dose thier level best to prevent sutch,'* 
while with regard to sanitary conditions, he " aint lookt into 
them verry mutch but there hant bin no contages disese in 
this part of the Country as he has heerd off and plese ex- 
cuse delay it was on account of postmaster," * and thus, if 
circumstances are favorable, he gets through his term of 
office and thinks that he has earned his stipend. Perhaps, 
however, everything does not work as smoothly as he had 
hoped and trusted; it may be that some stranger passing 
through the place or some member of a newly- arrived fam- 
ily of immigrants from the old country, coming with bed 
and baggage, is taken sick. Sympathizing neighbors, rela- 
tives, friends and curiosity seekers, visit the patient before 
it is suspected that there is any danger in so doing, or re- 
gardless of such danger, or even recklessly indifferent to all 
considerations of duty to others. The seeds of some contagi- 
ous disease. Small Pox it may be, are soon broadcast 
throughout the community. The health officer has not pre- 
pared himself by previous forethought for any such emer- 
gency, he has no definite idea of what he should do, and, if 
a non-professional man, he has perhaps an added fear of 
personal danger. He has "trusted to luck" so far, and he 
now hesitates, vacillates, and neglects the clear, prompt and 
positive action which is within his power and which it is his 
duty to take: such action as alone can insure the benefits of 
preventive medicine. The town board has saved a few dol- 
lars in the salary of such a man, but before the disease is sup- 
pressed, it will have abundant opportunity for seeing that 

* These aro literal excerpts from reports sent to this office. 
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this "prudent and economical management" has cost the 
taxpayers an hundred fold the amount thus saved in money, 
and a thousand fold its value in anxiety and probably in 
life. 

These are not imaginary occurrences. The records of this 
oflEice show them to be only too real. In these days of rapid 
travel, disease contracted in a remote state or even in a 
foreign country may develope itself in the most secluded 
hamlet in Wisconsin. The Health OflBcer should therefore 
be everywhere selected from among those who are the most 
intelligent and energetic men that the community can furn- 
ish; he should be one who has the best interests of the place 
and its people at heart, and who, without unnecessary 
obtrusiveness, will keep watch over the whole territory 
committed to his charge at all times, having care that there 
is in it no place that invites the presence of disease and that 
the true character of any sickness occurring among strang- 
ers or immigrants is early known, and if contagious, that 
its spread is promptly guarded against. Physicians are, as 
a rule, best fitted for this work, but in many cases they can- 
not be had, and in a number of instances intelligent laymen 
have rendered excellent service, although in determining 
the nature of disease such men may find it needful to call a 
physician to their aid. 

When any town, village or city fully realizes the value of 
the service that can be given by an efficient health officer, 
there will be no hesitation in appointing the best man that 
can be found to that position, or in giving him adequate 
compensation, together with the moral support and sympa- 
thy which is justly his due. Having done all this the com- 
munity may then rightfully hold him responsible for the 
proper performance of the contract on his part, and look to 
him as their guardian in all possible ways against prevent- 
able diseases. Unhappily however, communities of this kind 
are as yet few in number. 
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One prominent defect in sanitary administration is that 
such support as the Health OflBcer needs from the board, 
that appoints him is frequently not ^iven. Instances have 
occurred where the Health Officer in the clear discharge of 
the duty devolving upon the health board, but acting in an 
emergency without the specific authorization of the board, 
has been subjected by an unreasoning people to loss of 
patronage, and in some cases has even been made the defend- 
ant in a suit at law. One physician writing of such a case 
gives an account of an outbreak of Diphtheria in which 
four deaths occurred in one family. The disease appearing 
to be of peculiarly malignant character, the family was 
placed under the restraints of quarantine; of what further 
happened I quote trom his own account as follows: "After 
the children died I ordered the bedding and a dirty piece of 
carpet stretched in front of the kitchen stove, on which the 
children had been vomiting and spitting, to he burned. This 
bedding consisted of an old quilt, a blanket, and some other 
bedding that was in a cradle in the kitchen." The order to 
burn was given about eleven o'clock A. M., and when the 
doctor returned in the afternoon he found that much more 
property had been destroyed than he had ordered, " that it 
might be sold to the town," the owner thereof having been 
told that anything that it was necessary to destroy would be 
paid for by the town. This man, not being " settled with " 
to his satisfaction, instituted a suit for damages making the 
doctor one of the defendants. The case is still pending, and, 
while the result can hardly admit of a doubt, the annoyance 
and cost have been such that the doctor says: *^ Do you 
think it surprising that, in case another epidemic should 
show its hideous form in our midst, I will hesitate and take 
counsel of past experience? I have made up my mind that 
if the public will not pay for protection they may abide the 
consequences." 

The fault in this case aeems to have been that the health 
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officer was not sustained at the time as he should have been 
by the board which appointed him, for local health boards 
have almost unlimited power to do whatever appears to 
them necessary for the suppression of disease, although the 
action of an individual member unsustained at the time by 
the authority of his board may subject him to criticism and 
persecution, however manifest the necessity or propriety of 
such action. It is a lesson showing the necessity of prompt 
and orderly action by health boards, too many of which are 
prone to " leave matters at loose ends." In many localities, 
here and there about the State, there is manifest progress in 
the right direction, but there is yet very much remaining to 
be done. 
It is a gratifying fact that 

THE expenditures REPORTED BY LOCAL BOARDS 

since January 1, 1885, have been, on the whole, on a much 
more liberal scale than ever before. That this is true can 
readily be seen by reference to the reports published else- 
where. Several cities and villages have set an excellent ex- 
ample in this respect, but in every case where any important 
and extensive sanitary work has been undertaken, a marked 
feature in connection with it has been the moderate cost at 
which the results sought have been attamed. Thus at 
Waupun, where the city at public expense undertook the 
formidable work of wholly removing the contents of the 
existing privy vaults with the view of introducing an im- 
proved system of privy construction, the average cost of the 
work was but $1.71 per vault, this trifling amount covering 
both the cost of labor and the inspector's salary. Other 
places can doubtless make an equally favorable showing, 
judging from which it would seem that no community need 
be deterred from entering on a course of radical sanitary 
improvement by reason of the cost. 
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SICKNESS IN THE STATE. 

X^^arly all the reports received at this oflBce ag^ee in the 
opinion that the State has rarely enjoyed so great and such 
general immunity from all serious disease as during* the 
time that has elapsed since the last report of this Board. Tt 
IS quite true that some sections of the State have been vis- 
it^l by contagious disease, of which accounts will be g'iven 
hereafter, but no one of these visitaiions have been epidemic 
over an extended territory and few of them have been of 
serious character, or have caused any great destruction of 
human life. It is earnestly to be hoped that our citizens are 
gradually learning the lesson that proper sanitation will 
greatly diminish the amount of sickness and consequent 
suffering in the world, and that at least some of the diseases 
that afflict humanity are entirely preventable. 

SMALL POX 

has been of very infrecjuent occurrence. Three cases are 
referred to in the special report from Milwaukee hereafter 
given, but no others have occurred until recently, when 
what threatened to be a serious outbreak occurred at Mari- 
nette, the history of which is as follows: 

A French Canadian at work at Marinette, sent to Canada 
for his family, consisting of a wife and six children. They 
came directly from Montreal, one of tlie children being sick 
when they left that city, doubtless with the initial symptoms 
of Small Pox, passing without detention via Port Huron 
and Chicago, through Michigan, northern Illinois and eastern 
Wisconsin to their destination at Marinette, which is a town 
containing some ten thousand inhabitants on the northeast- 
ern border of the State, and separated from Michigan only 
by the Menomonee River. On reaching Marinette the 
whole family, eight persons in all, took up their abode tem- 
porarily with a relative, in a bouse which already contained 
nineteen persons, the whole number thus crowded into the 
dwelling being twenty-seven, the house being really not 
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large enough to accommodate a fourth of the number. Two 
days after the arrival of this family a variolous eruption 
appeared on the sick child already spoken of, but no phy- 
sician was called in until six days later. In the mean time 
the family had moved into another house, and here, owing 
to the suspicions of a neighbor, the health officer. Dr. J. J. 
Sherman of Marinette was called upon to examine the sick 
child. 

Dr. Sherman immediately recognized the true character 
of the disease and the gravity of the existing situation. He 
had the whole family removed on the same day to a com- 
fortable pest house and telegraphed to the State Board of 
Health, giving the facts of the case and asking for a supply 
of vaccine virus. All persons known to have been ex- 
posed to the contagion were vaccinated and kept under 
observation, but the previous unrestricted intercourse with 
people very few of whom were protected, resulted, as might 
have been expected, in the spread of the disease through 
the persons resident in the house to which the new comers 
first went, and to two other adjacent houses. 

In all there were eighteen cases in these families, of which 
four, all unvaccinated children, proved fatal. On visiting 
Marinette for the purpose of personally ascertaining all 
the facts connected with the outbreak, and the measures 
taken by the local health authorities, I found that every 
possible precaution had been taken, that the infected houses 
had been placarded and the road leading to them fenced up, 
while some adjacent houses had been vacated altogether. 
A special guard was on duty to prevent any accidental or 
intentional violation of the health officer's directions and 
the feeling was one of quiet security. The authorities at 
Marinette are entitled to great credit for heartily supporting 
their health officer in his eflForts which, thus supported, were 
happily successful in preventing a wide-spread epidemic. 
^ At this writing the disease has been totally suppressed 
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and the houses in which it occurred have been disinfected. 
It is apparent that what promised at first to be an epidemic 
of very large proportions has in this case been wholly 
Verted. I am not informed at what pecuniary cost this re- 
sult has been attained, but it has doubtless been the merest 
fragment of what would have been expended had no tthe 
disease been wisely managed from the first discovery,* and 
there has been none of that loss of business inevitably 
sustained when Small pox prevails in the midst of a thickly 
settled population. 

At a still more recent date than of the Marinette 
cases, Small Pox appeared at an isolated locality in the 
same county, near the little village of Colman. This out- 
break, like that at Marinette, had its origin in a family from 
Montreal, who brought the disease with them, and who, 
though they had been vaccinated en route, and had their 
baggage disinfected, were not so thoroughly protected 
thereby as to prevent the disease in a modified form from 
making its appearance among them a few days after their 
arrival. These cases were under the joint care of Dr Sher- 
man, of Marinette, and Dr. Walker, of Pound, by whom 
they were so well managed that the disease did not spread 
beyond the house to which it was first brought. At this 
place there were five cases and no deaths. 

Both of these outbreaks illustrate the necessity for con- 
stant vigilance on the part of the health officers and health 
boards, and both point to the propriety of keeping all newly 
arrived families under the observation of the health authori- 
ties until it is certain that they do not bring dangerous in- 
fection with them. Yet another lesson conveyed by the 



*Since the above was written a letter has been received from Dr. Sherman 
in which he says: — "The total cost to this town (Marinette) amounts to 
about $750.00 or $775.00, which includes support of families, extra nurses, 
police hire, clothing destroyed, medical attendance, etc., etc.. Individuals 
hate paid or promised to pay about $235.00 in addition which will brin^; 
the whole cost up to a trifle over $1,000.00." 
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occurrence of the disease at Marinette is that of the value 
of timely preparation and of the provision of some place 
wherein cases of contagious disease may be promptly iso- 
lated and cared for. The pest-house at Marinette, probably 
stands vacant nine- tenths of the time, but the need for such 
a place in case of emergency was amply demonstrated by 
the late outbreak there, as it has frequently been elsewhere. 
I am glad to state that several reports have recently reached 
this office, of the building or renovation of such hospitals. 
Every place of considerable size at least should be provided 
with something of this kind, or two adjacent towns might 
unite for making such provision, building one house for the 
joint use of both. 

It appears evident that there is serious danger of a gen- 
eral epidemic of Small Pox throughout the United States 
during the approaching winter. So extensively prevalent is 
this disease in Canada, with which province intercourse is 
of daily occurrence, that notwithstanding any or all possible- 
quarantine precautions, it will be a matter of great wonder 
if Small Pox does not obtain a- lodgment in many places. 
The manifest lesson is that every community should do all 
within its power to protect itself against the calamity of its. 
coming. Marinette has happily suppressed what might 
have been a most serious epidemic there, and the same thing" 
has probably been done at Colman.' 

In view of these facts the following circular . letter has 
been issued during this present month of October and sent 
to every health officer and to every newspaper in the State^ 
as also to the employers of large bodies of men, whether in 
lumber camps or elsewhere, so far as the names and ad- 
dresses of such employers could be ascertained. In addition 

to this circular letter a special communication was written. 

« — — ■ — ». 

* Since th^ above was written I am enabled to say that the probability 
has been fuQy realized. Col man being wholly free from SmaU Pox; but the 
malady which was brought to those places miy at any time be brought to 
any other place however secluded it may be. 
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to health officers at such points as seemed to be particularly- 
exposed, urging upon them the propriety of taking all 
needed precautions, recommending the utmost vigilance 
and asking the earliest possible information in regard to 
any outbreak or any suspicion of the existence of the 
disease: 

To Local Boards of Health and to the People of Wiaconain: 

It is matter of common knowledge that SmaU Pox in virulent form has 
for some time past heen prevailing in Canada, from which it has been 
hoped to protect the United States by the rigid inspection of all persons 
passing from that country into this. Notwithstanding this precaution, 
Small Pox has very recently appeared in this State in a family direct from 
Montreal, and before the existence of the disease was known, many per- 
sons had been exposed to the contagion. Ic is hoped tliat in this case as 
in a previous recent outbreak of this disease (also brought from Montreal), 
vigorous measures may prevent an epidemic, but these occurrences, and 
the fact that Small Pox has lately appeared in several other States, should 
be accepted by all health authorities and by the public as a sufficient 
warning that this is a time of special danger, and that Small Pox may at 
any time be brought to any community. 

The State Board of Health earnestly advises all persons who have not 
been successfully vaccinated within five years, promptly to secure, both 
for their own sakes and as a duty they owe to the public, the protection 
from Small Pox which a recent successful vaccination confers. 

Throughout the State, local boards of health are advised to watch care- 
fully for a period of two or three weeks from the date of their arrival, all 
new comers within the territory under their supervision and especially 
those coming from an infected district, making sure if any sickness occurs 
in such persons or families that its character be known. It is especially 
advised that in all cases where lumbering operations are carried on, or in 
which large bodies of men are employed in any capacity,* every effort 
should be made to secure their general vaccination, and it would, in 
many places, be both wise and economical to have this done at public 
expense. 

*NOTE — The State Board of Health will be glad to communicate 
directly with all persons who employ considerable numbers of men with 
reference to this matter, and will be glad to have health officers or other 
persons who receive this letter send the names and addresses of such em- 
ployers to the secretary's office, at Appleton. 
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Employers are urged to co-operate with health authorities in this effort 
by making a certificate of recent successful vaccination a pre-requisite 
to employment, and school boards are advised to make a similar require- 
ment a pre-requisite to admission to any public school. 

The same law which makes it the duty of alJ towns, villages and cities 
in the State to organize boards of health, requires also that such Boards 
shall report the presence of contagious diseases to the State Board. In 
case of Small Pox it is the desire of the Board that its presence at any 
place be reported by telegram. 

Circulars relative to the restriction and prevention of Small Pox will be 
sent to any address on application, and the State Board of Health will co- 
operate with local boards for the control of this and other diseases to the 
full extent of its power. 

By orJer of the Board, 

J. t. reeve, M. D., 

Secretary. 

In the Canadian epidemic Montreal has thus far been the 
chief sufferer, the deaths from Small Pox during each of 
several weeks past having reached into the hundreds. The 
immense majority of these fatal cases occur among French 
Canadians who have never been vaccinated, and the lesson 
taught by this fact is one that should not be lost. The effect 
of such an epidemic upon the business prosperity of a place 
has been referred to heretofore, but it is so forcibly set forth 
by a correspondent of a Chicago newspaper that I give his 
letter here entire. Surely any community, looking at the 
matter from a merely pecuniary standpoint, can better, a 
thousand times, afford to offer gratuitous vaccination to all 
who will accept it, than to suffer the loss entailed upon its 
business interests by such an invasion. 

" Small Pox is the mercantile ruin of Montreal for this 
winter at least. Inquiry among the wholesale dealers of 
this city (New York) doing business with Canadian retailers 
elicits the fact that absolutely no purchases are being made 
for Montreal. None of the foreign goods for that market 
ever pass through the United States, but there has always 
been a heavy traffic in a range of Yankee products. All 
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this has ceased as utterly as though Montreal had been 
burned to the ground. Several importers of that stricken 
town are here trying to dispose of wares that have been 
ordered abroad, and for which a sale had been anticipated 
during the snow-carnival season. No carnival will be 
attempted this winter, and so there will be no crowd of 
'moneyed visitors to make purchases. On the other hand^ 
dealers from Quebec and Toronto are buying more liberally 
than usual, and they say that Montreal will never recover 
from the blow to her business interests." 

The experience of Montreal in this respect is precisely 
that of Philadelphia in 1871-72, when, in an epidemic of 
about twenty thousand cases, there were over four thousand 
deaths, and when the pecuniary loss sustained was esti- 
mated at over twenty millions of dollars. Towns within 
our own borders can tell a story similar in character, and 
although fortunately, the loss has never attained so great 
proportions, it has been quite suificient to make an experi- 
ence of Small Pox greatly dreaded. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No extensive outbreak of this disease has been reported 
from any point. Some malignant cases have recently oc- 
curred at different places in Langlade county, and others 
also in Ashland and its vicinity. In the city of Eau Claire 
a somewhat extensive outbreak has occurred, which is not 
yet suppressed, and which has been the occasion of an un- 
fortunate collision between the local health board and the 
school authorities. 

The number of cases in Eau Claire cannot yet be accu- 
rately given, but in one part of the city they were so many 
that the local board of health deemed it advisable to direct 
the closing of one of the schools for the time being. The 
school board not regarding this step as being necessary, and 
not recognizing the order as authoritative, directed the prin- 
cipal of the school to disregard it, upon which the chairman 
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of the board of health went in person to the school building 
and saw that it was closed. The school board, having 
again ordered the school to be opened and having given 
public notice of its re-opening in defiance of the board of 
health, the latter board properly asserted its authority and 
with the aid of the city police closed the building until 
further notice. . 

This Board has repeatedly called attention to the fact that 
Diphtheria is one of the most insidious of diseases in its ap- 
proaches and ranks among the most fatal; that the only 
means yet discovered for preventing its spread are those of 
carefully isolating every known or suspicious case, and 
using efficient disinfectants. It is a disease more to be 
dreaded than Small Pox or Yellow Fever, for it claims an- 
nually a larger number of victims than both of these, while 
we have no such prophylactic for it as we possess for the 
first named nor does one attack act as a preservative 
against another. An examination of a number of reports 
from various places received au this office since the tabular 
statement hereafter given was compiled shows that Diph- 
theria is charged with causing 271 deaths, while Small Pox, 
Scarlet Fever, Typhoid Fever, Measles and Whooping 
Cough combined ended fatally in only 238 cases, and in no one 
of these reports is Diphtheria spoken of as being epidemic, 
or as prevailing with special severity. The reports of the 
health department of the City of Milwaukee show a similar 
state of things. 

scarlet fever. 

This disease has been somewhat extensively prevalent in 
the southern and south-western parts of the State, although 
the type has been comparatively mild, and the deaths re- 
ported have been but few. The reports of its occurrence 
have come chiefly from the counties of Crawford, Grant, 
Richland, Iowa, La Fayette, Dane, Columbia, Green, Jeffer- 
son and Walworth. 
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It is greatly to be feared that the spread of this disease 
over a part at least of the territory above named is trace- 
able to carelessness and dereliction of duty on the part of 
the health authorities of the village of Dodgeville. It ap- 
peared from newspaper reports that Scarlet Fever was prev- 
alent in severe form in that village, in May and June, 1885, 
but no report of its existence was received at this office, 
either from the authorities of the place, or from any physi- 
cian there. Not long after the publication of the newspaper 
item referred to, a military reunion was held at Dodgeville, 
which appears to have been largely attended by persons 
from adjoining counties; about three weeks thereafter a 
medical health officer in Grant county, reported the death 
of an adult from Scarlet Fever in his town, stating that the 
disease was contracted at Dodgeville, and charging the au- 
thorities of that place with having tvilfnlly concealed the 
existence of the disease from the visitors at the reunion re- 
ferred to. This communication was soon followed by others 
from health officers in at least three other counties all of 
whom reported the existence of Scarlet Fever, and stated 
that the only known exposure had been at Dodgeville. 

To rci^eated letters from this office the authorities at 
Dodgeville have given no answer, or most evasive and un- 
satisfactory replies. Inasmuch as a similar evasive and 
unsatisfactory style characterized correspondence with the 
local authorities of this place two years ago when Glanders 
was reported as existing there, the facts are here given in the 
hope that public sentiment there may be aroused and result 
in appropriate action. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

This disease has apparently not been very prevalent since 
the date of my last report in any part of the state. The 
points at which it has occurred have been chiefly in counties 
on the northwestern borders of the State, Barron, Buffalo, 
Polk and St. Croix being the most important, although, even 
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in these, it has not been of very frequent occurrence or of 
serious character.' A few cases have appeared in Dane, 
Green, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Manitowoc, Marathon, Mar- 
quette, and Oconto Counties. 

Nowhere in the State, however, does the disease appear to 
have taken on an epidemic form, and there is some reasom 
for hoping that the publicity given in former reports of this^ 
Board, and more recently in connection with the fearful out- 
break at Plymouth, Pennsylvania, by the press of the whole- 
country, to the means by which Typhoid is most frequently* 
transmitted, has had some effect, and that the knowledge* 
thus gained by the people will be utilized for the prevention 
of many cases of this disease and the consequent saving of 
many lives that, but for this knowledge, would be sacrificed. 

In connection with this disease and its occurrence in Wis- 
consin, I desire to mention with special commendation the 
work done by the local board of health of Carlton, Kewau- 
nee County, all the members of this board, including its ex- 
ecutive oflBcer, being laymen. When the local board of 
health of this town was first organized, a physician resident 
in a neighboring town was selected as health officer, but 
upon the first application made to him by the State Board 
of Health in that capacity, he returned answer that he had 
held the office only for a week or two, and had then placed 
his resignation in the hands of the local board. Upon com- 
municating with the local board it was learned that the res- 
ignation had never been received and consequently had not 
been acted upon either in the way of acceptance or declina* 
tion, and this office was asked for advice upon the course to 
be pursued under the circumstances. Such advice was 
given, and in pursuance of it a non-professional health offi- 
cer was appointed, who has held the position ever since and 
has, by his management in conjunction with the chairman 
of the board, probably saved the town from a Typhoid epi- 
demic. The existence of the disease was not known to the 

4— H. 
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local board until one death had occurred, and the board 
then hearing the character of the malady, at once took 
<5harge of the cases, and of the families, two in number, in 
which they were. Quarantine was strictly enforced, meas- 
ures of disinfection were carried out, and the funerals of the 
fatal cases, two in all, conducted under the direction of the 
board, the disease being thus limited to the families in w^hich 
it existed when the board took charge. Let it be granted 
that the precautions taken were greater than called for, that 
a rigid quarantine was unnecessary under the circumstances, 
and that public safety did not require that the burial of the 
dead should be under direction of the local board of health; 
it was far better and safer to insist on all these than by un- 
due laxity to run the risk of having even a very small edi- 
tion of the Plymouth epidemic in Wisconsin, and the local 
board, as laymen, did well in declining to take any chances 
in the matter, and in acting according to the best knowledge 
they had for the public protection, and for so doing they are 
entitled to special commendation. 

MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH. 

These two diseases have been prevalent in many places, 
the latter especially so, but in mild form. A very large pro- 
portion of these cases is not seen by physicians at all, and 
unless an epidemic of either disease is unusually severe, but 
little is ordinarily done to control it. 

Inasmuch as a single attack of these diseases, as a rule, 
exhausts the individual susceptibility to them, there are 
very many persons, among whom are not a few physicians, 
who ask whether it is not better and wiser on the whole to 
allow children to contract them at an age when they may 
have proper care and nursing, and the more especially be- 
cause these maladies are pretty certain to be milder in form 
and lighter in their consequences when contracted in early 
childhood, than they are apt to be later in life, when measles 
especially is very liable to leave the constitution shattered. 
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and the individual badly unfitted for the inevitable bat- 
tles of life. Without attempting to answer this question, it 
may here be said that these diseases often occur in such se- 
vere form that it is eminently the part of wisdom to keep 
children away from them as much as possible at such times, 
and it is quite certain that individual rights are such that no 
one suffering from either should be allowed to attend a pub- 
lic school. 

OTHER DISEASES. 

During the latter months of 1884, Pneumonia was reported 
as existent to a moderate extent in Adams, Clark, Columbia, 
Rock, St. Croix, Shawano, Walworth and Vernon counties. 
The disease does not seem to have been of very severe type 
or to have been very widely prevalent. Dysentery was 
reported from Bayfield, La Fayette, Richland, Sauk, 
Shawano, Vernon and Waushara counties. It was guite 
severe in Sauk county, from which also the most frequent 
reports of its presence came. Diarrhoea, including Cholera 
Infantum, was of very infrequent occurrence; during the 
summer of the present year it has prevailed somewhat 
extensively in Barron, Bayfield, Brown. Chippewa, Craw- 

« 

ford, Dane, Jackson, • La Fayette, Monroe, Richland 
St. Croix and Vernon counties, and to a less extent in Calu- 
met, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Milwaukee, Polk, Wal- 
worth, Waupaca and Winnebago counties. 

A glance at the map of Wisconsin will show that these 
counties form two or three distinct groups, Barron, Chip- 
pewa, Polk and St. Croix counties making one district, 
Crawford, Grant, Jackson, La Fayette, Monroe, Richland, 
and Vernon counties forming a second, and Brown, Calumet, 
Dodge, Fond du Lac and Winnebago counties constituting 
the third, to which Waupaca county may be assigned, while 
Dane county forms a connecting link between the second 
and third groups. 

Whether there is or has been any local conditions prevail- 
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ing in this territory'' which favors the development of 
Diarrhoeal disorders it is not practicable at present to de- 
termine. The fact that such disorders have been reported 
from SBveral of the counties above named for several years 
in succession gives some ground for suspecting local causa- 
tion, and should operate as a stimulant to the health author- 
ities and to tho residents generally, in their efforts to set 
their premises in good sanitary order. 

llalarial disease is reported as occurring in but a few 
and widely scattered localities. La Fayette, Marquette^ 
Oconto, Outagamie, Pierce and Racine counties are those 
wherein its existence is reported, but such reports come 
from not more than one or two towns in any of the coun- 
ties mentioned. 

I give here in tabulated form a statement of the reports 
received for 1884, of the number of cases of each of the six fol- 
lowing named diseases, with the number of deaths reported 
and the percentage of mortality from each, from all towns, 
villages and cities which have reported, Milwaukee ex- 
cepted, which is not included in this statement: 



H 
O 



Number of cases reported \ 23 

Number of deaths reported | 4 

Per cent of mortality I 17.39 
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The number of towns reporting upon the existence of 
these diseases in 1884, was 691, a small increase over the 
number for the preceeding year. For that part of 1885 end- 
ing with the month of August, over 800 reports have been 
received, and upon these latest reports are based the estimates 
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regarding the prevalence of sickness in the state that are 
given in the preceding pages. In the city of Milwaukee 
three additional cases of Small Pox occurred, making 26 in 
all. If these be taken into account the percentage of mor- 
tality, from Small Pox is 15.38. A letter from the Commis- 
si oner of Health, of Milwaukee, states that two of these 
cases were immigrants from Bremer, who reached Balti- 
more by the steamship Salter, in May last. It will be re- 
membered that the Small Pox cases which gave rise to so 
much trouble in several parts of the country in 1884, were 
traced directly to this same steamer Salier, and that the pa- 
tients in those cases were furnished with certificates of vac- 
cination, signed by the surgeon of the ship, as was the case 
with these patients also. It is very evident that such certi- 
ficates should not be accepted as giving undeniable proof 
that the holders thereof are perfectly protected, or that 
boards of health may dismiss all anxiety in reference to emi- 
grants, even though they exhibit such certificates. 

THE PRESENT PROSPECT. 

At the time when this report is being written the prospect 
for a longer continuance of the exceptionally good health of 
the State is not favorable. Small Pox continues to rage in 
Canada, whence it has been brought to us already in two 
separate instances, while from widely separate points within 
our own borders reports of the appearance of Diphtheria 
have recently come and Scarlet Fever still keeps its ground 
in the Southern part of the State. The general experience 
of medical men is to the effect that the winter is the season 
in which contagious diseases are most apt to spread and 
most diflBcult to control, and in which for various reasons, 
they assume a more malignant and virulent form. It is 
therefore probable that local health boards will be called on 
within the next few months to deal with the most contag- 
ious forms of disease, and it may be under circumstances 
that will test the qualities of their executive officers. At 
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any rate it will be the part of wisdom for such boards and 
such oflBcers throughout the state to prepare themselves for 
vigorous and decided action, the need for which may arise 
at any moment and at any point. If there be any towns 
where carelessness has been the rule, and where, the immed- 
iate need not being apparent, no preparation has been yet 
made for the possible incoming of disease, prompt action 
should be now insisted on. The winter's work in the lum- 
bering regions will soon commence, and men from elsewhere 
will come in numbers into Wisconsin in search of employ- 
ment. The history of Small Pox in Barron County and 
Green Lake County in 1833, and in Outagamie County in 
188 1, published in the last report of the Board, are full of 
instruction for those who will heed their teachings, and the 
experience of the residents of the towns to which the dis- 
ease was brought at the times referred to may easily be re- 
peated, in their essential features, elsewhere. No disease 
can be more certainly and speedily controlled than can 
Small Pox when a fearless and energetic health officer has 
charge and is properly supported by his board, and on the 
other hand, no disease will more certainly bring dismay and 
death in its train than Small Pox when a timid and tempor- 
izing policy is adopted in its presence. 

Diphtheria is much more constantly present with us, and 
in Wisconsin is really a much more to be dreaded disease. 
Careful isolation is all that can be relied upon for preventing 
its spread, and thorough disinfection both during the course 
and at the termination of the disease must also be insisted 
on. With these, and with the cooperation of attendant 
physicians in promptly reporting cases which come under 
their care much may be done to limit the ravages of Diph- 
theria and to save life in a community wherein it has made 
its appearance. 
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DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY OF HEALTH BOARDS. 

In nearly every instance in which Small Pox has made its 
appearance in the State for the past two or three years the 
local health authorities have not been informed of its exist- 
ence until several persons have actually been taken down 
with the disease, and an unknown number have been ex- 
posed to its contagion. This fact, which has come about in 
such a way that serious blame can hardly be said to attach 
to any one except the heads of the affected families, has 
nevertheless been a formidable obstacle to ascertaining the 
extent to which exposure has taken place, and is likely to 
occur in future. As the law now stands only physicians in 
attendance upon cases of contagious disease are obliged to 
report to the local health board, and it is often the case that 
such a disease is prevalent to a considerable extent in a 
given neighborhood, and that fatal xBases have occurred be- 
fore a physician is called in at all. It may even happen, ^s 
in the recent cases at Marinette, that the discovery of the 
disease is only made at last because some neighbor suspects 
that a case is Small Pox, and, fearing for his own safety or 
that of his family, notifies the health oflScer, that official 
finding, on examination, not only that the disease exists, but 
that exposure has been so extensive that a widespread epi- 
demic is among the strongest of probabilities. 

Again, intentional concealment of highly contagious dis- 
ease has not infrequently been practiced for fear of the 
inconvenience and certain loss of work or of patronage 
which would result from a public knowledge of the fact of 
its existence. The law with respect to these matters as it 
now stands, renders it difficult to secure adequate and speedy 
punishment for an offence so grave. The provisions under 
which prosecution can be conducted are found in Sec. 4, of 
Chap. 1G8, Laws of 1881, which provides that any person 
who shall, in any way, wilfully subject others to the risk of 
contracting contagious disease under which he may be labor- 
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ing, or under which anj^ child or other irresponsible person 
under his care may be laboring shall be liable to fine or im- 
prisonment, and in Sec. 4G08, Revised Statutes, which pro- 
vides that any one violating any order of a board of health 
legally made and duly published shall be liable to fine or 
imprisonment or both. 

DISEA.SE AMONG ANIMALS. 

At the last session of the Legislature, provision was made 
for the appointment of a State Veterinarian, whose duty it 
should be to examine all cases of disease among animals 
properly reported to him for that purpose. That there was 
need for such an officer is proven by the frequency with 
which reports of such cases have been made to this office 
both before and since the legislative action above men- 
tioned. The impression is apparently very general that re- 
quests for the services of the State Veterinarian must come 
through this Board, the fact being that all local health 
boards have equal power with this Board to call upon him 
when occasion demands. In nearly all cases in which ap- 
plication has been made to this office for his services, the 
applicant has been referred to the local health board of his 
own town or village, in the belief that as a rule it is better 
that the request should be made by the local authorities 
than by this Board, — that the co-operation between such 
authorities and the State Veterinarian shall be as direct and 
complete as possible. It must be borne in mind that the 
local hoard of health alone is authorized to call for his ser- 
vices, the town hoard having no power in the matter. 

In one instance notice was received by the courtesy of 
Dr. O. C. De Wolf, Health Commissioner of Chicago, of the 
shipment of a number of diseased sheep into this State, and 
the services of the State Veterinarian were immediately 
called into requisition by this Board. The diseased animals 
were promptly quarantined and the possible spread of disease 
by their means, or their slaughter and the subsequent sale of 
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their flesh as food, prevented. A brief special report of the 
nature and extent of the work of the State Veterinarian has 
recently been asked for and will be presented to you in con- 
nection with this report. 

Recently, and at intervals throughout the year many 
cases of the occurrence of "Hog Cholera" have been re- 
ported to this oflBce, in places where the local authorities 
have not called for the services of the State Veterinarian. 
In view of this fact, the question arises whether it be not 
advisable to ask fbr a general investigation of the actual 
extent of this disease, and for such information as to its 
nature and the best method of treatment as may be of gen- 
eral service. 

Among the questions asked at this office one has recurred 
in varying forms several times during the past year, viz. : 
whether there is any provision of law under which the for- 
mer owner of a dead animal found on unoccupied land, or 
on a public highway can be compelled to remove the carcass 
or to pay the cost of its removal when effected by the board 
of health in townships, where there are no incorporated vil- 
lages or cities, and where only the ordinary town organiza- 
tion exists. While there probably is all necessary power 
under some general statute to deal with such cases, and to 
punish the offenders, it is nevertheless quite evident from 
the correspondence referred to, that it would be wise to pro- 
vide for the proper management of such cases by the enact- 
ment of some general ordinance or resolution in towns of 
the class above mentioned. Of course a local board of health 
should never permit a nuisance so grave to remain uncor- 
rected under any circumstances for any technical reasons, 
or for the sake of the very small pecuniary saving that 
might be made by so doing. 

SPECIAL ACTION BY LOCAL BOARDS. 

Among other evidences of the progress in public sanita- 
tion, I may mention the fact that, in quite a number of in- 
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stances^ local boards of health have required property oi^raers 
to do sanitary work and, on their refusal, have caused such 
work to be done, and have collected the cost by a suit at 
law. Suits of this kind have ended so very generally in 
favor of the Boards that in several instances reported of 
late, the parties concerned have settled in preference to risk- 
ing a contest. A case of this kind is thus reported. A local 
health board ordered a lot owner to fill up a stagnant pool 
of water on his premises, which he refused to do. A second 
order was issued which was also disobeyed, upon which the 
• board caused the nuisance to be abated, and a special tax 
was levied on the premises to pay the cost of the work; pay- 
ment of this tax was resisted, but after a time was made. 
The lot owner then commenced suit for damages claiming 
that his property had been injured by the action of the vil- 
lage board, which, in grading a street had backed the water 
on his lots thus making the filling up necessary. This suit 
came to trial and was decided adversely to the plaintiff and 
in favor of the board, the court holding that the board had 
the right to grade, and that it was incumbent on lot owners 
to do whatever might be necessary in the way of filling up 
lots to make them conform to the grade thus rightfully es- 
tablished. 

In another case in a town on th<5 oastern border of the 
state a slaughter house was so conducted as to be exceed- 
ingly offensive and the proprietor was ordered to remove it 
At first he gave no attention to the order, being apparently 
under the impression that, as his business was a legitimate 
one in itself, he had a perfect right to conduct it as he saw 
fit and that no local board had power to interfere. For a 
time the board delayed action, but finding that by so doing 
they were encouraging others to set their authority at 
defiance, and being moreover spurred vigorously by the 
health officer, the order for removal was repeated. An 
appeal was made by the owner of the slaughter house to 
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this board, by which he was informed in answer that the 
local board had complete jurisdiction in the matter and full 
powers to enforce any order that it saw proper to make in 
the interest of public health, and advised that the best and 
wisest course for him was submission and obedience. 

A local health board in Marathon county, reported that a 
butcher there had refused to obey orders concerning the 
cleanliness or want of cleanliness around his slaughter house, 
that the board had thereupon caused the work to be done 
at his expense, and had prosecuted him for disobedience, 
the proceedings terminating by the imposition of a substan- 
tial fine. 

In yet another locality the board of health gave orders for 
the removal of an offensive manure heap, which orders the 
owner of the manure refused to obey. He was fined on 
complaint of the board, by a justice of the peace, after which 
the offensive material was removed. An appeal was made 
however, from the decision of the justice to the circuit court, 
which is still pending. 

In still another place a man in whose household Diphthe- 
ria had appeared, was directed by the health oflBcer to 
remain at home and to allow no communication between his 
family and others until such time as the danger of spreading 
the disease should be over. These directions he disregarded 
going to a neighbor's residence while the notice of quaran- 
tine was yet posted on his own house. On complaint of the 
neighbor he was arrested by order of the health oflBcer, con- 
victed and fined. He endeavored to show that, at the time 
his visit was made. Diphtheria existed in the family of the 
complainant, but, even had he been able to do so, it does not 
appear how his case would have been helped *at all, the 
charge against him being, violation of the quarantine imposed 
by the board of health, of which violation the proof was 
clear. 

It will be seen from these instances, as well as from others 
that might be quoted, that in many places the local boards 
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are beginning to feel the responsibilities that rest upon them 
and to assert their authority under the law; it is also evi- 
dent that, when a contest is forced upon them and they are 
obliged to appeal to the courts, the disposition is to sustain 
them in the exercise of that authority in all matters prop- 
erly relating to the conservation of the public health. Both 
facts are in the highest degree encouraging; the one as 
showing that local boards of health are realizing that their 
functions are not merely nominal, but that they have a 
great and important work committed to their hands^ and that 
their duties and powers are commensurate; the other as 
making it clear that the judicial power of the state may be 
invoked for the support of the boards when necessary, and 
that when properly called upon for that purpose it will be 
exercised in their behalf. 

Another encouraging fact and one that promises well for 
the progress of sanitary work in the future is the growing 
interest in such work among non-professional men. A 
marked improvement in this respect is observable in the cor- 
respondence of this office, which at first was almost wholly 
with physicians, but which, while still maintained with 
them and with increasing interest and value, has of late so 
extended as to include many men in other professions, not- 
ably among the teachers of the state, and those in many 
other pursuits. 

A very laborious portion of the work of the secretary's 
office, but one which it is hoped has been of permanent ben- 
efit, has been in the correspondence with local health boards 
in the effort to secure as full knowledge as possible of the 
actual- sanitary conditions existing in every part of the 
state, together with a report of the sanitary work done or in 
progress. This correspondence was inaugurated by the issue 
of two circulars of inquiry, the questions embodied in 
which are here given, which were followed up by personal 
letters whenever such letters seemed needful for obtaining 
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a proper understanding of the situation. Liberal ex.tracts 
from the results of this correspondence are presented in 
connection with this report, as showing in the best possible 
way the health conditions of many localities. 

1. Give Dame of place for which you report, and state the number of 
its population. 

2. Has a Board of Health been organized in the place, and properly 
reported to the State Board of Health as required by Chap. 167, Laws of 
1883? (N. B This law requires local boardd of health to be organized and 
reported every year.) 

3. Has the place a public water supply? If so, from what source is the 
water obtained? When was it last examined with reference to its purity? 
If there be no public system of supply, how is water for drinking purposes 
obtained? 

4 Have you any hospital or other building at j our command, where 
you can place without delay and care for any stranger who may be sick 
with dangerous contagious disease, as Small Pox or Cholera? 

5. What sanitary ordinances have been adopted in your locality? Please 
send copies of all such ordinances or regulations even though you may 
already have done so. 

6. What systematic work for the prevention of disease has been done 
during the present year under your rules or ordinances, or in any way by 
authority or direction of the local board of health? Please give a concise 
but full account of all such work stating specifically — 

a. Whether there has been a systematic inspection of the plaee, includ- 
ing both public and private premises, with a view of learning its 
sanitary condition. How many inspectors have been engaged in this work? 
How long have they served? 

h. If no such work has been dono please state distinctly why it has not, 
that the responsibility may be rightly placed. 

c. Are the streets, alleys, public thorou^^hfares and public premises, and 
such public buildings as school houses, court houses, etc., and the grounds 
connected therewith now in good sanitary condition, and free from any 
stagnant water, foul privy vaults, or other accumulations of filth? 

d. Are there on private premises privy vaults which need cleaning, or 
which endanger the purity of any water supply, either private or public, 
or are there on such premises, any accumulations of filth, foul pig-pens, 
barns, stables or other similar matters, which may be dangerous tu the 
health of the residents in their vicinity? 
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SECOND CIRCULAR. 

1. Have any special forms of disease been more prevalent than usual 
during the present summer —particularly, have Diarrhoeil, Dysenteric or 
Typhoid forms been observed to any marked extent in your locality? 

2. Is there any form of contagious disease now prevalent in your vicin- 
ity or under your observation? If so, what form? 

3. Are the provisions of Sec. 3, Cliap. 167, Laws of 1883, requiring phy- 
sicians to report cases of dangerous contagious diseases, generally observed 

. in your locality? 

INVESTIGATIONS, INQUIRIES, ETC. 

Early in the present year an item appeared in one of the 
leading newspapers of the State to the effect that the pupils 
of a high school in a town therein named were subject to a 
rule requiring an excessive amount of study out of school 
hours, under penalty of expulsion from the school. A 
correspondent of the Board residing in the locality refer- 
red to, confirmed the newspaper report and added some fur- 
ther particulars in regard to the regulation, so that it 
appeared to be a case in which some remonstrance from 
this office was proper. A letter was therefore addressed to 
the school board, in which the facts given by the newspaper 
were cited, together with the testimony of the resident cor- 
respondent to the same effect, and the following suggestions 
were made: *^ We desire to call the attention of the school 
board to some points that have probably been overlooked, 
which show that such a regulation can hardly fail to affect 
children of average school age unfavorably, while in many 
instances it may work irreparable injury. We presume that 
in accordance with the usual custom the pupils are required 
to attend school from 9 o'clock A. M. to 12 M., and from 1 
o'clock to 4 P. M., or a time equivalent thereto, with an in- 
termission of at most fifteen minutes during each session, 
the time thus spent in alternate study or recitation being 
five and a half hours daily. If we are correct in this pre- 
sumption, to the work already required, which we believe 
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is greater than the amount that should be performed by any 
growing child, your regulation adds two hours daily, and 
these hours are added at a time when a child is exhausted 
both physically and mentally and when he should be left 
free from any strain upon his mental powers especially. 

" Those medical men who have given most attention to 
such matters — and very many have had their attention 
called to them in emphatic ways — are unanimously of opin- 
ion that the work now required by our public schools is 
excessive in amount and must be reduced, under penalty of 
an increase in serious nervous disease in the immediate 
future if this be not done. This Board has the testimony of 
men of high standing among the physicians of Wisconsin 
that nervous disorders are now much more prevalent than 
they should be among children of average school age in the 
State — i. e., children of ,from 12 to 15 years of age, and that 
their prevalence is rapidly iu creasing. 

" It must be remembered that there are heavy draughts 
upon the vital resources of a growing child from which the 
system of an adult person is exempt, in that children must 
provide not only for daily waste and repair, but also for 
new daily additions to the physical structure, and that they 
must do this under penalty of disease and premature death 
in case of failure. These facts being kept in mind together 
with the further facts that the subjects which form the 
course of study in our public schools of Wisconsin consti- 
tute, in their study by children, a full equivalent for original 
investigation in any branch of learning by an adult, and 
that the large majority of children who study at home must 
do so without help, we think that it must become apparent 
that the rule of study enforced by your board requires an 
amount of labor much in excess of the amount that the av- 
erage child of school age can do without risk of serious and 
permanent harm, and that for this reason alone the regula- 
tion should be forthwith rescinded. 
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" We shall be very glad to receive any communication 
that you may have to make upon the subject, and especially 
to know whether there are any unusual circumstances that 
may have led to the adoption of the rule." 

In response to this communication a note was received 
from the principal of the school in which the following ex- 
planation was given: "I noticed that my pupils were on 
the streets, in the stores, and some in the saloons perhaps 
when they ought to be at home. The way to prevent this 
occurred to me, viz., to make a rule forbidding the pupils to 
be on the streets between seven and nine P. M. I brought 
ihe subject before the school, and I believe they unani- 
mously voted to agree to such a regulation. I consulted the 
board and they thought it would be a good thing and made 
it a rule for this term. I had my pupils crowded with work 
during the winter term, and the rule worked admirably. 
Remember they were not required to study but only to keep 
off the streets. The rule holds for only this term, which is 
very nearly at an end, and its gist has been misunderstood." 
The letter ended with a complaint respecting the disturb- 
ance made and a hope that there would be no further inter- 
ference with a rule which had produced so excellent effects. 
The following is the substance of the reply from this office: 

Dear Sir: 

''We have your favor of recent date and thank you for the 
information contained therein. We have no desire what- 
ever to make any "disturbance," but a case which has 
attracted public attention to so great an extent as your 
own has done seemed to require from this Board a decided ex- 
pression of opinion on sanitary ground. We note your state- 
ment that the rule which has led to this correspondence had 
no reference to study or school work, but the newspaper ar- 
ticle which first attracted our notice having stated that study 
from 7 o'clock to 9 P. M. was the requirement, and this 
statement being corroborated by a correspondent in your 
immediate neighborhood who, as we judged, had every op- 
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portunity for knowing the facts in the case, and who fur- 
nished additional facts, we had, when writing, no doubt of 
the correctness of the information on which our remon- 
strance was based. We are unable to change the opinion 
expressed in our communication to the school board, ^. e. 
that the amount of work required under a rule demanding 
study at night is more than children of average school age 
should be expected to perform. You yourself say that 
you have "had* your pupils crowded with work during the 
winter " and it is to such crowding whether by day or night 
that our serious objection applies, and against which we feel 
called upon to enter our protest whenever it is brought to 
our notice. We must also call your attention to the fact that 
the injury resulting from overwork is seldom or never re- 
marked, especially by non-professional observers, either 
while the work is being done or immediately at its close, and 
to the further fact that the testimony of the most observant 
and competent physicians is strongly in support of the as- 
sertion that such injury is not only real and permanent, but 
is by far too frequent in its occurrence." 

The following brief opinion from the State Superintendent 
respecting a rule such as that discussed in the above cor- 
respondence has interest in this connection and is there- 
fore quoted: " Probably the courts would hold that neither 
the teacher nor the district board could legally enforce the 
regulation referred to by expulsion from school. The mat- 
ter of occupation of pupils out of school is properly under 
control of parents and guardians.^' 

During the month of March the health authorities of the 
city of Waupun became anxious concerning the condition 
of a well used by the pupils of one of the city schools, which 
well they suspected of being contaminated by the infiltration 
of foul water. A sample of the well-water was forwarded 
to this oflSce and submitted to an examination which showed 
that there was reasonable ground for the suspicion, and a 

6— H. 
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further sample was forwarded to Prof. Daniells at Madison 
by whom it was decided to be of very doubtful character. 
It was, however, still a question whether the contamination 
might not be merely due to some temporary cause, and the 
Waupun board was advised to have the well thoroughly 
-cleaned out, and to send further samples for examination 
thereafter. All this was done and the next analyses showed 
that while iu one respect there was an improvement, in others 
the contamination was worse than at first, and that the well 
was probably receiving drainage from some source that ren- 
dered its further use unsafe; the authorities were therefore 
advised to have such further use prevented. 

On receipt of the communication from this oflBce contain- 
ing the result of the corroborating analysis and the opinions 
based thereon, the board of health recommended, and the 
common council adopted an ordinance prohibiting the con- 
struction and use of privy vaults within the city and recom- 
mending the employment of the earth closet system in their 
stead, and the city undertook the work of emptying and 
disinfecting the old vaults at public expense. The following 
note sets forth quite fully the action taken. 

Waupun, May 20, 1886. 
Dr. J. T. Reeve, 

Dear Sir: — Your second report on school well is received with the result 
of examination as expected. The condition of this well shows conclubively 
the * * » necessity for an entire change in methods of dis- 
posing of excrement and other refuse. The city has commenced such 
changes and intends strict enforcement of regulations adopted. 

The school board has determined to put in a cistern and use filtered cis- 
tern water, having no confidence that the well will ever be reliable. 

Respectfully yours, 

S. J. SUMNER, 
Clerk of Board of HealtK 

It was not to be expected that reforms so extensive and 
radical would be accomplished without opposition, nor was 
such opposition long in manifesting itself. The necessary 
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ordinances were not passed unanimously by the common 
council, and a resolution was introduced subsequently which> 
had it passed, would have operated as a practical nullifica- 
tion of all that had been accomplished, and this resolution 
was accompanied by a petition asking for its adoption. 
Action on the petition and resolution was deferred for a 
time during which the board of health was enabled to col- 
lect evidence of the value of the work already done, and 
this evidence, coupled with the impression produced by one 
or more deaths occurring at the time, and caused or hast- 
ened, as there was reason for believing, by conditions con- 
nected with the water-supply, was sufficient to cause the 
rejection of the resolution, the action of the health board 
being thus sustained, upon which result the citizens of 
Waupun are to be very heartily congratulated. 

Early in July communications were received from the 
village of Randolph complaining of unsanitary conditions 
there existing and asking for action on the part of this 
Board. The matters chiefly complained of were nuisances 
located upon the blocks devoted to business in the heart of 
the village which, as the complainants alleged, and their al- 
legations have not been contradicted at all, had been repeat, 
edly reported to the local health authorities without avail. 
The following letter addressed to the village board of health 
will serve as a type of others that have been written to 
various parties under circumstances somewhat similar: 

Board of Healthy Randolph^ Wis,: 

Gentlemen:— Several communications have been received at this office 
signed by a number of residents of the viUage of Randolph, which state 
that nuisances dangerous to health, in the shape of hog-pens, manure, 
heaps, etc., exist in central locat'ons in the village; that your attention 
has been called thereto, and that petitions from residents and those doing 
business in the locality where these nuisances exist have been presented 
to you asking for their abatement, which petitions you have passed over 
without notice and without action in the way of investigation of the 
ground of complaint or of steps for its removal. 
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•*This Board is, of cou^^e, aware that the statements embodied in these 
communications are entirely exparte^ and that there maybe answers to 
them that would set the whole matter in a different light from that in 
which it now stands , or which might even justify your inaction, and we 
shall be glad to hear from you concerning the business, and thus to know 
what both sides have to say. We trust that your statement will be made 
at the earliest possible moment, and that it will be as full and as circum- 
stantial as practicable. 

** Meanwhile we have to call your attention to the fact that the law 
makes it your duty to examine into all complaints of this kind, and 
makes you responsible for the removal of ^' all nuisances, sources of filth 
and causes of sickness'' existing within the territory under your super- 
vision. You are, moreover, clothed with the most ample authority for 
removing such matters, and can, if occasion requires, act summarily for 
that purpose. Such being the case, a grave responsibility rests upDn you, 
both as a board and as individuals, if you neglect your plain duty and 
allow even one of such nuisances as are described to us to remain with- 
out prompt action for its abatement, and should they exist, and sickness 
follow and life be lost as a result of your inaction, the responsibility will 
become by so much the heavier. 

Respectfully, J. T. REEVE, 

Secretarj^ 

The residents of the locality were by this time becoming 
very impatient; having made application to the local author- 
ities, both municipal and health, for the removal of the 
nuisances, which the evidence laid before this Board proves 
to have been almost intolerable, and having had apparently 
not the slightest heed paid to their requests by either of the 
village boards, steps were taken towards compelling action 
by means of the courts. The local board now deemed it 
better to move than to wait for further compulsory meas- 
ures, and the result is given in the communication which 
follows, under date of 

Randolph, August 1, 1885. 
Dear Sir: — ^The Randolph Board of Health have ordered the barn ad- 
joining my lots cleaned up and the hogs removed from the lot The 
parties owning the premises, on which stands a large hotel-saloon, swore 
that they would not remove the hogs, but the Board told them that they 
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could have ten hours in which to remove the hogs, and they were removed 
and the barn-manure taken away. 

Other parties feel somewhat dispirited on account of similar nuisances 
affecting them which have not been removed, but I have told them that 
they can enter special complaint as I have done and find abatement of 
nuisances also. 

This is the first instance of nuisance abatement in this village for fifteen 
years, or since the village was incorporated. It is the entering wedge for 
better sanitary conditions in the future. 

It is evident from some of the correspondence growing 
out of this case, and from various letters received from other 
sources that the necessity for sanitary work is very often 
unrecognized. It is from such places that oflBcial reports 
come to the effect "there is no necessity for sanitary work." 
And just here it may be said that wherever the work done 
by local health boards has been most thorough, and where 
the board or its executive officer has an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the existing sanitary conditions, the reports show 
clearly that the feeling of the authorities is one of profound 
dissatisfaction as regards both the work and the conditions. 
A study of the reports presented herewith will reveal the 
fact that the places in which the greatest reforms hg,ve been 
accomplished and which stand in the very front rank as re- 
gards practical sanitation are also places from which no 
complacent returns ever come to the effect that " no sani- 
tarv work has been done because none was needed." 

In short the better the understanding of what an ideal 
sanitary condition really is, and the greater the effort to ap- 
proach such a condition, the less the satisfaction with exist- 
ing conditions and with the work done for their improve- 
ment. It is a curious but not an entirely agreeable fact 
that the more perfectly sanitary arrangements and precau- 
tions fulfil their object, the less the need for them appears to 
have been in the end, and the less the use of the requisite 
expenditures in the eyes of the superficial observer. For 
instance if a community, large or small, were threatened 
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with an invasion of Cholera or Small Pox, and by means of 
the most thorough and careful sanitary work or of a general 
and compulsory vaccination the disease were wholly, or 
even very generally averted so that, no matter how immi- 
nent the danger of a general outbreak may have been, the 
cases actually occurring were few or none, it is more than 
probable that the health authorities would be charged with 
having created a needless panic, and with having been re- 
sponsible for a large and utterly useless expenditure for the 
prevention of a disease which after all never appeared, and 
it would be tolerably certain that the larger part of the peo- 
ple for whose benefit the precautions had been taken, and 
who had reaped the advantages thereof to the fullest possi- 
ble extent, would assent to this view. 

STATISTICS AND REGISTRATION. 

It is a fact not creditable to people of the general intelli- 
gence of those of Wisconsin that while we believe that we 
inhabit one of the most healthful portions of the country 
we have no means whereby we can prove that fact, or by 
which we can show clearly and unmistakably the charac- 
ter of our most prevalent diseases. Such will continue to 
be the case until some well considered and comprehensive 
system of registration is adopted, and the working out of 
such a system, complete in all its details, must occupy a long 
time. 

What, however, might and should be done promptly is to 
provide for burial certificates upon a uniform plan through- 
out the State. This could be accomplished without serious 
diflBculty and the returns thus obtained would enable the 
health authorities of any given locality to trace the rise and 
progress of disease, to give authoritative contradiction to 
rumors at times, or to warn the residents of danger from 
the presence of contagious maladies and to take promptly 
the steps needful for the control and suppression of such 
maladies. The returns that under such a system would be 
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periodically made to this Board, would place it in a position 
to do for the State what the local boards would do for the 
various towns, cities and villages, and with the better knowl- 
edge of existing diseases that local boards would of neces- 
sity obtain, would come the ability on the part of the State 
Board of Health to have that comprehensive knowledge of 
the appearance and march of disease of any kind which is 
requisite for the best application of preventive or corrective 
measures. 

It is true that the requirement of burial permits would be' 
but a single step, and one which from a purely statistical 
point of view would have little or no value except as it 
formed one link in a complete and elaborate system of reg- 
istration of all vital statistics. But it is also true that this 
simple requirement, which could be made without subject- 
ing anyone to more than the minimum of inconvenience 
would have a value of its own in comparison with which 
the amount of inconvenience or trouble connected 
with its enforcement would be wholly insignificant. 
That the growing intelligence of our citizens will demand 
this measure and others of the same kind in the 
course of time is probable. Such a requirement is already 
in force in Milwaukee and some other cities of the State and 
the power to make and enforce it is formally given in a large 
majority of city charters, so that its enactment into State 
law would simply make general what now applies to a large 
number of localities. 

OUR correspondents. 

As has already been intimated, the correspondence of this 
office has attained large dimensions, and is constantly in- 
creasing in volume and importance. In addition to the 
merely routine communications with health boards and 
their executives, the instances are many in which some 
special information is desired by the Board concerning out- 
breaks of disease, unsanitary conditions and other matters 
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lying within the province of its work; to give intelligent 
and intelligible answers to inquiries such as these it is some- 
times necessary to make careful investigation of the facts, 
and in various ways tp perform a large amount of work, 
but with rare exceptions the responses received are such as 
materially facilitate the business in hand, and furnish all 
practicable information. In a word, correspondents gener- 
ally have cordially co-operated with the Board, and from 
their communications very much has been learned concern- 
ing the health conditions of the State or of different districts 
at various times. To all who have thus lent their aid and 
manifested their sympathy for the work in which this Board 
is engaged, I tender sincere thanks, and trust that both aid 
and sympathy will be given in future in even larger measure 
than in the past. I trust that all who are interested in the 
work of the Board will communicate their ideas freely and 
fully, and I invite any suggestions whereby that work niay 
be facilitated or be made more widely known, for it is upon 
the general knowledge by all classes of our citizens of the 
ends for which we are striving, and their co-operation in our 
efforts, that our success must depend. 

AID OF THE NEWSPAPER PRESS. 

Partial and incidental acknowledgment of the assistance 
rendered by the Press of Wisconsin to the work of the Board 
has already been made; it would be a lack of courtesy, 
however, were not special thanks extended by the Board for 
the general and practical interest in its work that has been 
manifested by the newspapers of the State during the past 
year. By reprinting wholly or in part the circulars issued 
by the Board from time to time, and in various kindly and 
effective ways bringing the work of the Board before the 
people, they have rendered signal service to the cause of 
preventive medicine, and have done much to favor the 
restriction of epidemic forms of disease. 
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THE LIBRARY OF THE BOARD. 

'J'he library is receiviDg constant accessions, the most 
numerous being in the way of gifts and exchanges from , 
other Boards, from sanitary organizations in various parts 
of liie United States and in other countries, from writers on 
hygienic topics, medical associations and kindred sources. 
While some of these additions may lack permanent value, 
the majority contain material of great worth. The follow- 
ing are the additions for the year: 

By Gift or Exchange. — 5th Annual Report, State Board of 
Health, Illinois; Public Health Laws and Sanitary Memo- 
randa, from J. H. Rauch, M. D., Springfield, 111.; 3rd Annual 
Report Board of Health of city of Detroit, from O. W. 
Wight, M. D., Health Commissioner. Proceedings of State 
Board of Health, Tennessee, July, 1884, from J. B. Lindsley, 
M. D., Sec. Quarantine and Commerce, from J. Holt, M. D., 
Pres. State Board of Health, Louisiana. Proceedings of 
Sanitary Conference at New Orleans, June 2-4, 1884, from 
J. Holt, M. D. Statutes of Massachusetts on Adulteration 
of Food and Drugs, from the State Board of Health, Lunacy 
and Charity. Sanitary Questions, by W. P. Gerhard, C. E., 
from the author. 42d. Registration Report, Massachusetts, 
from the State Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity. 6tti 
Annual Report Board of Health of Augusta, Ga. By-laws, 
Rules and Regulations, Board of Health of Augusta, Ga., 
from the Board. 3rd Annual Rept. State Board of Health, 
New Hampshire, from I. A. Watson, M. D., Sec. 13th An- 
nual Rept. Commissioner of Education, Washington, D. C, 
from Hon. J. Eaton. Transactions State Medical Society of 
Minnesota, 1884, from C. H. Boardman, M. D., Sec. Trans- 
actions State Medical Society, Alabama, 1884; from T. A. 
Means, M. D., Sec. Transactions Slate Medical Society, New 
York, 1883, from W. M. Smith, M. D., Sec. Report of Na- 
tional Board of Health, 1883, from Mr. W. P. Dun woody. Sec. 
4th Annual Report State Board of Health, New York, from 
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A. L. Carroll, M. D., Sec. Proceedings of National Confer- 
ence of State Boards of Health, St. Louis, Oct. 3 884, from 
J. H. Ranch, M. D. Bulletin Essex Institute, July, Aug. and 
Sept., 1883, April, May and June, 1884, from the Sec. Pro- 
posed plan for Sewerage system and for disposal of Sewage, 
Providence, R. I., from S. M. Gray, City Engineer. 9th Ann. 
Report Australian Health Society, Handbook to Colony of 
Victoria, from Mr. J. G. Burrows, Sec. 3d Annual Report * 
State Board of Health, New York, from A. L. Carroll, M. D., 
Sec. Transactions State Medical Society of Maine, 1884, from 
C. D. Smith, M. D., Sec. Contagious Diseases of Domestic 
Animals, from Hon. G. B. Loring, Commr. Agriculture, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Transactions State Medical Society of New 
Hampshire, 1884, from G. P. Conn, M. D., Sec. 5th Annual 
Report State Board of Health, South Carolina, from H. D. 
Eraser, M. D., Sec. 5th Annual Report State Board of 
Health, Lunacy and Charity, Massachusetts, from S. W. 
Abbott, M. D., Sec. Conspectus of Medical Colleges of 
America. Officicial Register of Physicians and Midwives 
of Illinois, 1884, from J. H. Ranch, M. D., Sec, S. B. H., 
111. 6th Annual Report State Board of Health, Illinois, 
from J. H. Ranch, M. D., Sec. 4th Annual Report State 
Board of Health,. West Virginia. Biennial Message of 
Governor of West Virginia, 1885; from J. E. Reeves, M. 
D., Sec. 8. B. H. Circular on Prevention of Diphtheria, Scar- 
let Fever and Typhoid Fever, issued by the State Board of 
Health of Illinois; from J. H. Rauch, M. D., Sec. Proceed- 
ings of 2nd Annual Convention, National Assoc. Plumbers; 
from the Assoc'n. 10th Report State Board of Health, Minne- 
sota; from C. N. Hewitt, M. D., Sec, 8th Biennial Report 
State Board of Health, California; from F. W. Hatch, M. D., 
Sec. 6th Annual Report State Board of Health, Connecticut; 
from C. W. Chamberlain, M. D., Sec. 8th Annual Report State 
Board of Health, New Jersey; from E. W. Hunt, M. D., Sec. 
Instructions concerning the first Symptoms of Contagious 
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Disease in Children, for the use of Teachers; from L. B. 
Tuckerman, M. D., Cleveland, Ohio. 32nd Annual Report of 
the Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded Chil- 
dren; from I. N. Kerlin, M. D., Supt. Supplement to 17th An- 
nual Report Register General, Ireland, with decimal tables;. 
20th Annual Report Register General Ireland; from T. W. 
Grimshawe^ Reg. Gen. 4th Annual Registration Report, New 
Hampshire (New Series), 1833; from 1. A. Watson, M. D. 
Reports National Board of Health for 1880, 1881, 1882, 1884^ 
from Mr. W. P. Dan woody. Sec. 12th Annual Report Board 
of Health, city of New Haven, Conn.; from C. A. Lindsley, 
M. D., H. O. Disinfectants and their use; Suggestions for the 
Prevention and Restriction of Disease; issued by State 
Board of Health, New Hampshire; from I. A. Watson, M. 
D., Sec. Facts for the People concerning Cholera; issued by 
State Board of Health, California; from G. G. Tyrrell, M. 
D., Sec. 2nd Annual Report Superintendent of Health, Prov- 
idence, R. I.; from C. V. Chap in, Supt. 1st Biennial Report 
State Board of Charities, Wisconsin; from A. O. Wright, 
Sec, Transactions State Medical Association, New York,. 
3884; from E. D. Ferguson, M. D., Sec. Health Laws of Da- 
kota ;f rom E. M. Darrow, M. D., Sec. Bd. H. Rules and Reg- 
ulations for Local Bds. Health; Hints concerning School 
Houses; Suggestions regarding Cholera; issued by State 
Board of Health, Maine; from A. G. Young, M. D. Sec. 
Message of Governor of New Hampshire, June, 1885; from 
1. A. Watson, M. D. Annual Report Board of Health, City 
of Richmond, Va., 1884; from J. G. Cabell, M. D., Pres. 7th 
Annual Report State Board of Health, Rhode Island; from 
C. H. Fisher, M. D., Sec. History of Vaccination Contro- 
versy at Rock Island, 111., 1882-85; from G. G. Craig, M. D., 
Health Commissioner. 2nd Annual Report State Board of 
Health. Tennessee; from J. B. Lindsley, M. D., Sec. 3rd 
Annual Report Provincial Board of Health, Ontario; from 
P. H, Bryce, M. B. Sec, Report of Board of Health and 
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Vital Statistics^ Hudson Co.,. Xew Jersey, 1S84; from L. W. 
Elder, M. D. Reports of U. S. C.>ii^uls oa Ciiolerci in 
Europe in 1884; from W. P. Dunwoody , S :?c. Xat BJ. H. An- 
nual Report of Board of Health, of city i>f R icine, year end- 
ing Mar. :]1, 1885; from J. G. Meachem, Jr. M. D., Chairman. 
Calender of Whitewater Xormal Scho il, term of 1884-85; 
from Prof. T. B. Pray. 4th Annual R 3por:, Board of Health of 
city of Detroit; from O. W. Wight, M. D., Health Comm'r. 
1st Biennial Report Xorthem Hospital for Insane, Wis.; 
from R. M. Wigginton, M. D., Supt Annual Report Health 
Department of city of Brooklyn, N. Y., 1884, from J. H. Ray- 
mond, M. D., Commissioner. Report of Health Departments 
District of Columbia, 1884: from S. Townshend, M. D. 4th 
Annual Report State Board of Health, Xew Hampshire; from 
I. A. Watson, M. D., Sec. 2d Annual Report, Department of 
Agriculture, Statistics and Health, Manitoba; from A. Bur- 
rows, Dept. Minister. Proceedings of Sanitary Convention^ 
Anderson, Indiana, April, 1884; from C. E. Diven, M. D. 20th 
Report Water Board, Cambridge, Mass. Report of City En" 
gineer, Cambridge, Mass.; from W. S. Barbour, C. E. Index 
Catalogue, Library- of Surgeon General's OflSce, U. S. A., 6 
vols.; from J. S. Billings, M. D. Transactions State Medical 
Society, of Xew Hampshire, 1885; from G. P. Conn, M. D.» 
Sec. Commercial Relations affected by quarantine regula' 
tions; from J. Holt, M. D. Supplementary Reports by U. S 
Consuls, on Cholera in Europe; from the Xat. Bd. Healthy 
Disinfection of Rags; from W. H. Smith, M. D., Health Offi. 
cer, X. Y. 7th Annual Report, Board of Health, city of Au" 
gusta, Ga., from the Board. Vols. 9. 10, U. S. Census Report, 
from Hon. P. Sawyer. 

Books Purchased. — Rohe's Hygiene; Maxims of Health; Our 
Bodies; Xervous Diseases; How to drain a House: Smith's 
Physiology; Practical Physiological Work in the School 
Room; Walker's Physiology; Wood's Library, 1885; Trans, 
actions American Public Health Association, vol. 10. Tra- 
cy's Physiology; Xat. Dispensatory; Hyde's Diseases of Skin; 
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Ringer's Therapeutics; Davis' Practice; Billings' Ventilation; 
Billings' Diseases of Animals; Hutchinson's Laws of Health; 
Steele's Physiology and Hygiene; Brand's Lessons in Physio- 
logy and Hygiene: The Man Wonderful in the House Beau- 
tiful; Our Homes and how to Live in Them; Supplement to 
the Revised Statutes of Wisconsin. Cottages. 

EXPENSES. 

The expenses of the Board for the year from September 30th 
1884 to September 30th, 1885, are shown in the following 
classified statement, the detailed items of which have had 
your approval as presented in vouchers Nos. 575 to 658 in- 
clusive. 

Official expenses of members $707 71 

Secretary for expenses 700 00^ 

Postage and box rent 428 15 

S< ationery 29 91 

Printing and binding. 221 31 

Books, Periodicals and Instruments 206 76 

For experiments in disinfection 25 10 

Insurance 7 00 

Furniture 50 10 

Repairs ' 2 70 

Express and freight 83 85 

Telegraph and Telephone 12 39 

Secretary's salary and clerical services 2, 200 00 

$4, 624 98 



In the above statement are embraced all the expenditures, 
bills for which have had your approval, but there remains 
unpaid two hundred dollars of the amount appropriated for 
salary of Secretary and for clerical services, and a bill for 
printing, the. exact amount of which has not yet been ascer- 
tained. These figures show an apparent excess of expendi- 
tures over the appropriation of forty-five hundred dollars 
made for the use of the Board. Such an excess of expendi- 
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ture can never really occur, and this apparent discrepancy 
is explained by the fact that parts of two calendar years are 
embraced in the above statement. The report for two years 
ago also showed an apparent excess of expenditure while 
the report for last year showed an expenditure apparently 
considerably less than the appropriation. 

During the year, as for several years past, I have still had 
the benefit of the services and judgment of Prof. T. W. Chit- 
tenden who has been associated with me in oflBce labor, and 
to whom I again desire to make suitable acknowledgment 
for faithfulness of service and for helpful and intelligent 
assistance in nearly every part of the work committed to my 
care. 

I desire also again to thank you, both as a Board and as 
individuals, not onl}^ for the cordial support you have given 
me, but also for 3'our intelligent and unrequited devotion 
to the health interests of the State. 

Appended hereto I present extracts from the reports of 
health oflBcers and others, the number and volume of which 
still remain very large notwithstanding the facts that I 
have dropped therefrom reports from many places (perhai)s 
a hundred in all), after having prepared them for presenta- 
tion with this report, and that I have shortened many of 
the reports which I retain, both of which I have felt com- 
pelled to do because of the restrictions placed upon the lim- 
its assigned for the report of the Board. Included with the 
reports which I present is a brief one from the State Veteri- 
narian, which will be of interest as showing the extent and 
nature of his work. 

Very Respectfully, 

J . T. REEVE, M. D., 

Secretary. 
Appi.eton, Wis., October '20, 1S85. 
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REPORTS FROM LOCAL HEALTH BOARDS. 



Of the reports made to the State Board of Health by the 
health oflBcers of local boards, and of the correspondence of 
the State Board as a whole, we may say in general terms 
that it has never before been so full and comprehensive as 
it has during this year. The nature and extent of this cor- 
respondence has been such that no summarizing statements 
concerning it would do it justice, or indeed has been possi- 
ble. How best therefore to give an idea of the scope of this 
correspondence has been a question, but on the whole the 
best and most practicable course appeared to be that which 
ha3 been adopted of giving the whole body of as many of 
these reports as space allowed, substantially in the form in 
which they were made by their authors, with only such 
alterations as were necessary to make each narrative co- 
herent and continuous, or to convey fully and fairly the 
writer's meaning. The compilation of these reports was 
begun at the earliest practicable date and has continued 
until a very recent one, as the letters have been received. 
As already said, a large number which have been thus pre- 
pared have been dropped for want of space. 

A complete alphabetical arran;:::ement of places from 
which reports are given in the following pages has not been 
found practicable, but all the returns from any one county 
are given together, while at the end are given general sum- 
maries of the progress shown by the correspondence, by 
counties. An exception is made in the first six of these re- 
ports, all of which were received at a very recent date, and 
in answer to special request, these reports being generally 
more comprehensive in their nature than was possible with 
the body of reports which follow them. These reports em- 
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brace the cities of Milwaukee, Watertown, Green Bay, 
Sparta and Hudson, and the towns of Auburn and Lomira. 
They show to some extent not only what has been accom- 
plished in these places but also to some extent the resulting 
benefits of sanitary work, the obstacles which have been met 
and Overcome, and the state of preparation in these places 
to resist the spread of disease, so far as the removal of in- 
viting unsanitary conditions can so prepare them. 

MILWAUKEE. 

I take great pleasure in furnishing such statistics as will 
give a clear idea of the work performed and the result 
therefrom in this, the metropolis of the state, which statis- 
tics will also be of interest to the people of the state at 
large. 

For the purpose of showing the contrast of work per- 
formed in this department for the different seasons of the 
year I have prepared statements for the first three months 
of the current year, when only one inspector had to look up 
nuisances and complaints, and also for the following six 
months, when a force of six inspectors was engaged to look 
up nuisances, besides those that were complained of. 

Although the force of the health department is but small 
as compared with the size of the city, considerable clearing 
up and destroying of germs of disease was accomplished 
during the summer months. About the first of October, 
however, the additional force was discharged for want of 
funds, which is deeply to be regretted, as all the districts 
into which I had divided the city could not be visited by in- 
spectors as often as necessary. My jurisdiction does not ex- 
tend to the public streets, alleys, places, etc., any farther 
than to make recommendations and references to the proper 
departments, but is confined to private property, and if in 
the hands of non-residents, it requires such a long list of 
processes to be gone through with, that I have only accom- 
plished the filling up of water lots in one single instance. 
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I will remark here, however that other city departmenta 
have helped me in carrying out my aim to put our city in 
good sanitary condition, by having public sewers cleansed 
at times, and Providence has done the flushing of sewers 
by abundant rains during the summer season, which would 
have had to be done otherwise by the opening of hydrants, 
and would have cost the city, if practicable at all, consider- 
able outlay for pumping water. The rivers, too, were 
dredged at places where the sewage had accumulated and 
the finishing of the dam has effected the cleansing of a slip 
which had before been in a deplorable condition. Lately 
ordinances were passed by the common council forbidding 
the keeping and selling of calves, cows, swine and other 
animals in a large district in several thickly-settled wards, 
including the so-called second ward cattle market. Also, 
an ordinance prohibiting the keeping of more than two 
milch cows in the fifth ward by one party on the same 
premises. The placarding ordinance of 1877 was also amended 
this year — making it more practical. Contagious diseases, 
during the nine months which this report covers, reached 
the number of 510, of which 3 were Small-Pox cases early 
in the season; all recovered; two of these cases were treated 
at the City Hospital. 311 Scarlet Fever cases, of which 
number only 25, or 8 per cent, proved fatal. Diphtheria 
cases reported 196; deaths 8G, or 44 per cent. Vaccination 
in public schools was commenced with the beginning of 
fall school term and has been continued up to date. I en- 
tertain no fears that this dread disease will make an inroad 
into our city to a great extent, nor do I think if Cholera 
should make an appearance next year in the States that it 
will find any breeding places in this city from which it 
could spread. 

Butchering of large animals in the city, is prohibited by or- 
dinances, in the months from May till September, but the 
ordinance is not generally observed. Since the city has no 
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slaughter house of its own there are not sufficient facilities 
offered by private parties. If slaughtering was only done at 
a place to be designated by the city authorities, inspection 
of animals would be very easy. The efficient meat inspector 
of this department has made, during the nine months past, 
over 2,000 inspections, has confiscated over 15,000 pounds of 
unsound meat, and has condemned several sick animals. 
Only one report of glandered horse was received; the horse 
was shot immediately, and carcass totally destroyed. 190 
dead horses were reported this year up to Oct. 1st and one 
of this number died of hydrophobia. All dead animals (1,044) 
are to be collected free of charge by the garbage contractor, 
who got for the nine months work the sum of $7,229.50, employ- 
ing an average of 18 teams and having removed during this 
time 7,606 loads or yards of garbage, making it cost the city 
95 cents each. 

Complaints — number entered Jan. 1, to March 31, 337 

number entered Ap. 1, to Sept 30, 5,282 

Orders for abatement of all sorts of nuisances during the first 

three months 75 

The last six months 4,363 

Amongst these were 1,536 orders to clean vaults and 1,349 
to make connections with public sewers. Nine scavengers 
have work for 20 teams and have removed over 5,000 yards 
of night soil from the city, at an average cost of $3 per cubic 
yard; besides there were 585 permits for cleaning vaults 
issued for work not ordered. References were made to 
Board of Public Works for abatement of nuisances in 60 
cases; to Water department in 23 cases — other references 
25 cases. Special orders issued 72. 

Only in six cases it became necessary to enforce compli- 
ance with orders by suing ofifenders, which few cases had 
the effect of other orders being more readily complied with. 
In a case of selling meat of a diseased cow, the offending 
party was find at municipal court $100 and costs. 
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Ice. — There are about a dozen firms here Engaged in the 
ice business. Early in April I sent out circulars requesting 
the dealers to report ice crop. Only five have responded and 
the summary is as follows: Ice cut on lakes in interior 
of State, 41,400 tons; on Milwaukee river above dam, 1,000 
tons; below dam, 39,500. Total crop reported, 81,900 tons. 

Since the beginning of the year 24 physicians have regis- 
tered, making the whole number 146. During same time 21 
midwives have registered, total number 148. 

I append a statement of deaths for the last nine months * 
and of deaths for the like period of 1884, 1883 and 1882, by 
wliich it will be seen that the increase of deaths in 1885 
over those in 1882 is only 80, while the population during 
said time has increased some 40.000: 



January. . 
Feoruary. 
March — 

April 

May 

Juna 

July 

Aufi^ust... 
September 

Total. 



1885. 


1884. 


1883. 


235 


214 


287 


182 


182 


191 


209 


158 


192 


210 


205 


226 


221 


227 


235 


219 


205 


210 


249 


268 


217 


331 


379 


298 


242 


236 


286 


2,098 


2,074 


2,142 



1882. 



216 
214 
187 
192 
245 
202 
205 
325 
232 

2,018 



The above are reliable figures, and all deaths which have 
occurred in the city were contained therein, since no burial 
can take place without a permit from this office, and physi- 
cians are obliged to make returns within 24 hours from 
death, and cemetery associations and undertakers at end 
of each month. 

R. MARTIN, M. D., 

Health Commissioner. 
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WATERTOWN. 

Particular attention has been given during the last year 
to the suppression of nuisances (principally privy vaults, 
hog- pens and the garbage on the streets and alley- ways), 
and to the close isolation of all cases of contagious disease. 

Far less trouble has been experienced this year in making 
the people realize the importance of sanitary measures, and 
we have been fortunate in having a Board of Health that 
would co-op 3rate with the Health Officer in all needed re- 
forms. 

The city for the past year has been remarkably free from 
contagious disease. No doubt cases have occurred that have 
not been reported, and some of our resident physicians have 
been careless in reporting cases of contagious disease, al- 
though postal card blanks have been furnished to all. 

The drainage of the city might be improved upon. The 
water supply is fair; that from artesian wells is very good, 
while that from more shallow wells is mixed more or less 
with surface water. Our school rooms as a whole are well 
heated and ventilated. 

I think our immunity from disease is largely due to the 
more general education of our people with regard to the 
importance of sanitary measures. 

F. C. MOULDING, M. D. 
Health Officer, 

AUBURN AND LOMIRA. 

We have had no serious outbreak of any form of disease, 
although we have have had sporadic cases of Diphtheria, 
Typhoid, Dysentery, and Cholera Morbus, the origin of which 
was not directly traceable. 

The provisions of the law requiring all physicians to re- 
port promptly all cases of contagious or infectious disease 
to the health oflBcer are, I think, generally and conscien- 
tiously complied with throughout this locality. It is, how- 
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ever, often a diflBcult thing to quarantine houses where a 
disease of the kind makes its appearance against the visit- 
ing and running to and fro of neighbors and friends, to say 
nothing of the gadabouts who are " never afraid of anything " 
and who are ready always to sacrifice time and health if 
need be in obtaining all the details of the sick room, the 
treatment, the prognosis, etc., etc., wherewith to regale the 
whole neighborhood. 

Thus far we have had no special cause for complaint, a 
fact which is due to the absence of any epidemic form of 
contagious or infectious disease, such as might result in 
more crowded and consequently more filthy localities. Our 
water supply is in general of the very best character being 
naostly from very deep wells, many of which are drilled to 
a depth of 70 or 80 feet. I have tested samples of the 
waters of many of these wells, and found only one which I 
consider detrimental to the health of those using it. This 
well was one of some 50 feet deep whose water was so 
thoroughly charged with decaying vegetable matter that it 
assumes at times a reddish, terra-cotta hue and emits a sick- 
ening, putrid vegetable odor. I became satisfied after care- 
ful investigation that there must be an underground channel 
leading into the well from a low marshy piece of ground in 
the vicinity. Blackened bits of wood, grass and twigs all 
having the appearance of having been long submerged 
were often brought up with the water. The well was con- 
demned and the family, which had previously been sickly 
and from which three precious little ones had been taken by 
death in as many years, are now enjoying the best of health. 
The water supply comes from a new well, the depth of which 
is not so great as that of the old one, but which gives pure 
and wholesome water. 

The sanitary work done has been of two kinds, one hav- 
ing reference to matters of the cleanliness of cellars, 
stables, premises generally, and the removal of oflfal, 
manure heaps and refuse; the other to the removal of certain 
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buildings in the town of Auburn from the bank of the river, 
said buildings being used for the purpose of slaughtering 
cattle, the blood and offal from which were thrown into the 
river; orders were also made for the burial of dead hogs 
found in a small running stream in the same town. 

I have made it a rule to observe at every opportunity the 
sanitary condition of my district, and in the active exercise 
of my profession am sure to come in contact with every sec- 
tion if not every residence in my beat. I never lose a 
chance to call the attention of individuals or of communi- 
ties to any matter of sanitary importance, giving such advice 
and recommending such remedies and measures as the case 
suggests. I think that in this' way all that could be accona- 
plished by a systematic inspection is reached, and the cost 
of such an inspection is saved; we all know that this ques- 
tion of cost is one of great weight and import with town 
boards, whose members depend on the suffrages of their 
friends and neighbors for their elevation to such positions. 

I am sorry that I cannot give you definite statistics of 
mortalitj for the year, but I am convinced that the rate is 
smaller than for preceding years. 

L. EIDEMILLER, M. D. 

Health Officer. 

GREEN BAY. 

The historv of sanitarv work in this citv commences with 
ISSi^, when the Health Board investigated the condition of 
the wells and privies of the public schools. In one case the 
well was found to be about fourteen feet deep, and situated 
less than four rods from the privy vault, the ground being a 
sandy alluvium, about eight or ten feet in depth. The 
water was of a light amber color and of rather unpleasant 
odor, A specimen from this well, with one from another 
and one from the court-house well, was sent to a chemist 
for analysis. AU were pronounced unfit for use, in conse- 
quence of which the wells were filled up, and were replaced 
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by Artesian wells, improperly so-called, which were piped 
down into the first stratum of rock only, but were a vast 
improvement upon the former ones. 

In the report which condemned these wells the Health 
Board recommended that the system of vault-privies at the 
schools be discontinued and dry-earth closets substituted 
therefor, but this recommendation was not at that time favor- 
ably regarded. 

In 1881 the Board was requested to investigate the sani- 
tary condition of the county jail. It did so, and reported 
unfavorably, especially as to its privies, and recommended 
dry-earth closets instead of the vault system then in use. 
This recommendation, together with a plan by the secretary 
of the Board for the construction of the closets, was at once 
adopted by the county board: 

In the latter part of the same year vaccination was made 
a requisite for admission to the public schools of the city for 
both teachers and scholars, the Board of Health and the 
Board of Education concurring in this action. 

In 1883 the Health Board resolved to urge upon the com- 
mon council the passage of an ordinance prohibiting 
entirely any future construction of privy-vaults, and such 
an ordinance was accordingly drafted and a member of the 
health board was delegated to lay it before the common 
council. The latter body, however, failed to take action 
until 1884, in May of which year it was again introduced 
and through the strenuous exertion of the health board was 
enacted into law. 

Since that time the dry earth closet has been constructed 
for all new buildings, although in many cases the construc- 
tion has been faulty, the receptacles not being even water- 
tight and in many others no dry earth or other absorbent 
has been used. The experiment has therefore been a fail- 
ure to a certain extent, and many of the closets have 
given rise to the same soil contamination that existed before, 
ffhile others are even more offensive nuisances than the 
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vaults they displaced. In the majority of cases however 
the advantages of the system have been duly appreciated, 
and it has proved a great advance upon the old system 
especially on premises owned by the occupant. 

In July of the same year, 1884, the Board of Health adop- 
ted the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, Iq the opinion and judgment of this Board of Health the two 
buildings now used by the city for school purposes, and located as follows, 
to wit, one across the street and northerly from the south ward school 
buildings, and the other commonly called " the chicken coop," and located 
by the side of tlie high school building, are for sanitary reasons totally un- 
fit for the purposes for which they are used, and ought not to be, and 
must not be longer used for such purpose^; therefore. 

Resolved, That both of said buildings be, and they are, by this Board 
condemned for such purposes, and that neither of these buildings shall 
again be used by this city for school-rooms. 

Resolved. Tnat a copy of these resolutions be at once (served on the 
school board. 

Whereas, In the judgment of the Board of Health the present privy 
«ystem in use at the public schools of this city is vicious and dangerous 
to those in attendance upon said schools, and to the public generally, and 
must be abated; therefore, 

Resolved, That said system be, and is by this Board condemned and de- 
clared a nui.-'ance, and that the School Board be reqaesttd to adopt the 
dry earth system at once. 

Resolved, That in cat^e the School Board neglects or refuses to abate the 
present system, this board will at once cause the said system to be discon- 
tinued, the vaults to be cleaned and filled with earth, and the dry earth 
system introduced at the expense of the city. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be at onoa served ui>on tlie 
School Board. 

The Board of Health had first recommended the use ot 

dry earth closets at the public schools of the city nearly 

four years prior to the adoption of these resolutions, but it 
was not until the old vault system was formally condemned 

that the change was made. The Board of Education left the 

reconstruction of the privies to the Health Board; estimates 

of the costs were made, plans for the work were prepared 

and the whole matter laid before the common council by 
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which body the necessary funds were provided, and the 
Board of Health proceeded to carry out the necessary im- 
provement. 

The condemned school buildings were abandoned for 
tschool uses and in their stead a comfortable modern structure 
was erected, warmed and ventilated on correct principles, and 
thus in both respects the action of the Board of Health was 
followed by good results. 

In the spring of the present year the Board of Health of 
the preceding year was reappointed as a whole, and all its 
members qualified with a single exception. It being the 
expectation of sanitarians and medical men generally that 
Cholera would visit the United States during the year, in 
which event the disease might appear without warning at al- 
most any point of our own State, one of the first acts of the 
Board after organization was to ask of the city council the ap- 
pointment of a special police to aid in the work of cleansing 
the city. The Health Officer was instructed to publish a cir- 
cular address to the public, informing them of the plans and 
expectations of the Board, and asking their general co-oper- 
ation and help in putting the city in the best sanitary con- 
dition possible. Somewhat later the Board made a regulation 
defining certain limits as those within which hog-pens were 
prohibited. 

It has also condemned the old city lock-up or jail, and at 
this date is endeavoring to secure «n appropriation of $500 
for the purpose of constructing a comfortable pest-house, 
situated in an uninhabited part of the city, to which stran- 
gers or others affected by contagious disease may be taken 
for proper care and safety, the board of health proposing to 
prepare suitable plans and to superintend the construction 
of the building. This request of the board will probably be 
acceded to by the common council. 

Since the recent outbreaks of Small Pox in Marinette Co. 
and in view of the direct connection of the city with that 
section of the state, the board has again required the vao- 
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oination of all persons connected with the public schools 
and has directed the exclusion of all, teachers or pupils^ 
who have not been successfully vaccinated within the past 
five years. All other persons who may be unprotected have 
also been urgently requested to secure vaccination for them- 
selves immediately. 

In giving the above account I have confined my setf to the 
more prominent and important works undertaken and ac- 
complished by the local board of health within the past 
few years. It will be understood, therefore, that a large 
amount of the ordinary and routine work of a local health 
board has been accomplished in addition to what has above 
been described, but an account of which would probably 
have but little interest even if it were written. 

B. C. BRETT, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

SPARTA. 

In the spring after organizing, we divided our board of 
Health into three divisions to constitute a Board of Inspec- 
tion and we went in pairs and inspected all the public and 
private premises in the city, then met and reported, after 
which I ats Health officer, ordered everything which could 
endanger the public health removed or abated, such as de- 
caying vegetation, cess-pools, pig-pens, foul privy vaults, etc 
etc. In almost every instance owners of property responded 
promptly to our requests, and the result was a general clear- 
ing |Up of the city both on private premises and in streets and 
alleys. 

Our Board as a whole made three such tours of inspection 
during the season, aside from the more or less constant care 
of the Health Officer, and as a whole I can report that our 
city is to-day in a most excellent sanitary condition, and un- 
pleasant odors and filth are hard to find. 

We have had no epidemics here this season. We had 
only one case of Scarlet Fever, no Typhoid, in fact none of 
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those diseases which originate or find encouragement in nox- 
ious gases^ filth, etc. We hare however, I am sorry to say^ 
met with some opposition in our work, and in one case resorted 
to legal measures to secure the removal of a nuisance. This 
was a man who neglected to remove an old manure pile aa 
ordered; he was fined before a justice, after which the 
offensive material was promptly removed. He has appealed 
to the circuit court where the case is now awaiting trial. 
There are others who have shown an inclination to resist 
the order, but it is believed that they will gracefully submit 
and clean up. 

Respectfully, 

F. P. STILES M.D. 

Health Officer, 

HUDSON. 

For the past three years we have had the most active sani- 
tary measures instituted in our city. Our people have, with- 
out an exception, taken a great interest in the ordinances and 
regulations of the Health Board. They have uniformly 
cooperated with the Health Officer in the discharge of hia 
duties. The records are regularly and uniformly kept, and 
the Board of Health meet regularly every three months, 
and at the call of the Health Officer. Three extra sessions 
have been held during the summer months. In the begin" 
ning of tne year new dumping grounds were established — 
far remote from the city limits, and beyond any possible 
danger of infection from decomposing waste; and by direc- 
tion of the Health officer, all inflammable material was con- 
sumed by fire, and the dumping grounds freely strewn with 
the ashes mingled with lime and chlorinated lime. Sewers 
running from the business portion of the city and from our 
large hotels and boarding houses were ordered cleaned and 
lengthened so as to extend below low water mark. 

About the first of May the Health Officer sent out a circu- 
lar, calUng attention to the necessity for a general cleaning 
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up, and the free use of chloride of lime. This was generally 
responded to by our people, so that within twenty days our 
city had discharged over 400 loads of garbage and waste on 
the dumping grounds, and chloride of lime had been put to 
the most extensive use. On the 15th of May, the following 
ordinances were unanimously adopted by the Board of 

Health : 

1. That the Health Officer make weekly inspection of all sewers and see 

that tbey are put and kept in sanitary condition. 

2. That the Health officer weekly inspect all grocery stores, their cel- 
lars and out buildings and see that they are kept in clean and sanitary 
condition. 

3. That the Health Officer be requested to rigidly enforce weekly inepec- 
tion of the premises of all meat markets and other places keeping organic 
matter. 

4. That the Health Officer make weekly inspection of all public places 
including hotels and see that no slops and refuse matter be deposited aboat 
€uch places. 

These ordinances have been uniformly enforced. Our 
city, once so favorable to the development of diphtheria, has 
had no well defined case during the past year, while not 
more than three cases of Scarlet Fever have been reported, 
with no mortality. Measles has been unknown for a year, 
until within a week or two a half dozen cases have been re- 
ported, but all uniformly light. A limited number of cases 
of Typhoid Fever have appeared during this and last month. 
No fatalities thus far. At a meeting of the Board of Health 
on Oct. 1st the following notice was directed to be sent out 
by the Health OflBcer. 

NOTICE FROM BOARD OF HEALTH. 

It is the unanimous request of the Board of Health that all property 
owners gather and have carted away, all the refuse and filth about your 
houses that has gathered during the summer; First, because of the poesible 
prevalence of SmaU-Pox during the winter; and second, because there wUl 
be just that much less filth to remove in the early spring months, when it 
is difficult to separate this refuse from the frozen earth and ioa. 

It is also recommended that your wells and cisterns be cleaned at thiv 
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season of the year, that you do not drink during the winter months, water 
tainted with organic matter. 

It is also recommended that all privies that need cleaning be attended to 
during the cold winter months. A free use of chloride of b'me about your 
home at this season of the year may save you a possible attack of Typhoid 
Fever. 

The Board of Health are under obligation for the good support rendered 

them in their, work during the summer and beg that you do not lose your 
interest in the general sanitary regulations, that we will be able to place 

our city above the possible danger of malignant diseases. 

Respectfully, 

Dr. IRVING D. WILTROUT, 

Health Officer, 
By order of the Board of Health. 

This notice was very generally observed, and in in- 
stances where it has been neglected the Health OflScer, after * 
inspection, has enforced the ordinances. 

Our city has a very commodious pest house away from 
the city limits, which the Health OflScer has set in readiness 
for the reception of a patient; and has also engaged a com- 
petent nurse who is at all times ready to take charge of a 
case of small pox or any other contagious diseases that it 
may fall to our lot to care for. 

Universal vaccination has been recommended. Dr. S. C. 
Johnson a member of the State Board has rendered valuable 
service to the local Board. 

Very Respectfully, 

IRVING D. WILTROUT, M. D. 

Health Officer. 

ADAMS CO. 

Easton: J, A. Bidwell, Health Officer. Population 600. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells ex- 
clusively. No hospital building. No sanitary work done 
because the population is widely scattered, the community 
is a farming one, and, " as a general thing their premises 
are kept clean so that the Board thought there was no need 
of inspection." No public buildings other than school 
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houses which are in good sanitary condition. No foul privy 
vaults or similar nuisances are known to exist on private 
premises. 

There have been two cases of Diphtheria in the township 
during the summer, which were the subject of corespond- 
ence between the health officer and the State Board of 
Health. As soon as their existence was ascertained both 
were taken in charge by the local board of health, the pub- 
lic schools were closed and all measures adopted by the board 
to prevent the spread of the disease. No other sickness 
of any kind. Probably not all cases of contagious disease 
are reported. 

The local Board adopted and published ordinances (1) for- 
bidding any person living in a house where dangerous con- 
tagious disease exists attending any public school, church, or 
other assemblage, until the termination of the disease and a 
thorough disinfection of the premises and clothing, and pro- 
hibiting all persons not living in a house where such disease 
exists, or being in attendance on the sick as nurse or phy- 
sician, from entering or visiting such house; (2) requiring all 
residents of the township to examine their premises and 
dwellings and remove all decayed vegetable and other nox- 
ious matter, to see that privies and barn yards were so 
arranged as not to give rise to any contamination of wells, 
springs or other sources of water supply, and to abate any 
nuisance that might be found to exist; and (3), authorizing* 
and directing the health officer to visit and examine any 
place that he should deem in need of inspection and give 
such directions as might be found necessary with respect to 
sanitary improvement. 

New Haven, G. Campbell, Clerk. Health board organ- 
ized. Water supply from wells and springs. No hospital. 
No sanitary work done and no ordinances adopted. Reason 
• assigned: ^^ We have been so highly favored in the past that 
we trust in Providence for the future." Public thorough- 
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fares^ etc., are pretty much as nature left them, with a few 
exceptions. Few nuisances known to exist on private prem- 
ises. No contagious or other forms of disease have recently 
existed or are known at present. *^This is an inland town- 
ship, with no villages or railroad connections and but little 
travel other than purely local." 

Springville, G. Ager, Clerk. No board of health organ- 
ized; no sanitary work done. Diphtheria has prevailed to an 
unknown extent, and three deaths from it have occurred. 
The duty of appointing a health oflBcer and organizing a 
board of health has been laid before the town board, but that 
body has failed to act. No case of contagious disease is 
known to exist at this time. 

Friendship: J. M. Harrison, M. D, Population 504. No 
Board of Health has been organized this year to my knowl- 
edge. Water for drinking purposes is obtained from wells; 
no examination has ever been made as to its purity, but it 
is so hard as to be useless for cleansing purposes. No hos- 
pital. No sanitary ordinances, and no sanitary work done. 
The responsibility for the neglect lies with the supervisors 
of the town. Streets and thoroughfares are in as good con- 
dition as can be expected, but I have no doubt that there 
are p»rivy vaults which endanger the purity of wells. There 
are such vaults within less than fifty feet of wells which 
are dug: in a sandy soil. There are also barns and stables 
in too close proximity to wells. 

ASHLAND CO. 

Jacobs: M. Hart, Clerk. Population, 800. Board of Health 
organized. Water supply partly derived from wells, and 
partly from Chippewa River. No hospital and no place 
where contagious diseases can be isolated. No ordinances 
have been published, but the local health board has made 
«very one keep the back yard clean and the front one too. 
TThe roadmaster reports to the board of health all unclean 
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matters, carrion, etc., left on the jmblic thoroughfares^ and 
such things are promx^tly removed and burned. 

There has been no case of dangerous contagious disease 
in the town for three years past. 

Ashland: Dr. O. ir. Harrison, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion about .VX)0. Board of Health apx^ointed. Public water 
supply from Lake Sui>erior. We have two hospitals but 
could not with safety put a case of Small Pox or Diphtheria 
into either as we cannot comp>letely isolate any case. No 
sanitary ordinances have been adopted. As regards sani- 
tary work, the board has caused all outhouses, etc., to be 
cleaned, the surface draiiage to be put into as good a condi- 
tion as i^ossible, and made arrangements by which all gar- 
bage and refuse is hauled a mile from town and there 
burned. Our streets, etc., are all in good sanitary condition. 
In some of the more densely populated blocks we cannot do 
all that we should like to, but we have tried with all our 
might to keep the place clean. 

We have had no Diarrhoeal troubles, but last spring we 
had about twenty cases of Diphtheria, and about a month 
ago the disease suddenly appeared in a family living in a ' 
new house, with good drainage and no old privy; there was 
no known source of contagion. Cases of contagious disease 
are always reported. 

BARRON CO. 

Chetek: Dr. L. H. Nichols, H. O. Population, 623. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply from wells exclusively 
No hospital. No sanitary ordinances adopted. Some drain- 
age has been done by private individuals, but no systematic 
work done or inspection made by the board or under its 
direction. Streets and thoroughfares in good general -^^ 
condition. Health OflBcer reports some general cleansing 
of i)rivate premises at his personal solicitation, and con- 
siders the sanitary conditions as being on the whole good. 

Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever have prevailed to some extent 
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and have been reported to the local authorities, though not 
to the State Board of Health. 

Cumberland {city) : Dr. W. C. Pease, late Health Officer 
Population, 1,560. Board of health organized, but health 
officer resigned, the board not being willing to make ade- 
quate compensation for the work required. Water supply 
from wells. City has no hospital building. A partial sani- 
tary survey was made occupy ing about ten days' time. Pools 
of stagnant water exist in several places, and there are 
many privy vaults which need cleansing and disinfection. 
Several wells in the portion inspected get drainage directly 
from privy vaults and barnyards and there are some foul 
pig pens and barns. 

Diarrhoea and Typhoid Fever are making their appearance, 
and there are also two families where Scarlet Fever exists. 
There has also been one case of Diphtheria. 

It is not believed that the local authorities intend to do 
wrong but they have no adequate idea of the necessity for 
sanitary work, or of the risk incurred by the existing con- 
ditions of things, and of this lack of knowledge we are 
Hkely to see the results in the near future. 

Prairie farm: Dr. G. G. Barnett, H. O. Population be- 
tween ^00 and 600. Local Health Board organized. Water 
obtained from wells exclusively. Town has a hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances have been adopted and no 
work done, the Board thinking it unnecessary unless some 
epidemic disease appears. I have personally inspected some 
premises and made suggestions for their improvement 
which suggestions have been followed in some instances, in 
others not. I do not understand that I have any power to 
act independently of the board. 

With few exceptions the public thoroughfares, buildings, 
etc., are in good sanitary condition, and there are no dan- 
gerous accumulations on private premises. There have been 
a few cases of Diarrhoea or Dysentery but there are none 
7— H. 
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at present, and no form of contagious disease now exists. 
So far as I know the requirements of the law in regard to 
reportinj^ such diseases are met. 

Stanley, including village of Cameron: Dr. W. W. Stew- 
or/, i/. (). Population of town, G36; of village, 184. Board 
of Health organized. Water obtained from wells. No Hos- 
pital. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no systematic 
work done. Reason assigned, no authority given by health 
biXird to health olficer. Public places in fair sanitary con- 
dition. Some pig pons, privy vaults, etc., on private premises 
that art^ menaces to the general health. 

Ovsouterio and Diarrhoeal forms of disease have been 
prevalent to some extent, but there is no contagious disease 
existing at present in either town or village. So far as I 
know the law relating to such diseases is generally complied 
with. 

TvKTi.K i-AKE: Dr. ir. Wilbur^ Health Officer. Health 
IxXirvi orgi^nizevi. Water supply from wells: no analysis 
over made, Xo hv>spital and no poor house. Xo sanitary 
orvliuanoes have In^on adopted, but the health officer has 
quarantim\l Cvmtagious diseases and notified all concerned 
that the quarantine will be invaded at the i>erQ of arrest of 
the per^vni s\^ doing. Xo action has been taken by the Board 
Uvkiug to an inspeoti,^n of the town, indeed I do not know 
that the Bv\irvt has ever been cv»nvened since its organiza- 
lion. Ther^^ art* many foal privy vaults, etc which threaten 
public health: mauv of the r\?:>idetits are dependent on null 
operations: \.v»ui:ig and going as these are active or the 
rx^vei'so. they art> iuditfereiit as to the sanitation of a 
Uvalitv wherx:^ it mav cv thev will>rav but a short time. 

Pvseitiory auvl Oiarr>vva are ;ir:d have been prevalent 
tbrvnigli tlio sunur.er, bu: I have se^^n no true Typhoid Fever. 
Thorv* \vort> iu oue h.Kise las: year several cases of Typho- 
Malarial bVv^^r, atui there is now a oase of Diphtheria in the 
samehou5!k\ the oalyo.v>e hi taeuowx ^Vit^ regard to report- 
ioi; vvntagtv^iis di$ea$e$ hiahertx\ I oamioc $aor. At present 
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I think it is done, but there are some physicians who object 
to isolation and oppose quarantine. 

Barron : Dr, C. Jenks, Health Officer, and H. Olson, Clerk. 
Population about 900. Board of Health organized. Water 
supply from wells. Town has a hospital building. No san- 
itary ordinances have been adopted but nuisances have 
been removed. There has been no systematic inspection 
but public places are in good sanitary condition, and no 
nuisances are known to exist on private premises. No 
special form of sickness has been or is now prevalent. Cases 
of contagious diseases are reported when they occur. 

BAYFIELD CO. 

Bayfield: Dr. H. Hannum, Health Officer. Population, 
1,469. Board of Health organized. Water supply from 
springs which are led into a reservoir above the village, from 
which the water is conducted by wooden pipes to all parts 
of the place. No examination ever made so far as known. 
No hospital. No sanitary ordinances adopted. Two in- 
spectors were engaged for one day, and a general cleaning 
of all streets, alleys, etc., was inaugurated. Hence public 
thoroughfares are generally in good condition, but there are 
dangerous nuisances on private premises. 

Diarrhoea has been more than usually prevalent of late, 
but there are no cases of contagious disease at present. 
Such diseases are reported whenever they occur. 

BROWN CO. 

Bellevue: Dr. T. Denissen, Health Officer. Population^ 
884. Health Board organized. Water supply from wells. 
No hospital. No sanitary ordinances adopted and no work 
done. No reason assigned for neglect. Public places and 
buildings said to be in good condition, and no nuisances re- 
ported on private premises. No special form of disease 
prevalent, contagious or otherwise. Should cases occur they 
would be reported. 
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Green bay (town) : V. Bader, Clerk. No Health Board 
organized. Water supply from wells. No hospital. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted and no work done. Reason as- 
signed ''The Board refused the clerk salary last year." 

Privies on both public and private premises are in bad con- 
dition. There has been no sickness of any kind, and no 
form of disease prevails at present. Contagious diseases 
are reported when they occur. 

Green bay {city): Dr. B. C. Brett, Health Officer. Pop- 
lation, 8,000. Health Board organized. Water supply partly 
from ordinary wells and partly from artesian wells; none of 
the latter are flowing wells, and all are private, there being 
no system of public supply. The city has a small hospital 
building though one not well adapted to such uses. Ordi- 
nances have been adopted prohibiting the use or construc- 
tion of privy vaults within the city, limiting hog pens, 
requiring the report of all cases of contagious disease either 
by the physician or by the head of the family in which such 
disease occurs, and regulating other similar matters. A 
systematic inspection of nearly all the premises, both public 
and private in the city has been made, the members of the 
board of health, six in number, acting as inspectors, each in 
the district assigned to him. All public buildings, streets, 
thoroughfares, etc., are in a fair state of cleanliness, and the 
same thing is now true of private premises. There may 
still be a few foul privy vaults, but very few. 

There has been no special form of disease prevalent in the 
city during the current year, nor is there any at present. 
The law concerning the report of contagious diease is well 
observed. 

Holland: J. Carroll, Clerk. Population, 1,450. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply from weUs and springs. 
Town has a hospital building. Barns, outhouses, public 
highways and alleys have been systematically inspected 
and are now in good condition. No nuisances are known to 
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exist on private premisos. No prevalent disease. Contagious 
diseases would be reported should they occur. 

Preble: L. Liebman, Jr., Clerk. Population, 1,264. Health 
Board organized. Water supply from wells and springs; no 
examination ever made. Town has no hospital, but in case 
of need can readily secure a building. No ordinances 
adopted. Some work done in the way of inspecting and 
regulating slaughter houses, and if any public nuisance is 
known or reported the board gives it prompt attention. 
Streets and other thoroughfares are in good condition and 
no nuisance dangerous to health is known on private 
premises. 

There has been no sickness prevalent in the town during 
the summer nor is there any at the date of this report. 
Hence there has been nothing to report. 

Wrightstown: Dr. H. B. Kendall, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation, 2,459. Water supply from wells and springs; no ex- 
amination ever made. Town has no hospital but negotiations 
for such a building are now being made, and we shall soon 
have one at our command. No sanitary ordinances have 
been adopted; but much effective work has been done under 
direction of the Board of Health. Many noisome stagnant 
pools have been drained, manure heaps have been removed, 
privy vaults cleaned and pig pens cleansed. In the village 
tiling has been laid under many of the street crossings. 

There has been no systematic inspection of the place, 
residences being widely scattered, and in view of the fact 
that any directions given by the Board of Health have al- 
ways been promptly obeyed, the Board has not deemed 
further action necessary. 

There are a few places in the town which need cleansing 
on both public and private premises, but all of these are 
now under consideration by the Board of Health and con- 
cerning most of them orders have already been issued. 

There have been about a dozen cases of Diarrhoeal dis ease 
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and two of Typhoid Fever during the summer, and Whoop- 
ing Cough is now prevalent among children, but with these 
exceptions the town is remarkably healthy. The require- 
ments of the law concerning contagious disease are gener- 
ally met. 

Glenmore: J. Heffernan, Clerk. Population, 1,345. Board 
of Health organized. No public system of water supply; 
water obtained from wells for all purposes. No hospital. No 
sanitary ordinances. No inspection has been made but the 
health board has recommended cleanliness in and around 
dwellings; we have had no sickness of any kind, and the 
board, therefore, has considered inspection unnecessary. 
This is a farming country; we have no streets other than 
the ordinary highways. Our school houses and the grounds 
connected with them are always kept in good sanitary con- 
dition. To my knowledge there are no nuisances on pri- 
vate premises. 

There has been no sickness during the summer nor is 
there any now. No contagious cases of disease have oc- 
curred. 

Depere: Dr. A. C. Mailer, Health Officer. Population, 
2,143. Health Board organized. Water supply derived from 
wells at present. Artesian wells for public use now in course 
of construction. No hospital, but one can be obtained in 
any emergency. Only ordinance adopted relates to keeping 
of pigs within certain limits; forms of notification to house- 
holders have been prepared upon which extracts from the 
State laws are printed. A house to house inspection has 
been made by the health oflBcer; with the aid of a member 
of the board of health selected by him. All public buildings 
and grounds are in good sanitary condition and the neces- 
sary work is continually carried on. On private premises 
there are still nuisances existing. 

There has been a certain amount of Diarrhoea during the 
summer, but not more than usual. There is no contagious 
disease at present. All contagious cases are reported. 
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Lawrence: R.Morrison, Health Officer. Population, 997. 
Health Board organized and in working order. Water sup- 
ply from wells, the depth ranging from ten to sixteen feet 
in the clay, and in localities where sand prevails, from 
twenty to thirty-five feet. No hospital. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. The health officer has looked over the 
town and so far as his judgment goes, the place is in fair 
sanitary condition. Streets and alleys, there are none. 
Schoolhouses are in good shape, but the health officer will 
report more fully when his inspection is completed. 

No form of contagious disease has appeared in the town 
this summer. The doctors report all cases when they 
appear. 

BUFFALO COUNTY. 

Canton: H. Thompson, Clerk. Population 730. No Board 
of Health. Water supply from Springs. No hospital. No 
sanitary ordinance adopted or sanitary work done. The 
town is a country town, all the residents are farmers, and 
the board has taken no action, thinking, I suppose, that it 
was not necessary, and being also afraid of extra expense. 

Fountain City: Dr. M. W. Waterman, Health Officer. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from springs 
and wells, of good qualitj'' as a general rule. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances, but the members of the 
board of health and the health officer have made an inspec- 
tion of the place, finding very few nuisances, and very little 
that is objectionable from a sanitary standpoint. All bad 
conditions found have been ordered corrected, and action to 
that effect will be carried out. 

In one house there have been four cases of Typhoid Fever, 
one of which is now in progress. The disease was brought 
thither by the member of the family who contracted it on 
the Mississippi River. Two cases proved fatal, a third re- 
covered, and the fourth is now progressing as already 
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stated. The law requiring report of contagious disease is 
not well observed. 

Waumandee: J. Turton, Health Officer, Population 054. 
Health Board organized. No public water supply. Water 
from springs and wells. No hospital. No special sanitary 
ordinances. No inspection made and no sanitary work 
done. " The board did not see the urgent need of any in- 
spection so long as no disease prevailed in the district." So 
far as known to the board or to individual members there 
are no accumulations of filth on either public or private 
premises. 

No form of disease has been or is prevalent in the town. 
No contagious disease requiring medical aid has occurred in 
the town^for a long time. 

Alma, city: Dr, N. McVey, Health Officer. Population 
1,500. Board organized. Water supply from wells. No 
hospital. Sanitary ordinances adopted, (but not received at 
oflBce of State Board as yet.) A recent change from a vil- 
lage to a city charter has made some confusion and caused 
some delay in sanitary work, but some of the worst places 
in the city have been inspected, and arrangements have 
been made for their improvement. The whole board of 
health, three members, have acted as inspectors. Streets 
and thoroughfares generally are in fair condition. The 
school house grounds have been drained, the privies cleaned 
and disinfected, and the same things have been done at the 
court house. The floor of the lower story of the school 
house is too close to the ground for health. There are privy 
vaults on private premises that should be cleaned. 

There has not been any form of disease prevalent recently: 
on the contrary the city has been and is very healthy. Con- 
tagious diseases are reported when they occur. 

Nelson : P. Farr, Chairman. Population 1,768. Health 
Board organized. Water supply from wells and springs. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances. The board 
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has exercised a suflBcient supervision to know that things 
are in a reasonably good sanitary condition. Public places 
are in fair sanitary state and I know of no privy vaults or 
other accumulations on private premises that are obnoxious. 
It has rarely been more healthy in this town at any time 
within my knowledge than during the past summer. I do 
not know that a single case of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid Fever has appeared in the town and there is no sick- 
ness at present that I know of. We have no physicians 
resident in our town and I do not think that contagious 
cases are reported. 

Naples: L. A. Merritt, Health Officer. Population 798. 
Health Board organized. Water supply from wells and 
springs. No hospital building. No formal ordinances have 
been adopted, but I have been instructed to use my judg- 
ment in case of any emergency and to call the board together 
when I deem it necessary. When I took the census I had a 
good opportunity to investigate the sanitary conditions of 
the town, and considering the character of the place, I 
thought them very good. 

The population being entirely farmers, we have been re- 
markably free from Diphtheria, Typhoid Fever and similar 
diseases. We have had no cases of Diarrhoea or Dysentery 
and there is no contagious disease in the township. There 
were some cases of Glanders among horses, but on notifica- 
tion the State Veterinarian came here and ordered the ani- 
mals killed, which was done. No cases of contagious 
disease having occurred, there was none to report. 

BURNETT CO. 

Grantsburg: J. O. Johnson, Clerk. Population 1,641. No 
Health Board organized, for the present year. Water supply 
from wells. No Hospital building. No sanitary ordinances. 
"This is a country place where sanitary work seems of little 
consequence and therefore the town board have overlooked 
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it. The country around is dry and sandy, and very healthy." 
Streets, public thoroughfares and school houses are in good 
sanitary condition, and so far as known no nuisances exist 
on private property. 

There has been less sickness than usual during the sum- 
mer and there is no form of disease now prevalent. Conta- 
gious diseases are reported when they occur. 

Marshland: J, L. Roberts, Health Officer. Population 
1,064. Health Board organized. Water supply from wells 
and springs. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted and no work thought necessary. Some unsanitary 
conditions exist on private premises which will be duly 
attended to, but all public premises are in good condition. 

No prevalent diseases at present or recently. Contagious 
diseases are reported when they occur. 

CALUMET CO. 

Brillion: Dr. L N. McComb, Health Officer. Population, 
village, 530. Both town and village have local health boards. 
Water supply from wells. No Hospital. No Sanitary or- 
dinances. Slaughter houses have been properly cleansed, 
pig pens and cow stables have been removed or cleaned and 
kept clean, and low places have been drained. The local 
hoard has required proper sanitary care of all things coming 
under its jurisdiction, and as a result our thoroughfares 
and other public places are in good condition and there is 
nothing offensive on private premises that does not receive 
immediate attention. No Diarrhoeal or similar disease has 
been prevalent, during the summer but we now have to dea 
with Scarlet Fever. Contagious diseases are reported when 
«ver they occur. 

WooDViLLE: (?. Kemper, Clerk. Population 1,509. N 
Board of Health, no suitable person can be found who w^ ^^0 
accept the position of Health Officer. No public wat^^^^. 
supply. No hospital. No sanitary ordinances adopted ^ ^nd 
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no work done. " Can give no reason but that there has been 
no disease prevalent to an alarming extent." No form of 
disease existing during the summer or at the present time. 

CHIPPEWA CO. 

Bloomer: Dr, R. Cottington, Health Officer, Population 
€50. Board of Health organized. Water supply from driven 
wells almost exclusively; no examination ever made to my 
knowledge. No hospital. No sanitary ordinances adopted. 
There has been no work done except what the health oflBcer 
himself has undertaken from time to time. I think that all 
public places and buildings are in good sanitary condition 
and I have tried to make the people see the necessity of 
care in regard to outbuildings, manure-heaps, stagnant 
water, etc., and so far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
matters under this head are pretty thoroughly atttended to. 
There has been no prevalent form of sickness nor is there 
any now. Contagious diseases are reported. 

Cadott: Dr. C. Watson, Health Officer. ' Population 835. 
Board of Health organized and reported. No public water 
supply. Water obtained from wells and springs. No hos- 
pital and no building adapted therefor in case of any dan- 
gerous contagious disease. No ordinances have been 
adopted, but I have personally requested the leading men 
of the place to report to me any and all nuisances promptly, 
and I have attended to all such reports. 

With the exception of the school house our public build- 

ixigs are in fair condition. There, stagnant water stands 

^nder the basement floor, and I shall do all I can to have it 

Removed. There is but one nuisance of any kind that I 

^now of on private premises, and that I am after. 

There have been a few cases of Diarrhoeal trouble but 
^i^othing specially severe, and no form of contagious disease 
^:iow prevalent. Contagious disease reported whenever it 
^^ccurs. 
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Eagle Point: W. B, Bartlett, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 1,194. Board of Health organized. Water supply from 
wells and springs. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted, and no systematic work done. A slaughteir 
house was complained of and inspected. It was pretty bad^ 
but the owner has of late been more careful. 

There is no form of disease now prevalent nor has ther^ 
been any of late. 

Flambeau: J. fV. Fritz, Clerk. Population about ISO- 
No Board of Health organized. Water supply from th 
Chippewa river mostly, and a few wells. No hospital. N 
sanitary ordinances. No sickness has occurred in the tow 
since I came here some four years ago, with the exceptio 
of two cases of consumption in an Indian family; hence th 




town board has not thought it necessary to organize a boar< 
of health. The only wrong thing that I know of in a saim. 
itary way is the throwing of some little filth into • the riv^ nr ^^r 
by parties who do not have to use the water. There is n_^^ _-*o 
physician nearer than thirty-four miles. 

La Fayette: W. J. Crane, Clerk. Population, 1,40<IZ^ 0. 
Health Board organized. Water supply from wells. N 3"o 

hospital at present, but shall soon have one. No sanitary" — ly 
ordinances adopted as yet, but as soon as the boards whic^5^=5h 
has but just been organized, can get into working ord c— j<-^ sr, 
rules will be put in force. Streets, thoroughfares and pubL ^ -^ic 
places generally are in good condition, and so far as kno^i^r^i ^^ iQ 
there are no nuisances existing on private property. 

Diarrhoea and Dysenteric disorders have been more pr^ ^ ^v- 
alent of late than for years before. There is no form of c<^ — -con- 
tagious disease in the vicinity. Contagious diseases iir^ ^ -"^ill 
doubtless be reported should they occur. 

South Chippewa {village) : V. Morgan, Clerk. Populati 
1,153. Health Board organized. No public water supp' 
No hospital building. Ordinances have been adopted p: 
viding that in the event of any owner or occupant of a: 




State Board of Health. 109 

Reports from Local Health Boards. 

premises within the village suffering any nuisance to exist 
thereon, whether by exercising any un wholesome or offen- 
sive trade, calling or business, or by having or permitting 
any offensive building, outhouse, sewer or sink, or any un- 
sound, putrid meat, hides, carcass or filth of any kind to be 
or remain on such premises, it shall be the duty of the mar- 
shal or of the police to give notice to such occupants forth- 
with to remove the same, and any owner or occupant 
neglecting for twenty -four hours to obey orders so given 
shall be liable to fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars, and 
for all costs and expenses of removal. And it shall be the 
duty of the marshal at the expiration of twenty-four hours 
after such notice of removal has been served to remove any 
nuisance or cause of offence, and at the cost of the person 
on whose premises the same may be found. 

It shall be the duty of the marshal to inspect all parts of 
the village twice in each year in the months of May and 
August, and to make report to the Board of all streets and 
alleys requiring attention and of the sanitary condition of 
all premises in the village. 

Inspections have been made several times under the pro- 
visions of the above ordinance by the marshal or the street 

commissioner. The board has spent up to date this year 
about $1,800 in draining the streets, etc., and they are now 
in good sanitary condition. There may be a few cases 
Tvhere nuisances exist on private premises, but they are 
very few. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery are very prevalent in this place 
a,t present; at least one death has occurred and several are 
sick. The only contagious disease known is Chicken-pox. 
Such diseases are reported when they occur, so far as I 
know. 

CLARK COUNTY. 

Greenwood: Dr. O. L. Buland, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 700. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
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ply; water from wells exclusively. No hospital. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted, but the local board has endeav- 
ored to carry out the line of work indicated by the State 
Board of Health. All dead animals have been removed and 

# 

buried, and it has cost us some trouble to enforce our orders 
in this respect, but we have succeeded in almost every case; 
thoroughfares and public building and places are in good 
condition, and so far as we can learn there is no dangerout 
nuisance existing on private premises. 

Dysentery has been very prevalent during the summer.^ 
especially among the older people, but has now somewhal 
abated. There is no form of contagious disease in the towi 
at present. Such diseases are reported as far as I can lean 

Fremont: L Fike, Health Officer. Population 413. Boar< 
of Health organized. Water supply from wells exclusivel; 
No hospital. No sanitary ordinances, nothing done in th __ _^ne 
way of sanitary inspection or work, there having been n ^ lu 
contagious disease in the town. The larger part of the |iiii m o- 
ple are Germans and very penurious; hence as an inspe^^^** ac- 
tion would involve some small expense, there has l^ ^ =^ n 
none made, and it is not likely there will be any, unless und^^^^ er 
compulsion. I was appointed as health oflBcer with the ui^^kz: n- 
derstanding that the people could take care of themselv^^^^^ss! 

There was one case of Scarlet Fever during the summ^^^^^er, 
but at present there is no sickness. There is no physici^^^^san 
resident in the town. 

Hewitt: J. M. Christmas, Clerk, Population 134. Boa^ :^cr -i^rd 
of Health organized. Water supply from springs and we^-K-^Us 
exclusively. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinance ^^iz^es 
adopted. Two inspectors have been employed and the tow^*"'«^'^^ 
has been systematically examined, and all noxious and d ^^ * ^ ^' 
caying matters have been removed from highways andp^' -^on- 
vate premises, all of which are in good sanitary condition. 

There has been no form of sickness prevalent ,and nocai 
of contagious disease exist at present. Such cases are 
ported when they occur. 
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HixoN: P, F, Lantz, Health Officer. Population 454. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply from wells. No hospi- 
tal. No sanitary ordinances adopted. I have examined a 
good many premises and warned their occupants and the 
residents generally in regard to keeping clean. 

No special form of disease has been prevalent nor is 
there at present any contagious sickness in the place. 
When contagious diseases do occur they are reported. 

[Thesre is an overflowing privy in neighboring town of 
Withee, the parties owning which have been warned but 
have given no attention to the matter, and there is a good 
deal of stagnant water on the depot grounds at the same 
place to which the railroad company pay no heed.] 

Levis: G. W. Grousbeck, Health Officer. Population about 
300. Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells 
exclusively. No hospital. No sanitary ordinances. No in- 
spection; the inhabitants are all of the working class and 
no one seems to have time for any sanitary work or inspec- 
tion. The privy of School District No. 1 is in bad condition^ 
but it is not used. There are no nuisances on private prem- 
ises that have come under my observation. 

There has been no sickness of any contagious kind. 

Mentor: Dr. B. Alderman, Health Officer. Population 
350. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
'water from wells exclusively. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances. Board of Health has authorized the 
health oflScer to have any necessary work done, and all car- 
rion has been removed and buried and some low places 
drained. The clerk of the board has acted as inspector. 
Streets and thoroughfares, schools and school premises are 
in good sanitary condition and at present there are no nui- 
sances existing on private premises; some foul privy vaults 
have been filled up and privies have been removed. 

There have been no cases of contagious disease, and such 
cases are reported when they occur. No sickness at 
present. 
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Sherman: Dr, J. H. Clark, Health Officer, There has been 
no inspection. I have been appointed health oflBcer, but 
have done no work and do not feel inclined to look after 
public buildings, streets, grounds public and private, and 
other matters without receiving some remuneration in 
return. 

Concerning contagious diseases lean only say that I have 
been located here but three months during which time 
there have been no cases of such disease. 

Warner: H. M, Root, Clerk. Population, 590. o Board 
of Health. No public water supply. No Hospital. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted or work done except the burial 
of carcasses concerning which complaint has been made. 
The town comprises three townships and the people are 
widely scattered, but no nuisances are known on private 
premises. 

There has been no sickness, contagious or other. 

Unity: N, C. Ransom, Clerk. I have but just been ap- 
pointed to the clerkship owing to the removal of the former 
incumbent, hence my knowledge is somewhat imperfect 
There has been a health board organized. There is no sys- 
tem of water supply, water being obtained wholly from 
wells. No hospital or other building where a sick man can 
be cared for. No ordinances have been adopted or work 
done so far as I know. Our town and village lie in a healthly 
locality and there is but little sickness except such as comes 
from carelessness or exposure. Thoroughfares and public 
buildings, and grounds are in good sanitary condition. The 
privy system here is the most objectionable feature, but the 
subsoil is an impervious clay — so impervious that wate 
falling into an excavation will never leach away. 

There has been no sickness of any kind this summe 
• Should any contagious diseases appear they will be r 
jported. 

Washburn : cT. If. Winters, Clerk. Population, 300. 
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Board organized. Water obtained from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances. I have personally in- 
spected all the premises in the town and find them all in 
^ood condition. Streets and public places are also clean. 

No form of disease has been prevalent of late. Contagr- 
lous diseases are reported when they occur. 

Withee: Dr, W. R . McCutcheon, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion, 450. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances and 
no systematic work done as the board did not consider it 
necessary, the town being very sparsely settled. There are 
numerous privies which need cleaning but I am not «ure 
that there are any which injure the water used. 

There has been no sickness whatever. Contagious diseases 
would be reported should they occur. 

York: H S. Chase, Clerk. Population, 775. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply from springs and wells. 
No hospital building. No ordinances have been deemed 
necessary; the clerk of the board and the health oflBcer look 
after the general sanitary condition of the town. The 
township is very thinly settled and during the past six 
months there have been but three deaths of which one was 
a case of accidental poisoning, one an old man, and one a 
young child. 

No contagious diseases have appeared and therefore none 
have been reported. 

COLUMBIA CO. 

Columbus (city) : Dr. R. W. Earll, Health Officer. Pop- 
ulation 2,084. Health Board organized. Water obtained 
from artesian well. No hospital building. No sanitary or- 
dinances. No sanitary work done. Reason assigned, " not 
necessary; town generally clean." There may be some foul 
privies, etc., but no complaint has been made. 

There has been no special form of disease prevalent during 
8— EL 
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the summer nor is any contagious disease prevalent now. 
Contagious cases are always reported. 

Fort Winnebago: P. Van Brunt, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation about 500. Health Board organized. Water supply 
from springs and wells. No hospital. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. This is a town that contains no villages or 
thickly settled places, and all the residences are placed at 
«ome distance from each other. Inspection has therefore 
been deemed unnecessary. With the exception of some two 
or three localities we think the town is in a fair sanitary 
•condition. 

It has been very healthy here during the past summer, 
and there are now no cases of contagious disease. I think 
that such cases are reported when they occur. 

Hampden: W, McBurnie, Clerk. Population 915. No 
Board of Health has ever been organized, the chairman of 
the town board thinking it unnecessary. Water is obtained, 
from springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. No work done and no report made as 
to condition of the place. 

To the best of my knowledge no sickness has been preva- 
lent during the summer, nor is there any contagious disease 
now. There is no physician within eight miles and I do nofc 
know whether contagious disease is reported or not. 

KiLBOURNE CITY: W. J. Kerskaw, Clerk, and Dr. O. W^ 
Jenkins, Health Officer. Population, 1,037. Health Board 
organized and active. The majority of the inhabitants 
have their own wells, but there is also a public well, thirteen, 
hundred feet deep, the water from which was examined 
about a year ago and pronounced absolutely free from or- 
ganic matter. No hospital building. Sanitary ordinanceB 
have been adopted requiring report of all cases of danger- 
ous contagious disease by the attendant physician or tho 
head of the family; forbidding any person affected by sucb 
diBease, or the inmate of any house wherein it exists froua 
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appearing in public until all danger of affection is over, the 
fact to be certified by some responsible physician; prohibit- 
ing any public funeral services in the event of death from 
Buch disease, except by permission of the health oflBcer and 
under such restrictions as he shall impose; requiring all 
privy vaults, manure heaps, or places where any decaying 
animal or vegetable matters are deposited to be kept in a 
thoroughly inoffensive condition by means of proper disin- 
fectants, and the removal of all manure heaps, vaults, etc., 
which can bj any possibility affect the water of any well, 
and the thorough disinfection of the spot on which such 
matters have been; and the removal of all hog pens from 
certain specified limits. In addition to this ordinance all 
pig pens within the corporate limits are required to be 
cleansed daily and all matter removed therefrom must be 
covered with fresh clean earth and wholly removed from 
the corporate limits at least once a week. The local board 
has labored assiduously to enforce these regulations and has 
met with gratifying success. A committee of three has 
been appointed whose duty it is to visit and inspect all 
streets, alleys, lanes, privy vaults, cellars and sources of 
water supply, and report thereon to the health officer, 
which duty has been faithfully performed daily since Au- 
gust 3, 1885. The inspection has also included saloons, 
butcher shops, schools, depot, livery stables, and all other 
places where inspection seemed needful. Most of the alleys 
are still in bad condition, but the board is making every 
effort to remedy this and other unsanitary matters, with 
good prospect of success. The schoolhouse and grounds 
are in excellent condition. There are yet some foul pig pens 
and privy vaults. 

The place has been remarkably free from Diarrhoeal and 
Dysenteric trouble and from Typhoid Fever; there is no 
contagious disease of any kind in the village. Contagious 
diseases are reported whenever they occur, t. e, in the vil- 
lage; in adjoining towns I am certain that they are not. 
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We are making strenuous efforts to put our village in 
good sanitary condition, but a properly organized Board of 
Health has never been in existence until the present year. 
Our streets and alleys have been overloaded with filth, but 
there is now a decided improvement in their appearance. 
Most of our people are anxious to have our village a model 
of sanitation, but there is yet much to be done. 

Leeds: Dr. C. E. Woodford, Health Officer. Population 
1,200. Board of Health organized. Water derived almost 
wholly from wells, many of which are drilled in the rock to 
a depth varying from thirty five to ninety feet. No hos- 
pital provision. No special ordinances have been, adopted 
further than to authorize the health oflBcer to quarantine all 
contagious cases, to post notices of the same and to report 
to the Board any cases which require the interference of 
the town authorities, as strangers and those without perma- 
nent homes. At a meeting of the Board early in the summer 
the circular issued by the State Board of Health was con- 
sidered, but no action was taken thereupon and no inspection 
instituted it being decided that nothing was required that 
could better the sanitary conditions within the limits of .the 
the town. There are no public buildings other than district 
school houses all of which are believed to be in good sani- 
tary condition. 

Scarlet Fever assumed a more malignant type than usual in 
this locality during the spring months. Disease affecting 
the digestive organs is not as frequent as usual. At present 
there are no cases of contagious disease; such cases are al- 
ways reported when they are known, but it is probable that 
slight cases of Diphtheria sometimes escape notice. 

Newport: J. W. Brown, Clerk. Population of town out- 
side of Kilbourne City, 553. No Health Board organized this 
year. No public water supply. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work of any 
kind has been done. It has not seemed that a local health 
organization would be of much importance in view of the 
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scattered condition of the population outside of the village. 
There are whole sections in some cases without a single res- 
ident, and in others with only one or two families. There 
has been nothing unusual in the way of sickness during the 
summer, and there is now no contagious disease. Physicians 
usually report any cases of contagion promptly when they 
occur, but there have been none in the town for several 
years. 

Otsego : Dr. W. A, Pease, Health Officer. Population 1,515, 
including the two villages of Eio and Doy lestown. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply from wells almost wholly. 
No hospital building, but should any emergency occur there 
would probably be no delay or difficulty in having the cases 
taken care of. No special ordinances have been adopted, 
but the health oflBcer is expected to keep an eye upon the 
sanitary conditions of all dwellings, etc., and to inform the 
people generally what is required of them. Unusual pains 
have of late been taken to secure this end and I think that 
proper conditions are very generally maintained. Public 
places and thoroughfares are in good sanitary state, and we 
have no knowledge of anything on private premises that 
can endanger public health. 

Of Diarrhoeal, Dysenteric or Typhoid troubles there has 
been less than usual in this locality, and at present there are 
no cases of contagious disease under my observation. The 
laws requiring report of contagious cases are very generally 
observed in this vicinity. 

Pacific: jB. Jennings, Clerk, Population 278. No Board 
of Health. No public water supply. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances. No sanitary work done, for the 
reason that " the general health of the people of the town 
has been so good that there seems nothing to do. There 
are privy vaults that need cleaning, but none that endanger 
the purity of the water supply, that I am aware of." 

I think there has been less than usual of Diarrhoeal and 
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Dysenteric forms of disease. There is no contagious disease* 
prevalent at present. 

Portage: Dr. W, Meacher, Health Officer. Population, 
5,551. A committee of the common council act as a board of 
Health. No public water supply; water for drinking pur- 
poses obtained from wells. No hospital building. No sani- 
tary ordinances adopted. No inspection made or sanitary 
work done, the city council not deeming it necessary. 
Streets, thoroughfares and public places and buildings in 
good condition. Portage is one of the healthiest places in 
the United States; we never have any bad epidemics of 
fevers or contagious diseases. When we do have any con- 
tagious cases, as a rule, they are mild. We very seldom 
see any Typhoid Fever and malaria is unknown. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea or Dysentery. 
Measles and Whooping Cough have prevailed during the 
summer to some extent, but there is none of either at pres- 
ent. I believe that contagious cases are reported when they 
occur. 

PoYNETTE: Dr. L. A. Squire, Health Officer. Population 
500. Health.Board organized. Water supply from springs 
and wells. No hospital building. Ordijiances have been 
adopted requiring the removal of pig-pens, the cleaning of 
alleys, and privies have been ordered cleaned and disin- 
fected. I have inspected public and private premises and 
have served as inspector since last spring. All orders given 
have been readily obeyed and I think that I can safely say- 
that the place is in a reasonably good sanitary condition, as 
regards both public and private premises. 

There have been a few simple cases of Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery, and two of Typho-malaria fever, but there is no 
special form of disease prevalent at this time. The pro- 
visions of the law are generally complied with as regards 
the report of contagious cases. 

LoDi (village) : Dr. S. M. Blake, Health Offixxr. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply generally from wells; 
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to some extent from mineral springs. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, the people depending on 
their health oflScers to accomplish the same object. Dr. 
Irwin, acting for the town of Lodi in conjunction with 
myself acting for the village, made personal examination of 
privies, pig-pens, etc., and ordered all needed changes, which 
orders have been complied with. The authorities have fur- 
ther caused to be published in the local newspaper such 
extracts from the circulars of the State Board of Health as 
they deemed suflBcient, and have urged a strict compliance 
with the suggestions therein contained. All streets, alleys, 
thoroughfares and public places are in good sanitary condi- 
tion as also to the best of my knowledge are private 
premises. 

There has been but one case of Typhoid Fever in this 
vicinity this season, and less than usual of Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery. No form of contagious disease is now preva^ 
lent. Cases of such disease are reported when they occur. 

CRAWFORD CO. 

Eastman: J. H. 3fcDonald, Health Officer. Population 
100. Board of Health organized. No public water supply* 
No hospital building at command. No sanitary ordinances* 
Some stagnant pools have been filled and cellars, outhouses,. 
etc., have been cleaned. The people are paying much better 
attention to such matters than has formerly been the case,, 
but no inspection has been made and no systematic work 
done for the reason that there has been no seeming necess- 
ity. Streets and thoroughfares, schoolhouses and the grounds 
surrounding them are in good sanitary condition. There 
are no nuisances endangering general health on private 
premises. 

I cannot recall a single case of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid that has occurred in the town. There are no cases 
of contagious disease at .present, and such cases are re- 
ported when they do occur. 
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Prairie du chien (city) : Dr, E, Steiger, Health Officer. 
Population, 3,323. Board of Health organized. Water supply 
derived from artesian and driven wells. No hospital build- 
ing available. Ordinances have been adopted making: it 
the duty of the city marshal and his deputies, of the health 
oflBcer and his assistants to carry out the directions of thd 
local health board; making it the duty of the health board 
to investigate all causes of sickness and to take all necess- 
ary steps for the removal thereof, and constituting each 
member of the board an inspector with full powers for the 
ward in which he resides, and in the event of disobedience 
to any orders given for removal, disinfection, etc., the 
person or corporation responsible therefor is made liable to 
penalty not exceeding fifty dollars and for all costs and ex- 
penses of removal and disinfection; giving certain officers 
power to enter on private premises for purposes of inspec- 
tion and removal of all unsanitary conditions, and for the 
abatement of nuisances; and fixing a penalty for resistance; 
requiring report of all cases of contagious disease, and 
giving authority for the removal of persons affected there- 
by, and for the destruction or disinfection of furniture, 
clothing, etc., when necessary; prohibiting any drain or 
sewer to run into any open gutter or into any street or alley 
or over any sidewalks; prohibiting the deposit of any dead 
carcass, or animal or vegetable refuse or offensive matter of 
any kind upon the streets or public places; prohibiting the 
removal of any night soil or the cleansing of any privy 
vault, cess-pool, etc., from June 1st. to Nov. 1st., or during 
the day time at any season, or at any time without the same 
shall have been completely and effectively deodorized and 
disinfected; prohibiting the construction of any dam or 
other arrangement which shall cause stagnant water to 
accumulate or remain on any premises or grounds within 
the city limits, and placing a penalty on any neglect to 
drain or fill any pools or places on which stagnant water 
stands, and laying a penalty on any disobedience to any 
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directions given by the health oflBcer or any member of the 
board of health or by the marshal or any other officer act- 
ing under direction of that board. Forbidding any fouling 
or contamination of any public or private well, cistern or 
other source of water supply under the penalty of one hun- 
dred dollars for each offense. 

Sloughs and adjoining stagnant pools have been drained, 
alleys and pig pens have been cleansed, the disinfection of 
privy vaults has been enforced and some other general 
sanitary work has been done. So far as I know there are 
no privy vaults or other nuisances on private premises, 
which can endanger either any water supply or the public 
health. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid Fever during the summer, nor are there at this date 
any cases of contagious diseases in the city. Cases of con- 
tagious diseases are reported when they occur. 

Wauzeka: R. a. Lawrence, Health Officer. Population 
about 1,000. Health Board organized. Water supply from 
cisterns, springs and wells. No chemical tests have ever been 
applied to my knowledge. No hospital building, but one could 
readily be obtained should occasion require it. There have 
been no sanitary ordinances adopted further than a general 
notice given immediately after the organization of the 
board of health, which was very generally complied with, 
requiring all residents to make a thorough cleansing and 
purification of all privies, outhouses, barns, etc. There has 
never been any systematic inspection by the board or by its 
orders, but as health officer of the town, I have enforced the 
general order of the board above referred to when parties 
have neglected to comply therewith. All streets, alleys, 
public buildings and the like are in good sanitary condition. 
There are at present no private premises that are not in good 
condition also. 

There has been less sickness in the town this summer than 
for several years past. There is no contagious disease of 
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any form in this vicinity. I cannot say what the case has 
been heretofore, but I am satisfied that the law requiring^ 
the report of contagious diseases will be complied with if 
occasion occurs requiring compliance. 

Seneca: Dr. T, E. Decker, Health Officer. The township 
includes the villages of Seneca, population 100, and Lynx- 
ville, population 200. Population of township 1,340. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply from wells, springs 
and cisterns. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted, no inspection made and no work done, the local 
board having given no authority to any one to those ends. 
Nothing reported concerning sanitary conditions. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery have been more prevalent than 
usual, but have no t been more severe. There is no conta- 
gious disease at present nor have I seen any cases during 
the year. I cannot answer whether other physicians do or 
do not observe the law concerning such diseases. 

DANE COUNTY. 

Black Earth: Dr. U. P. Stair, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 500. Health board organized. Water supply derived 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. A general inspection of the village and private 
premises has been made by the health officer and sanitary 
work has been pretty thoroughly attended to. 

The health of this community has been exceptionally 
good. With but a single exception there has been no case 
of acute disease existent in the village for months. As yet 
there is not only no appearance of Choleraic disease, but not 
as much Diarrhoea, etc., as former years have produced at 
this season. There is no case of contagious disease of any 
kind. I think that such cases are reported when any occur. 

Blue Mounds: Dr. N. C. Evans, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 1,351. Board of health organized since 1884 and re- 
ported yearly. No public water supply; water generally ob- 
tained from springs and wells. No hospital building. No 
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sanitary ordinances adopted. There has been no system- 
atic inspection of this township, but all cess-pools have been 
drained and all yards cleaned. Streets, alleys, thorough- 
fares generally, with school houses and other public places, 
are in good sanitary condition to the best of my knowledge,, 
and there are no dangerous nuisances on any private prem- 
ises that I am aware of. 

Of Diarrhoeal and Dysenteric diflSculties we have had less 
this summer than last, and there are no forms of contagious 
disease now prevailing. The provisions of the law regard- 
ing the report of cases of contagious disease are strictly 
complied with. I know of no single case that has been ne- 
glected. 

Burke : Dr. W, W. Adams, reported as Health Officer. I 
have never been notified of any meeting of the Board of 
Health, but I believe we have one. There is a good spring 
brook running through the town, but no examination has 
ever been made of the water to my knowledge. I have not 
been authorized to act, but I have been up and down the 
stream and have taken care that no filth gets into the water. 
We have no hospital building. No sanitary ordinances havo 
been adopted, but I have taken the responsibility of direct- 
ing the residents to clean up their yards and drains espe- 
cially, and have done all that was possible without any 
backing by the board. If anything more has been done I 
do not know of it. The roads are in good condition; our 
school house occupies a nice location, but there has been no 
school for some time, so I have made no examination as to 
the condition of the vaults, etc. There are some pig-pens 
around the mills that may need looking after, but they are 
some distance away from the body of our little place, and as 
already intimated, I do not like to assume too much author- 
ity without some efficient support. Indeed, I am not sure 
that I have any authority, so that I shall be glad if you will 
accept this as the eimple statement of a private citizen. 
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There has been no Dysentery and no Typhoid cases, nor 
are there any cases of contagious disease. 

Dunkirk: L. D. Webb, Clerk. Population 1453. No Board 
of Health. Water supply from springs and wells. No hos- 
pital. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work 
done. No reason assigned for the neglect. No report on 
condition of thoroughfares. There are privy vaults on pri- 
vate premises which need cleaning, and which endanger the 
water supply. Some of the Scandinavians are very filthy 
in their habits. 

Diphtheria has been prevalent, but there are no new cases 
^t present, nor is there any other contagious disease in the 
town. The law requiring such diseases to be reported is not 
generally observed. 

Mazomanie: Dr. W. H. Oleason, Health Officer. Popula- 
lation 1,150. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water obtained from wells. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. No work done or sanitary 
inspection made. Cause, neglect of duty. Streets and pub- 
lic places are not in good sanitary condition, and there are 
on private premises many nuisances that should receive at- 
tention, but bavins: an ineflBcient board, these matters an 
neglected. We are now incorporated, however, and hop< 
to see a complete renovation of streets, alleys, barn-; 
privies, etc. 

There have been no Diarhoeal or Dysenteric troubles, bu4> 
have now under treatment one well-marked case of Typh< 
J'ever; patient sixteen years of age. Some physicians 
this vicinity comply with the law requiring reports of c< 
tagious disease, while others do not. 

Mazomanie: Dr. E. A. Brown, Health Officer. Boards 
Health organized. No public water supply. Water obtaii 
from wells. No hospital building. No ordinances have b 
adopted, for the place is in a transition state having % 
been incorporated. The Health Board, however, 
mended the cleansing of all privies before June 1 5, ult, t^lT^^zzhai 
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no decaying vescetable matters be thrown into streets or 
alleys; that all cellars be cleaned and whitewashed; these 
recommendations were adopted by the town board; unlesa 
complaint was made, very few persons paid any attention 
to them. No systematic work was done for lack of any 
ordinances and for want of funds. There are quite a num- 
ber of nuisances on private premises, and as soon as the 
village oflBcers have qualified under the new order of things 
I shall urge the passage of ordinances which will enable 
sanitation to be enforced and improve the health of tho 
town. 

There have been some cases of Typhoid Fever, and Ger- 
man Measles (Roteln) ran a pretty extensive course during 
the spring, but it is now over. All the physicians in this 
vicinity do not comply with the law requiring the report of 
contagious disease. 

Medina: Dr. C. A. Beebe, Health Officer. Population 
1,500; of village of Marshall about 300. Health Board or- 
ganized. Water supply from wells. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances are adopted. No sanitary work 
done or inspection made. No reason assigned for omission. 
There are on the premises of a large stock-buyer large hog- 
pens which are kept nearly full of swine at all times, and 
which are very offensive. With this exception the town is 
in fairly good sanitary condition. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid during the past summer in the town, nor are there 
mow^ any cases of contagious disease. Such cases are always 
reported. 

Montrose: TF. S, Wheelwright, Health Officer. I do not 
know the population of the township as a whole. The 
village of Belleville has about 150, and that of Paoli about 
100. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
v^ater for drinking obtained from wells. No hospital build- 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. There has been no 
systematic inspection of the place as to its sanitation, but I 
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as health officer have investigated the prevalent conditions, 
have personally looked after the condition of privy-vaults, 
pig-pens and the like, and have urged the necessity of care 
and cleanliness until I think that they are very generally 
kept in good shape. Public buildings and the premises con- 
nected with them ar^ in as good order as is possible. 

During the summer Diphtheria ard Scarlet Fever pre- 
vailed, but now Diarrhoea and Dysentery predominate. 
Scarlet Fever exists now in the township. The law regulat- 
ing the report of contagious cases of disease is generally 
observed in this vicinity. 

Springdale: Dr. LM.Siveat, Health Officer. Population 
1,300. Health Board organized. Water supply from wells 
generally. No hospital building. Nothing in the line of 
sanitary work has been done. No inspection and no in- 
spectors. Reason," general good health." Streets, alleys, thor- 
oughfares, public buildings and places are in about the aver- 
age condition for country villages. Some wells are too near 
the barns. No special forms of disease have been prevalent 
during the summer. Mumps in very mild form is the only 
contagious disease now prevalent. I cannot say whether 
the law requiring report of contagious disease is complied 
with, but think that it is generally complied with in tbta 
vicinity. 

Verona: Dr.C. K. Jayne. Health Officer. Population ^^ 
village, 100. Board of Health organized. No public wa'*^^ 
supply. Water for drinking purposes obtained from we ^^*' 
No hospital building other than poor-house. No sanit^^^ 
ordinances have been adopted. As I understand the m^ ^ 
ter, I can do nothing more than the health board will sa^^^f' 
tion, and am as yet unable to get any material supports— ^ ^^ 
sanitary work, as the public consider it an unwarran^^^ 
intrusion. No sanitary work has been done and no insp ^^' 
tors have been appointed except as I myself have acted ^ 
inspector, and have given what instruction I found pr^^^' 
ticable by conversation, etc., such work having been deenc:^ ^ 
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not necessary by the board. The only public building in the 
place is the school-house, which has been condemned and is 
unfit for use; a new one is soon to be erected. I know of 
but one privy in bad condition, and that I have ordered 
cleaned. 

Have not had a single case of Dysentery during the sum- 
mer, and but one case approaching a Typhoid type. 
Measles is the only form of contagious disease I have had 
on my hands during the past year. All cases of dangerous 
contagious diseases are reported as the law requires. 

Westport: Dr. N. M. Wheeler. No Board of Health or- 
ganized this year. An organization was effected in '83 and 
'84, of which I was the executive officer. I reported to the 
olerk from time to time, but there were no books provided in 
which records could be made, and no payment was ever 
made to the clerk, so that the reports and records were at 
last destroyed. The water supply is drawn from wells, and 
is at present good, although I do not know that any exam- 
ination has ever been made. There are, however, a number 
of wells that as things go, must after a time become loaded 
with nastiness. There is no hospital building. There have 
been no sanitary ordinances adopted. On the contrary, 
there are two slaughter houses, one stock-yard, a goodly 
number of hog-pens, one yard where both hogs and beeves 
.are kept to be fattened, located but a little distance from 
two church buildings and two school-houses, one a graded 
school where there are ninety pupils in attendance, which 
yard smells so foully that all civilized dogs have left that 
part of the town. Its owner is a member of the town board 
^nd is the chief enemy to a board of health. 

In 1883-84 I spent a good deal of time in a careful exam- 
ination of the place and a few persons upon my representa- 
tions put their places in order. The board, after hearing my 
report, came to the conclusion that when Small Pox put in 
-an appearance, or contagious disease should become epi- 
<lemic it would act, but it had no disposition to become in- 
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vol ved in a lot of lawsuits. There are on both sides of the 
main street covered gutters, the covering serving for side- 
walks, and these gutters are full of foulness. Slops from 
every dwelling house are thrown onthe ground, privy vaults 
in many eases need cleaning, there are nearly as many hog- 
pens as there are dwellings, and they just smell! There are 
a number of wells soon to be made foul by a slaughter 
house and stock-yard. How are these things to be cor- 
rected? No one seems to care, and town officers and citi- 
zens alike sneer at the whole subject. 

The place has been unusually free from common bowel com- 
plaints, and indeed from all classes of disease during the past 
summer. There have been a few cases of Diphtheria, but of 
mild type. This disease is constantly with us, and has been 
for a goodly number of years. In one locality in particular 
it has shown itself quite frequently for some thirteen or 
fourteen months past. As already said there is this year 
no organized board of health but during the time that such 
a board existed I do not know that a single case of contag- 
ious disease was reported to it by any physician practicing 
in the town excepting myself. 

Stoughton {city): O, Christopher, Clerk, Population, 
2,100. Board of Health organized. No public water supply. 
No hospital building. A brief general ordinance has been 
adopted requiring the removal of all oflfal, carrion, etc., and 
the observance of general cleanliness in regard to barns, 
stables, privies, cess-pools and the like, and giving the city 
marshall, power to require such places to be cleaned when 
necessary. 

Oregon: Dr, F. E. Salisbury, Health Officer. Board of 
Health organized (but no report made to State Board for 
this year.) No public water supply; water obtained from 
wells; no examination ever made. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. In the village some effort 
was made toward a general cleaning last spring; some 
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privy vaults were cleaned and manure heaps drawn away^ 
but outside of the village nothing was done and nothing 
considered necessary. We are about in average condition 
as regards sanitation. Probably there are nuisances on. 
private premises that threaten health, but I can make no 
report on them. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery have been prevalent, but there 
has been no Typhoid and no contagious disease. The law 
regarding such disease is not complied with. 

DODGE CO. 

Clyman: J, T. Walsh. Clerk, Board of Health organized. 
No public water supply; drinking water obtained from 
wells. No hospital building. No printed ordinances. Health 
officer acts on instructions from the board whenever the 
board deems it necessary. The only work done has been 
the cleansing of pig pens, and privies in certain localities. 
No nuisances are known to exist on private premises. Con- 
cerning public places and thoroughfares no report is 
made. ^ 

There have been no prevalent diseases during the sum- 
mer, and are no cases of contagious disease at present. 
Such diseases are reported when they occur. 

Elba: J. C. Brainerd, Health Officer. Population about 
1,800. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
■water obtained invariably from wells. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances whatever have been adopted. No 
systematic work has been done,, and no inspection of pri- 
vate premises made although I think there is need of it in 
some localities even in a country town, when a prominent 
and wealthy citizen appropriates the basement of his family 
residence as a lodging place for poultry by hundreds, as is 
the case in one instance in this town. The outbuildings on 
school grounds should be more carefully looked after. The 
reason why more work of this kind is not done is that after 
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^ health board has been organized and a health officer ap- 
pointed, the members of the town board are not sufficiently 
impressed with the importance of sanitary work to give 
any support to the health officer, thinking that the matter 
of preventing disease does not amount to much, and being 
afraid to incur any expense. 

No special form of disease has been prevalent during the 
•summer, neither Diarrhoea or Dysenteric forms have ap- 
peared nor has there been any contagious disease. As far 
as my knowledge extends the requirements of the law with 
relation to such diseases are fulfilled. 

Fox Lake: Dr. F. A, Wallace, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion not quite 1,000. Our village board in their wisdom have 
not seen fit to organize under the statute. Supply of drink- 
ing water obtained from private wells mostly; there are a 
few public wells in the village. No building of any kind is 
set apart for the reception of contagious disease. The board 
of trustees acting as a health board havlB directed me to 
look around the village and order the removal of any nui- 
sance found therein. I have inspected the village pretty 
thoroughly and had all back yards cleaned up, heaps of 
filth and offal burned, but have done this on my own respon 
sibility and alone as no inspector was appointed. All ou 
thoroughfares, etc., are in good sanitary condition, but ther 
^re privy vaults on private premises that ought to be cleans 
and pig pens that should be removed beyond the villag 
limits. There is, however, nothing that is very 
to the public health. 

HusTiSFORD: Dr. J. A. Schmidt y Health Officer. Popul 
tion 1,500. Health Board organized. Water supply fro 
wells. No hospital building. No need of sanitary ord 
nances. All public places have been inspected several tim 
during the past summer, the chairman, clerk atid m; 
acting as inspectors. Our school houses are in good 
tary condition, and there are no nuisances on private p 
1868, There has been no special form of disease during 
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summer, nor any contagious disease exists at present. Such 
diseases are reported. 

Mayville: Dr. J. Massmann, Health Officer. Population 
about 1,200. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply. Drinking water obtained mostly from wells and 
cisterns. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances. 
After much trouble the slaughter houses have been com- 
pelled to remove outside the city limits, but there has been 
no systematic inspection made, as the health board thought 
it needless. I have urged people to clean up as much as 
possible, but they are very slow in complying, or in doing 
anything for removing nuisances on their premises. In the 
spring a peculiar kind of '^Cholerine" went through this 
section, which extended through pretty much the whole 
county, but it is now over and there is no contagious disease 
existing. There have been no cases of disease to test the 
law. 

Portland: F. J. Byrne, Clerk. Population 1328. No 
Board of Health has been organized though I have repeat- 
edly presented the matter to the town board. Water obtained 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. No work done further than that necessary to pre- 
vent the spread of Diphtheria,' which disease appeared in one 
family and was confined thereto. The house was thoroughly 
disinfected at the termination of the ^case. No report of 
existing sanitary conditions. 

No form of disease has been prevalent, and no contagious 
disease exists at present. Contagious disease is reported 
when it occurs. 

Watertown: Dr. F. C. Moulding, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 8,400. Health Board organized.; No public water 
supply. Water for domestic purposes obtained from ordi- 
nary and Artesian wells. No hospital building at date of 
report, but negotiations are now being made for the purpose 
of securing one. No special ordinances have been adopted. 
The city marshal and health officer have visited all streets. 
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alleys, slaughter-houses and other places where any pui- 
sance was likely to occur. This city is in better sanitary 
condition than ever before, and the people seem more inter- 
ested in the subject and more can be done with them. The 
pig-pens were the greatest difficulty with which we had to 
deal, but the conviction and fining of a few owners had a 
very saluatory effect on the rest. All public buildings as 
well as most private ones are in a very fair sanitary con- 
dition; occasionally aplace is found that needs improvement 
and is promptly attended to. Stagnant pools within the 
city limits have been drained this year, and the sanitary 
outlook is, on the Avhole, very encouraging. 

The section has been remarkably free from all Diarrhoeal, 
Dysenteric and Typhoid forms of disease this season. We 
have occasionally a few sporadic cases of Diphtheria and 
Scarlet Fever but they are mild in type and never become 
epidemic. Such cases are better reported at present than 
they formerly were. 

Westford: E. Kernan, Health Officer, Population 1,030. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells. 
Hospital building at command of Board of Health. A sys- 
tematic inspection of the town has been made, two inspect- 
ors having been appointed and have served for one term. 
Public thoroughfares, school houses and their outbuildings 
are in good sanitary condition; we have no other public 
buildings. Privy vaults, etc., on private premises are also 
in good condition. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid, nor are there now any cases of contagious charac- 
ter. There are no physicians resident in the town and there 
have been no cases of sickness that required report. 

Shields: P. Kief er, Health Officer. Population 990. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply obtained from wells. 
No hospital building. Sanitary ordinances adopted, making 
it the duty of the Health Officer immediately upon the ap- 
pearance of^any dangerous contagious disease to take such 



State Board of Health. 133 



Reports from Local Health Boards. 



measures as will best conduce to its suppression and to the 
public safety, and authorizing him to call in medical aid for 
the above named purposes whenever necessary; making it 
the duty of each member of the local health board to watch 
carefully over the territory of the township and to report 
immediately any conditions which may threaten the public 
health, to the local health oflBcer whose duty it shall be forth- 
with to investigate such conditions and take whatever action 
the public safety may. On public thoroughfares, grounds, 
etc., there are no accumulations of filth, stagnant water, or 
other cause of offence. On private premises I cannot say 
positively whether there are vaults that need cleaning or 
not, but nothing is known that can injure any water supply. 

As there has not been a case of contagious disease of any 
kind during the Spring and Summer, it was not deemed 
necessary to make any systematic inspection of the town. 

Juneau: Dr. W. E. Hallock, Health Officer. Population 
500. Board of Health organized (but not reported to State 
Board of Health. Although Juneau is reported as the county 
seat of Dodge county, no report of any municipal organiza- 
tion has ever been received by the State Board of Health, 
and Dr. Hallock's name appears on the register of the State 
Board as Health Officer of the town of Oak Grove instead 
of Juneau, for which he reports). There is no public water 
supply; water is obtained from wells. The county poor 
house is located here, but there is no other hospital building 
to which contagious cases occurring in strangers could be 
sent. No sanitary ordinances adopted. We have stopped 
the business of slaughtering within the corporation, and 
have caused all back-yards, etc., to be thoroughly cleaned. 
The jail is in a most filthy condition, and there is no way 
that I know of to get rid of it. There are no nuisances exist- 
ing on private property that I know of. 

Scarlet Fever was quite prevalent last winter, and there 
is now one case of Typhoid Fever here. The law concern- 
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ing contagious cases of disease is generally complied with 
here. 

Lowell: Dr. L. Jf. Benson, Health Officer, Population 
2,572. Board of Health organized. No public water supply. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No 
sanitary work done; "Boards of Health in our country 
towns generally wait for complaints to be made and partic- 
ular cases to be' reported." No inspection made. "There 
are some pig 'pens, cow yards, etc., near dwellings that I 
believe are dangerous to health, but it is not a very easy 
matter to say how near to a house or well a pig pen must be 
to be dangerous. I know of pig pens and cow yards within 
thirty, twenty Jfeet of a house and well, and some that are 
perhaps nearer. 

There have been a few cases of a very malignant form of 
sore throat, three deaths occurring in one family, one in 
another, and ordinary pharyngitis has been prevalent. As 
yet not much Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever. There 
have been a few cases of Cholera Morbus, but no disease 
has been very prevalent. There is now no case of contagious 
disease. The law is partially complied with in this vi- 
cinity. 

DOOR COUNTY. 

Egg Harbor: C, O. Quenther, Clerk, Population, 904. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from Green Bay 
generally; the construction of wells is very diflScult and 
costly, as they have to be drilled through limestone rock 
over a hundred feet before water is reached. There is no 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances and no system- 
atic work. This is a newly settled country, and the mem- 
bers of the board of health, with myself, have been present 
at the raising of every house in the place, so that it has 
been deemed unnecessary to make further inspection; in ad- 
dition thereto, while taking the census, I was at every house 
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the place, and making inquiry, found but one person in 
"die town on the sick list. The board has had great diffi- 
ulty in finding a suitable person to act as health officer. 

The summer has been a very healthy one, no disease of 
-ny kind existing to my knowledge. Contagious diseases 
-re reported but the cases are very rare. 
i'oRESTViLLE : J. Keogh,8en., Health Officer. Population 
^2C6. No Board of Health organized. No public water 
upply. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. No work done, No further report, except that 
^ * everything is kept in good order." 

[Note. The records of the State Board of Health show 
"fclxat a local board of health was organized in the month of 
^^^Cay, 1885, with C. Zastrow as clerk, and the above named 
X>orson as health officer, and duly reported.] 

Liberty Grove: A. 8. Beyers, Clerk. Population, 1,547. 
o Board of Health organized. Water obtained from springs 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances. 
Q inspection made or work done because there has never 
eenany contagious disease in our town.* 
There has been a few cases of Diarrhoea, but there is at 
resent no contagious disease of any kind; such cases are 
sported when they occur. 

Sturgeon Bay (City): Dr. F. Mullen, Health Officer, 
/. W. Sherman, Clerk. Population 1,760. Health Commit- 
tee appointed by common council. No public water supply. 
'"^fVater obtained from wells, some drilled, some ordinary dug 
"^^vells. No hospital building at command. Sanitary ordi- 
^^iiances adopted prohibiting the deposit or leaving in the 
"water of the Bay or of Bradley's lake, or on any public 
place or private premises of any carcass, oflfal, or any un- 
wholesome, noxious or offensive matter or thing, under pen- 



*NoTK — Scarlet Fever ha^ been reported from this place for three or 
four consecutive years, the number of fatdl cases ia 18S2 being 9. Diph t heria^ 
was also reported for three consecutive years. 
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alty of not exceeding thirty dollars, and the cost of removal; 
prohibiting the use or construction of any slaughter house 
in the city except by direct permission from the common 
council; prohibiting the maintenance of any stable, barn, 
pig pen, privy, water closet, sewer, drain or other similar 
place in an uncleanly or unwholesome or oflfensive condi- 
tion, and authorizing the health committee, on complaint 
being made, to inspect any premises alleged to be oflfensive, 
and to order the same to be put in perfect order should any 
oflfense be found to exist, and to proceed summarily in all 
such matters after twenty-four hours' notice to the owner 
or occupant responsible for the oflfensive condition. 

Some inspection has been made by the health committee, 
and the streets, alleys and public places generally are in 
reasonably good condition. 

There has been some Cholera Infantum, but the type has 
been very mild, and there have been no fatal cases. I have 
one case of Diphtheria, but know of no other existing. The 
requirements of the law with regard to such cases are gen- 
erally observed. 

DOUGLAS CO. 

Superior: Dr W. J. Conan, Health Officer. Population 
2,500. Health Board organized. Water obtained partly from 
wells, partly from the lake. We have a pest-house reiady 
at all times for the reception of any cases of contagious 
disease. Sanitary ordinances have been adopted forbidding 
the deposit of any manure, carrion, oflfal or other oflfensive 
or unwholesome matters on the shore of the lake or any 
stream tributary thereto, or upon any public premises or any 
lots within the town limits without the permission of the 
board of health; forbidding any person to allow swill, brine, 
urine or other oflfensive or noxious liquids to flow into or 
over any public place, or to remain on any premises or 
grounds to the detriment of health: forbidding the ac- 
cumulation of any manure or other noxious or oflfensive 
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irxixtiters within the town limits except by permission of the 
boa.x'd of health and under such restrictions as it shall im- 
post: forbidding the keeping of swine or the construction of 
pie-pens within two hundred feet of any dwelling other than 
that; of the owner of such swine, and not then if the 
boa.rd of health shall see reason for prohibition; forbidding 
ttie use or sale of any uasound or unwholesome meat, fowls, 
fisVi, vegetables, milk or other article of food; regulating the 
construction of privies, requiring the burial of all dead ani- 
^^a.ls at least one fourth of a mile from any dwelling and 
three feet below the surface of the ground; requiring all 
boirses or any other animals affected by Glanders to be re- 
^^o\red from the town: regulating the depth of graves in all 
c^ttieteries; prohibiting the use of water from the lake for 
^^^ttiestic purposes at certain seasons^ providing penalties 
^^ violation of the health ordinances, and for enforcement 
^^ sa.id ordinances by the local authorities, and constituting 
7-^ Sheriff of the County and the Constables and town police 
^^s to the board of health with full powers to execute the 
^^inances of the board. 

.ere has been no systematic work done or inspection 

e the reason being that no funds are provided to pay 

^^efor. All streets, lanes, alleys etc. are in reasonably 

condition, but there are privy vaults on private prem- 

that need attention. Our wells are drilled through clay 

sand to an average depth of about two hundred feet, 

- ^ are all tubed with six or eight inch iron pipe from top 

bottom. 

"e have had no special forms of disease through the 

)Ty no cases of Dysentery or Typhoid, and no more 

^ ^ ^Xrrhoea than is usual. There is no existent contagious 

^^ase.- All cases that occur are duly reported. 
Y^^ ^^BTiJOMONB^ (Ctty): Dr,L,C. Stadler, Health Officer. Pop- 
V. ^-t; ion 5,500. Health Board organized. Water supply now 

constructed, the source being the Red Cedar River; 
^xe are also many wells ranging from nine to eighty feet 
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in depth. No hospital building. Sanitary ordinances h^a-- ^ve 
been adopted establishing a local board of health, and ^i^e- 
fining its powers; making it the duty of the health oflB o^ ^r 
to examine all premises on which any nuisance may exi^^t, 
or which may be overcrowded, or where contagious diseei^^ste 
may be suspected or known to be, and to take all steps n^ <3- 
essary for the public safety under such circumstances; g-i^^^- 
ing the health oflScer charge of all public hospitals sltim-A. 
pest-houses, and authority to procure provisions and oth. 
articles necessary for the comfort of the patients or otli 
inmates, and to employ 'nurses, reporting to the comirio 
council at the next succeeding meeting for approval; : 
quiring a monthly statement of all expenditures and 
semi-annual report of all official doings, with such 
mendations as shall seem proper; forbidding the constrix 
tion of any drain or sewer from private premises into 
public street; forbidding the exercise of any noxious or u 
wholesome trade, calling or business within the city, or 
having or permitting any offensive outhouse, sink, vaix 
sewer, etc., on any premises, or any oflfensive or noxious 
putrid or unsound carcass, meat, hides, skins, fish or 
other substance or thing whatever, and making it the dia 
of the member of the local board of health for the ward 
which such trade or business or oflfensive thing may be 
give notice to the owner or occupant of the premises to ^ 
move the same forthwith, and in case of failure to obey stx 
notice making it the duty of the same person to take * 
proper measures to enforce obedience; providing for the<5 
lection of the cost of removing any nuisance or cause 
oflfence b> legal proceedings or by assessment, and prescx^^ 
ing penalties, in addition to such cost for failure to obey ^^ 
ders for the removal given by proper authority: requir 
the burial of all oflfal or dead animals or any other oflfensi 
matters at a depth of at least two feet below the surface 
the ground, and providing penalty for omission so to do, 
d(;fining and prohibiting certain other nuisances, and 



State Board of Health. 139^ 



Rvports from Local Health Boards. 



thLorizing the board of health to take cognizance of and 
aba.te the same. 

A. systematic inspection of the city was made during the 
summer and every part ttiereof thoroughly cleaned under 
the direction of the Board of Health. There is still one 
place — a pig pen in connection with a slaughter house — 
'^hic'h is a nuisance, but notice has been served on its pro- 
prietor and he will be compelled to put it in order or have it 
torn down. There is also another matter now under con- 
sideration by the common council, i, e., a swamp within the 
^^ty limits which causes thfe cellars near it to fill with water 
^ccetsionally and aflfects the wells in its vicinity; it will very 
soon be drained. 

Tlxere have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
pixoid this summer, and no cases of contagious disease are 
-"^J^OAvn at present. The law has not been complied with as 
^Raords such cases until this year, but now it is. 

^Esw HAVEN: S. T. Best,Ilealth Officer. Population, 400, 
^^^rd of Health organized, but never met since. No public 



er supply; water for drinking and domestic purposes is 

S^^aerally obtained fpom springs and swift running streams; 

^^X'e are a few shallow wells. No hospital building. No 

f^^itary ordinances adopted, and no work done except as 

^i^^inafter noted in connection with Diphtheria. The board 

^* not provided for any work. The only public buildings 

, . ^ have are schoolhouses and they are on good clean loca- 

^^8. There are but few privies in the town and fewer pig 

s. Stock of all kinds is kept in pastures in warm 

J^^^ther, and barns are placed at a good distance from 

_^^Vtses and fi-om each other on account of the danger of 




l^iphtheria appeared here about Aug. 20, but was not re- 
nted until the 28th. I visited the place as soon as I knew 
the existence of the disease, found the house very dirty 
caused it to be cleaned out thoroughly. I then put the 
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premises under quarantine which I have maintained un_ 
the date of this report, (Sept. 10). The disease has thus be 
confined to the house in which it originated, where t 
families lived. There have been altogether nine cases w 
one death; four cases at date, but I feel sure that the diseai. 
is under control. There have been no cases of any othi 
disease. I do not know that any reports of contagious cas 
have ever been made in this town. 

Red Cedar: A, C, Sherburne, Chairman. Populatio 
1,315. Board of Health organized. No public water suppl 
water obtained from wells exclusively. No hospital building 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, as the land is high and dr 
and is owned by large farmers. Notices to bury dead ani 
mals were served in the spring and to cleanse hog pens, but^ 
apart from this no systematic work has been done. Still 
do not think that there is a house in town, either public o 
private, that has not been entered by one or two of th 
members of the board of health, or that the sanitary condi 
tion of the town was ever better. There are some mauure^^ 
heaps which are in bad condition by reason of the 
rains of the season, but all these will be removed in a shor^' 
time. There has been neither Diarrhoea, Dysentei^y or Ty- 
phoid, nor is there a case of contagious disease in the tow 
or sickness of any kind. No cases of any kind have bee: 
reported. 

Stanton. Dr, W. H. Park, Health Officer. Populatio 
between 700 and 800. Board of Health organized. No pu 
lie water supply; drinking water obtained from wells, 
hospital building. No special sanitary ordinances adopte 
In compliance with circular from State Board of Health t 
people were notified to clean up all garbage, to cleanse 
lars, pig pens, etc., and drain all cess-pools. No systemat 
inspection was undertaken for none was considered ne 
sary. There are some privy vaults on private premis-^ 
which are otTensive and which their owners have delay 







State Board of Health. 141 

Reports from Local Health Boards, 

attending to, but all that threatened danger have been 
looked after and properly treated. 

There has been no Typhoid Fever. Diphtheria in mild 
form is now prevalent, but there have been no deaths. All 
recognized physicians comply with the law regarding re- 
ports of contagious cases, but there are some irregulars who 
report neither births, deaths, or sickness of any kind. 

Tiffany: A. A. Hays, Health Officer. Population, 400. 

Health Board organized. Water supply derived from 

springs and wells; of good quality. No hospital building, 

but one could be obtained if necessary. There have been 

no sanitary ordinances adopted, but I went around the town 

last spring and wherever I found any filth or evil conditions 

I gave them notice to clean up. I ordered cellars to be 

whitewashed, back yards to be cleared up, cess-pools to be 

emptied and filled up, and gave notice that I should make a 

second visit at the end of ten days, when if my directions 

W'ere not followed I would prosecute to the extent of the 

iaw. I succeeded in scaring a majority into obedience. I 

A^v-e also looked closely after the railroad stations, of which 

tti^xe are two. Apart from this there has been no systematic 

^^^Oirk done. I have been the only inspector, and have 

^-t*"ved for two years and am now in the third. Our school- 

ses are located on high ground and there is no accumu- 

on of filth around any of them. 

have no knowledge of sickness of any kind having oc- 
•ed in the town. The past summer has been a remarkably 
•Ithy one, therefore there have been no reports to make. 
eston: a. p. Bundy, Health Officer. Population, 609. 
ird of Health organized. Water supply obtained from 
'xngs and wells. No hospital building. No particular 
^^•^^itary measures adopted, but all persons have been noli- 
to clean up their premises and put them into good sani- 
condition. This section of country being a remarkably 
^^^•1 thy one nothing more has seemed needful. I do not 
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think that there are any dangerons nuisances on priv 
premises. 

As already said the season has been and is one of gen^ 
health. I think there is a general observance of the \gl 
regarding contagious disease, i, e,, when such dise 
occurs. 

EAU CLAIRE CO. 

Brunswick: .4. Wright, Health Officer. Population 1,3 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; no 
required. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinanc 
adopted. No special sanitary work has been done furth 
than to make use of disinfectants in the more thickly se 
tied parts of the town where they were required. Publ 
thoroughfares and places in good sanitary condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid, a: 
there are no cases of contagious disease at present. T 
law requiring such cases to be reported is not general 
observed. 

Fairchild: Dr. A. P. Andrus, Health Officer. Population 
800. Health Board organized. No public water suppL 
drinking water obtained from wells. No hospital buildi 
No special ordinances have been adopted, but the hea 
officer has been authorized to enforce all needful sanitsh— 
measures. Both public and private premises have been 
spected and all filth that could endanger' public health 
been removed. The health officer, who has served for th 
years, is the only inspector. All public thoroughfares, pi 
and buildings are in good sanitary condition, and there 
no dangerous nuisances existing on private premises w 
have not been ordered removed, which order will be 
forced. 

There has been no form of disease prevalent of la 
contagious or other. We have had very few cases of 
gerous contagious disease during the last year. 
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Otter creek: W. H. Yule, Clerk, Population 758. No 
Board of Health organized since 1883. No public water sup- 
ply; water for drinking and other purposes is obtained from 
^wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted, and no sanitary work done. Reason assigned, " the 
neglect of all persons who should attend to this business." 
I think that all public places are in good order except the 
privy vaults of the schoolhouses. Nothing known of pri- 
vate premises. 

There has been no prevalent form of disease during the 
summer, nor is there any now. I do not know whether 
contagious cases are reported or not. 

Pleasant Valley: C, H. Buffington, Health Officer. 
Health Board organized. Water supply generally from 
^wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted; 
there has been little or no sickness and we have grown 
somewhat careless. No sanitary work done; the town board 
thinks that there is no use in such work and as there has 
been very general good health I have not pushed the mat- 
ter. I think there may be some dangerous nuisances on 
private premises, but I have been furnished with neither 
a-uthoritv or funds to look after them. 

There has been no sickness whatever in the town for some 
time past, hence no reports could be made. 

Seymour: J, Muldoon, Clerk, Population 3G1. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The population 
is so small that no sanitary work has been considered 
necessary. No report on existing conditions. 

No cases of contagious disease or of Diarrhoea, Dysentery 
or Typhoid Fever have occurred of late. 

Union: R, D. Ransom, Clerk, Population 781. There has 
never been a Board of Health organized in this town. Water 
supply from wells exclusively. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted, or sanitary work done. So 



144 Report of the 



Reports from Local Health Boards, 





far as I know the town is free from any uncleanliness, ^^^ 1" 
though there may be a few exceptions. 

There has not been and is not now any sickness, contagion. ^ 
or other. Contagious cases are reported when they occuj 

LuDiNGTON: (?. M, Hudson, Clerk, Population 537. Boan 
of Health organized. Water supply from springs and wells 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted anc 
no work done for the reason that " we have had no cause.'* 

There has been no form of disease, contagious or other, 
prevalent in this locality of late. We had no case of con- 
tagious disease for the past year. Such cases are reportec 
when they do occur. 

FLORENCE CO. 

Commonwealth: Dr. E, W, Odell, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 550. Board of Health organized. No public watei 
supply; water obtained from | wells. No hospital buildinj 
other than the county poor house. No special sanitary reg 
ulations have been adopted. There has been a thorougl 
and systematic inspection of the village (which contain 
about four-fifths of the people) iwice during the current yeai 
Two inspectors have been engaged in the work, one < > i 

whom has served three years, the other one year. Streel 
alleys, thoroughfares, etc., were cleaned and orders ha^ 
been issued for a second cleansing. Privy vaults, pig pe] 
barns, stables, on private premises when foun'd dirty we 
ordered cleansed, the following notice being served on t 
owners: '* You are hereby notified to clean up your prei 
ises especially to make a proper cess-pit and move y^ 
privy building thereon, and to cleanse the said cess-pit pr< 
erly with earth or lime once a week. You are also notii 
to remove and bury all garbage upon your lot." 

Ths following notice was also postsd in several places in 

the village: '^ Small Pox and Scarlet Fever are reported as 

existing in some of the towns along the main line and 
be expected to reach us. The town Board of Health 
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provide for the vaccination of all. Adults and Children, who 
have not been protected. Send in the names of all, old and 
young, that may need vaccination. Act promptly and avoid 
the disease if possible. Signed by the Clerk of the Board 
oj Health/' 

The amount of sickness in this town has been remarkably 
small and there has been complete immunity from Diar- 
rhceal. Dysenteric, and Typhoid forms of disease. There is; 
no contagious disease in the town at present. Such cases; 
are always promptly reported. 

FOND DtJ LAC COUNTY. 

Byron : Dr. W. H. Willson, Health Officer. Population, 
1,500. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water obtained from wells. No hospital building. No sani- 
tary ordinances adopted or sanitary work done, the reason 
being that " there is no occasion for it." No report made 
concerning public thoroughfares or places. Think there are 
many nuisances that endanger the purity of water supply 
and matters on private premises that may be dangerous to 
the health of residents in their vicinity. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid Fever, and there are now no cases of contagious 
disease. Such cases are reported when they do occur. 

AsHFORD: Dr. S. S. Stack, Health Officer. Population of 
village of Campbellsport about 150. Board of Health or- 
ganized. The water supply is obtained mostly from drilled 
wells. No hospital building. No general ordinances have 
ever been adopted and we deem them of no account in our 
rural district but each member of the board is expected to 
report any unsanitary conditions he may observe in the 
town and have them corrected. There has been no system- 
atic inspection outside of our little village, as it was not 
deemed necessary to visit each farmer's premises and in- 
spect them. Public thoroughfares and places generally are 
lO-H. 
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in good condition. I am not aware of any nuisances e 
dangering health on private premises. 

No special form of disease has heen prevalent here i 
summer except Measles, which with some few cases 
Whooping Cough is now among us. The law regardL 
the report of dangerous contagious disease is generally 
served in this vicinity. 

Fond du lac {town) : F. F.Parsons, Health Officer. Popr 
lation 1,232. Board of Health organized. No public wa 
supply; every farmer has his own well or fountain an 
there are few wells less than sixteen feet deep, and thes 
use surface water. No hospital building at present, b 
some provision of that kind will be urged upon the boar 
No special ordinances have been passed, but general powers, 
have been conferred on the health officer who has person 
ally visited almost every house in the town and urged th« 
necessity of thorough renovation and cleansing which was 
very generally accomplished. The farmers wer^ ready t^ 
co-operate with the Board of Health and the board will d 
its best to carry out the ideas of the State Board of Healt 
I made a personal inspection of all public and private pre 
ises, have had privy vaults cleaned, pig pens removed a 
to-day I regard the sanitary condition of the town as bei 
very good. 

There is not and has not been any special form of disea— 
prevalent in the town during the season, nor do I know 
any single case of contagious character. I have no do 
that the doctors will report to me any cases that require 
porting. 

Fond du lac {city): H, C. Dittmar, Health Officer. Po 
iation about 13,000. The charter of the city provides for 
organization of a Board of Health. Quite a numbei* 
people obtain water from wells, and others draw from f o 
tains which range from one hundred to three hundred 
in depth. Of recent years several of the latter depth 
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been constructed, and a comprehensive system of public 
supply is now being prepared, the water coming from depths 
varying from three hundred to seven hundred feet. No hos- 
pital building. Health ordinances were adopted in 1880, 
and have since been enforced. (No copy received.) There 
has been systematic inspection of the city, two persons being 
engaged therein since May 1st., ult. Streets, alleys, thorough- 
fares generally, and public buildings are all in good sanitary 
condition. Wherever and whenever any filth accumulates, 
or when complaint is made the subject receives immediate 
attention. 

There is very little Diarrhoea or Typhoid Fever in the city 
nor is any contagious form of disease prevalent. The law 
has bep>n strictly enforced concerning the report of contag- 
ious (Jisease. 

Lamartine: Dr. M. E. Corhett, Health Officer. Population 
1,283. Board of Health organized. Water for domestic and 
drinking purposes is obtained from wells; the average depth 
is about twenty feet. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted and no systematic sanitary work has 
been done this year. We have done some little educational 
work, this being a farming community; if we should under- 
take any systematic inspection we should be accused ot 
doing it for personal gain rather than for public good. I am 
of opinion that the town is in a fair sanitary condition. I 
know of no dangerous nuisances on private premises. 

The general health in this vicinity has been very good 
thus far this season; no Diarrhoeal, Dysenteric or Typhoid 
forms of disease have been observed, nor is there any con- 
tagious disease now prevalent. I think that there is a gen- 
eral compliance with the requirements of the law. 

Marshfield: Dr. F. Fitzgibbon, Health Officer. Population 

1,600. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 

water is obtained from wells. No hospital building. No 

sanitary ordinances adopted as yet. No sanitary work has 

Jbeen done except by myself in a few instances with regard 
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to disinfecting and taking proper care of their privy vault 

Public thoroughfares and places are not in good sanitar 
condition. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or T^ 
phoid this summer; Diphtheria in mild form is now prevj 
lent. The provisions of law regarding contagious diseas 
are not generally observed in this \icinity. 

RiPON {Town): E, P. West. Health Officer, Populatio 
1,200. Board of Health organized. Springs and wells fu 
nishthe only sources of water supply. No hospital buildini 
No sanitary ordinances have been adopted, nor is there an 
mode of action further than a general understanding amon 
the people that the Health Officer is to be notified prompt! 
of any filth or disease breeding place. The chairman of tt 
town board and the health officer have made visits of h 
spection to all places where anything of the above natui 
might be suspected, but as a rule everything has been four 
in good condition. There is no city or village in our distric 
so that we are free from all slums which contribute 
disease. There is no physician resident in the town. 

I think there has not been any Diarrhoea, Dysentery or ki 
dred disease in the town during the summer, and that thej 
is no disease of any kind prevalent now. I believe that th 
law is generally observed so far as relates to contagioc 
disease in this vicinity. 

RiPON (city) : G, F, Horner, Clerk. Board of Health ob 
ganized. No public water supply. No hospital building 
Ordinances have been adopted providing for the appoint 
ment of Health Officers and prescribing his duties, and conr 
pensation; requiring all residents to keep their premises L 
good and cleanly condition, and making it the duty of a- 
city officers to report and of the mayor to prosecute all vi^ 
lations of the ordinances. (The copy of the city ordinance 
sent to the office of the State Board of Health was date 
about twenty years ago.) No special sanitary work h^ 
been done^ but the Health Officer has had a general supe^ 
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vision, with regard to the cleanliness of public and private 
prerxxises. Streets and thoroughfares are in good condition 
but "fclxere are vaults on private premises that need attention 
but n^one near any water supply. 

"VV^A^TJPUN {city): S. J. Sumner, Clerk. Population 2,009, 
besides 400 convicts. Board of Health organized. Water 
supj>X3r generally from wells; some few families and one 
sclxoolhouse are provided with filtered cistern water. No 
hosx>xt;al building. The following sanitary ordinances have 
bee XX adopted. '' To prevent the contamination of wells and 
for -fclzxe preservation of the public health." 

^t^^ use of privy vaults constructed below the surf ace of 
tlie ^sirth is prohibited within the limits of the city and it is 
^ecil^^xred unlawful for the owner, occupant or any one hav- 
^S c^ontrol of any premises in the city to deposit or permit 
th© cieposit of any fecal matter, solid or liquid excreta, or 
ma-ti-fc^r subject to decay in any privy vault, cess-pool or 
otti^ ^- receptacle below the surface of the earth. And any 
P^^^^^n violating the provisions of this ordinance or who 
sn^XX refuse or neglect to obey any order given by the local 
^^•^■^<3 of health or by the sanitary inspector is liable to a 
P®=».^l(;y of not less than ten dollars and costs. By the same 



J^^^-'-^^-ance two cemeteries were condemned and their fur- 
^■** "Use for burial purposes strictly forbidden. 



another ordinance all persons were forbidden to keep 

- *'*^in the city or to deposit in any creek, pond or river 

'^^in any dead animal or any part thereof, or any putrid 

,^ ^^oaying meat, vegetables or refuse of any kind, or to 

. ^ ^^ the same to be done by any person under his control. 

I^^Tsons are required to keep the premises under their 

, , ^^ol in good sanitary condition, and thoroughly to cleanse 

x^ ^^me whenever the Sanitary Inspector shall require it 

^ ^ done, in the manner prescribed by him, and the Inspec- 

A^^ ^^ authorized to require the removal of any manure or 

^^"^ refuse matters whenever in his opinion the same may 
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be so placed that it shall endanger the contamination of 
any water supply or menace the public health, and he may 
prohibit the use of any place for the deposit of manure, 
etc., etc., whenever it shall be a source of danger as above. 
He may also enter on any premises or building as often as 
he shall deem it proper to inspect the same and may make 
such order in regard thereto as the public health requires 
and any person neglecting or refusing to obey his orders is 
declared liable to fine and costs of prosecution as well as to 
cost of carrying said orders into effect. All persons are 
prohibited from appearing in any part of the city without 
disinfecting both person and clothing whenever such per- 
sons shall have been in any house or place where contag- 
ious disease exists, and no one may bring into the city any 
person or animal affected by such disease. 

A Sanitary Inspector has been appointed and the city, ha 
undertaken the removal of the contents of all privy vaults 
and the disinfection of the vaults themselves thereafte 
Work was suspended on account of hot weather, but wi 
shortly be resumed, the intention being to put the city in th 
best possible condition. About $600 has already been e 
pended. We have employed two inspectors who have do 
about forty days work. Streets, alleys and thoroughfare 
are in good sanitary condition. One school house rem 
to be inspected, and about one- fourth of the territory of t 
city containing one-tenth of the population. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery have existed though generally 
a mild form. One family, however, in a part of the c 
where the water is impure, lost three out of four child 
from Dysentery. There are no contagious diseases exist 
in the city now. I cannot say whether the law requiring 
report of contagious disease is generally complied 
not. 

FOREST COUNTY. 

Wyman: W, Vanzile, Health Officer. Population 
Board oi Health organized. Water supply from lakes 
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w^ells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted 
or work done. The town and county are both newly organ- 
ized and there has thus far been no sickness of any kind 
whatever; hence no work has seemed to be required. 

(The population is probably wrongly stated, and the num- 
ber of voters only given instead of the whole number of 
residents in the township.) 

GRANT CO. 

Beetown: Dr. W. P. Hartford, Health Officer. Population 
about 1,300. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for domestic purposes is obtained from springs 
coming from limestone rock. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. I notified the board that some 
sanitary work was needed, and they authorized me to at- 
tend to it. I notified such parties as I thought proper to 
clear up, and posted general notices to the same effect in 
three public places. The orders were partially complied 
with. Nothing else was done as nothing more was deemed 
necessary. Systematic inspection of the town was made by 
one inspector who has served three years. Streets, alleys and 
thoroughfares generally are in moderately good sanitary con- 
dition. There are some few matters on private premises 
that need improvement, but without prosecution nothing 
can be done further than has already been accomplished. 

There has been neither Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid 
Fever in the town this summer, and there is no contagious 
disease at present. I am the only physician in the town - 
ship, and Ihave reported every case of dangerous contagious 
disease. 

BoscoBEL: Dr. L, O, Armstrong^ Health Officer, Popula- 
tion 1,400. Common council act as a Board of Health to- 
gether with the city physician. No public water supply; 
nearly every family has its own well driven into the sand to 
a depth ranging from eighteen to thirty feet. No hospital 
building. No special ordinances have been passed, but the 
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health officer in conjunction with the street commissioner 
was empowered to inspect all alleys, streets, back yards, 
vacant lots, etc, and to order the removal of any offensive 
condition or thing at once. If the orders so given were not 
obeyed the course was for the health officer to declare the 
thing a public nuisance and the street commissioner then 
proceeded to remove it, and charged the cost of so doing 
against the property as a special tax. We made a very close 
approach to a house to house inspection, and caused all 
privy vaults in use one year to be disinfected, all in use for- 
a longer time to be filled up and new ones constructed, anc 
have ordered all hog pens to be thoroughly cleansed weekly 
All this work has been faithfully done. The unattainabl< 
spots here are stock yards; the authorities will not back u] 
any efforts to clean them; another trouble is the hog pei 
in connection with public houses — the owners of whic' 
being in sympathy make excuses for each other and thii^ 
prevent them from being declared public nuisances ai 
wholly removed from the city. Our streets are 'all righ 
but the alleys are a constant catch-all and soon fall 
sanitary disorder. Our school grounds are all right, 
there are some privy vaults still on private grounds whi- 
should be cleaned; fche majority, however, are very 
looked after. In case Cholera should visit the United Sta' 
we will make them all clean up as they should. 

Whooping Cough in moderately ligfht form has been t> 'M:iQ 
only disease that has troubled us this summer. No cont^sK^^- 
ious disease exists at present. There has been but a sin^^Sf l6 
case of contagious disease reported this year; I feared^ it 
was Scarlet Fever but investigation showed it to be notLx^K^g 
worse than " Dutch Measles." 

Castle Rock: A. Dworak, Clerk. Health BoaxA org^^^' 
ized. No public water supply; water for domestic purpoJ^^^s 
is obtained generally from wells. No hospital buUdi^^^^^fiT. 
No sanitary ordinances, adopted or work done^ "on acco't*-^* 
of the grumbling of taxpayers, who generally think 
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tlxd ong an unnecessary expense." No report made of sanitary 
coxn-ditions either public or private. 

ere seems to be something like epidemic Dy sentry pre- 
in this place, the trouble affecting women and child- 
more particularly, though men are not wholly exempt, 
deaths are reported, and the disease whatever it may be 
to ran its coursein about a week, No other form of 
mess is or has been prevalent. I cannot say that con- 
ta^^ious diseases are reported or are not, as there have prob- 
^l>l3r been no cases. 

CI^x^iPTON: Dr, J, S, Cocklin, Health Officer, Population 
l^O '^3. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
r for domestic purposes is obtained from wells drilled 
the rock and tubed, and in other instances from 
^^^■'Xi.^nted cisterns. No hospital building. No sanitary or- 
^^-■^a*xices adopted or sanitary inspection made. As we have 
^ t^S^h dry country and the health of the community has al- 
s been good, no special work has been thought necessary, 
population is made up of well-to-do farmers of the more 
igent class, and nothing has been observed to justify 
^^^I> action. Streets alleys and thoroughfares generally are 
ood condition, but private premises and the privies, 
yards, etc, thereon will probably bear looking after in the 
future. 

special form of disease has been prevalent, during the 
»ier but Whooping Cough is now in the village, and 
^^^^ are cases of Scarlet Fever within a mile or two. 
V^ ^«r as I have been able to observe the requirements of 
. , ^ X^w in relation to contagious disease are met. The cases 



tlx 
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require reporting are very few. 
-ancaster (city): Dr, A, H. Barber, Health Officer, Pop- 
n upwards of 1,200. Board of Health organized. No 
ic water supply; drinking water obtained from cisterns, 
s and one large spring. A building for hospital pur- 
^s can be had at very short notice if required. I enclose 
jy of circular orders, which were printed and placed in 
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every store, dwelling and shop. The specifications we 
carried out to the letter, except in one case which will 
referred to hereafter. All dwellings, stores, or other bull 
ings within the corporate limits of the city, together wife 
all outbuildings belonging thereto were ordered to be tho 
oughly cleaned, and disinfected, and all refuse, garbage, 
which could not be destroyed by burning was directed to 
piled in the street for removal by the city drays on or befo 
June 18, ult. In all cases where this order was not obey 
the Board of Health proceeded to clean the premises 
the expense of so doing was assessed against the pro 
erty. All parties who had been in the habit of throw 
manure, garbage or refuse of any kind into the streets 
alleys, were warned that in future any such act would < 
tail a fine togethor with the cost of removal. The city i 
thorities were instructed to have all streets and alloy ^ 
thoroughly cleaned,. and the Board of Health promised 
investigate all cases where complaint of any nuisance 
made, and to abate any which might be found oflFensiva *^ 
sense or prejudicial to health. All complaints were regar 
as confidential but were required to be made in writing 
verified by signature. 

The case referred to as an exceptional one was one ^^ 
which a special order was made requiring the abatements ^^^ 
a nuisance caused by an open drain. The order was obe^ ^^ 
so far as the construction of a covered drain was concern. ^^ ' 




but the cess -pool arrangement into which the drain empfc 
is not satisfactory. 

All premises where the Board has had any reason to s 
pect any nuisance or unsanitary condition, or concerni- 
which any complaint has been made, have been visited 
inspected by the board and such orders made in relat: 
thereto as the case seemed to require. The board has alwi 
acted as a whole, never less than three members, generaB*^^-^ 
all five making such visits as those just mentioned. All ^^^*^^ 
streets, alleys, thoroughfares, and public places are in 
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celloxxt sanitary condition, and so far as the board can as- 
certia.xn, private premises are also in good shape. 

^Ix^re has been no disease prevalent and but little Diar- 
yl^OBsi. or Dysentery. There is a little Whooping Cough now 
iJi tlxe city, one or two cases only. Contagious cases of 
disosi.se are reported whenever they occur. 

Lxberty: H. Smith, HealthOfficer. Population of village 

^^- IBoard of Health organized. Water supply from wells 

^^^ Q spring. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances- 

ado j>ted, or sanitary work done. The place, as will be seen 

frorxx the population given, is very thinly settled, and lies on 

*^^ liighest ground in the county; the people as a general 

^l^ are cleanly in their habits and hence sanitary inspec- 

"^^0> has not been thought needful. Thoroughfares are in 

^^^Oc3 condition and nothing is known on private premises 

^t^a.ti can injure health. 

"^l^liere have been a few cases of Diarrhoea but none have 
P^<^"ved fatal; besides these there has been no prevalent sick- 
^^^13, nor is there any contagious disease at present. So far 
f^ Xl know the law requiring the report of contagions cases 
^^ ^S'^nerally observed. 

^VliLLViLLE: J, H. Taylor, Chairman. Population about 
^^^^- Board of Health organized in June last (but no report 
^^ organization made.) Water supply obtained from springs,. 

every farm having one. No hospital building; no vil- 

in the town and very little travel through it. No sani- 

ordinances adopted and no work done. The country is 

Lrally well drained, there have been no contagious dis* 

^s, and the general health has been such that the board has 

^-^ no reason for such work. Roads are generally in as 

^^d sanitary^condition as is usual in like places, and there 
few privies in the town; what few there are, are well 




v. '^ tiere has teen no contagious disease hence none have 
J ^^ reported. No special form of sickness has been preva- 
^ " during the summer. 
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Mount Ida: H. H. Streeter, Clerk. Population 869. Board I |^. 
of Health organized, (but no report of organization made to 1 Jt^ 
State Board of Health). No public water supply; water for W^c^ 
domestic purposes obtained from springs and wells, llo ■ ^c^ 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted further % C 
than to order the cleaning of cellars and privies. No fur- ^^ 
Iher report on work done or concerning sanitary condi- 
tions. 

Both Diarrhoea and Dysentery are prevalent at present^ 
but there is no form of contagious disease existing. Case 
of such disease are reported when they occur. 

iluscoDA: M. M. Hunter, Clerk. Population 673. Boar 
of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water is obtained from wells. No hospital building. The 
following ordinance was adopted July 11, 1885. " It is here 
by ordered that all stables, pig pens, outhouses, yards, alleys,.. -«» 
and all other sources of disease be cleaned and renovated f^ 
inside of ten days to avoid sickness in the village of Mus — WB- 
coda. All those not complying with the above notice wilMT-d 
be dealt with according to law." This was duly signed b; 
the Board and published. No other systematic work 
done and no inspection made, the place being too smalL^ J, 
Thoroughfares and public places are in good sanitary covmz^mi' 
dition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fevr-i^jr 
and no contagious disease exists at present. Cases of sucnii^li 
disease are reported. 

Platteville {city) : Dr. H. Gasser, Health Officer. Pci^p- 
ulation about 3,000. Health Officer appointed who has ^3^b- 
solute powers and is well supported by the city council ^No 
public water supply: water for drinking purposes obtai'«==»^ed 
exclusively from cisterns and wells. City has no hospital 
building but one could be obtained on short notice. ^o 
sanitary ordinances have been adopted. A systematica ^^" 
spection of the city has been made, and certain recomm^^"^^" 
ations based thereon are now under consideration by *^® 
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city council. Public buildings and places are generally in 
good sanitary condition with the exception of privies and 
privy vaults which, no matter how rigidly looked after, be- 
come foul at times, and must become so as long as the sys- 
tem exists. It is impossible to say when a privy vault may 
infect a well, although, as nearly as I can judge from the 
character of the soil and the relative proximity of wells 
and vaults, there are probably few wells infected. Pig pens 
have been rooted out of the thickly populated portions of 
the city. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever has occurred, 
and there is no contagious disease in the city. The provis- 
ions of the law in regard to such diseases are not generally 
observed, every physician being a law to himself in this 
respect. 

Wyalusing: L. Wellard, Clerk, Population 743. Board 
of Health organized (but no report made for 1885.) Water 
for drinking purposes is obtained from springs very gener- 
ally; many persons have cisterns or wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted or sanitary work 
done. Systematic work for the prevention of disease during 
the present year has not seemed necessary, our sanitary 
conditions not really requiring such work. Among some of 
the foreigners pig pens and stables are entirely too close to 
the dwelling house. Public thoroughfares and places gen- 
erally are in fair condition. 

There has been no special form of disease more prevalent 
than usual; no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid have been 
observed to any marked extent in this locality. The only 
contagious form of sickness prevalent has been Whooping 
Cough, which has now subsided. 

Of dangerous contagious disease there has been nothing 
to report. 

GREEN CO. 

Adams: H. Oilligan, Clerk, A Board of Health has not 
been organized in this town and nothing in the way of san- 
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1;ary business has been done. Water supply from wells an 
springs. No hospital building and none known by thi 
writer which can be utilized for such a purpose should oc 
■casion require. No sanitary ordinances adopted. I canno 
say why no attention has not been paid to these matters b] 
the town board. The papers, circulars, etc., from the Stat' 
Board of Health have been laid before the town board b 
no action was ever taken on them. With regard to san 
tary conditions nothing is known except that there 
probably on private premises no accumulations of manu 
This is a farming community and there are no villag 
within the limits of the township. 

Measles is the only contagious disease that has been pr 
alent here; of that there were some fifteen or twenty cas- 
No Diarrhoea or Dysentery. There is no one to whom 
ports of contagious disease can properly be made. 
Hansen of Argyle has reported cases of Measles to me. 

Brodhead: Dr. R. Broughton, Health Officer. Populati 
2,500. Board of Health organized. No public water suppi; 
water obtained from wells. No hospital building. No san^r 
tary ordinances, everything is left to the health oflBcer. A 
inspection is made every few days and all filth is requirec^ 
to be removed. Streets, thoroughfares and public places gen 
-erally are in good condition and there is nothing on private 
premises to menace public health. 

No special form of disease has prevailed and there are nc^ 
-cases of contagious disease. Such cases are reported 
they occur. 

Cadiz: Dr. J. W. Stealey, Health Officer. Board of HealtC 
organized. Water supply obtained from wells ranging fro; 
fifty to eighty feet in depth. No hospital building. 
sanitary ordinances adopted. Little if any systematic wo: 
has been done, but in individual cases orders have 
given for the cleaning of cellars, back yards, etc., and 
the removal of filth of various kinds. In a small place 
this it is not difficult to have anything of the kind do] 
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and as the buildings are well removed from each other the 
sun and air have a fair chance to exercise their purifying 
poivers. Public places and thoroughfares are in good con- 
dition, and there are no riuisances on private property. 

There has been an unusual number of cases of Diarrhoeal 
troixfele during the summer, but there is no contagious dis- 
ease at present. The requirements of the law with regard 
to contagious disease are well met in this locality. 

Cx-ARNO: J. Kleckner, Clerk. Population about 1,500. No 
•^^strd of Health has been organized this year. The matter 
''^^s laid before the town board but no action was taken. 
■^^ public water supply. Water for domestic purposes ob- 
tain^d from springs and wells. No hospital building and no 
P*^oe where any stranger suffering under contagious dis- 
^^^so could be cared for. No sanitary ordinances or regula- 
*'^^^>^s of any kind. No work done and no sanitary inspec- 
^^^^s made. I cannot say exactly why nothing has been 
^^Xie unless it be for the reason on the one hand that the 
^^'^n board has been careless about such things, considering 
of little or no account, while on the other hand we 
never had any serious trouble with sickness of any 
I cannot tell much about the conditions prevailing 
er of public places or private premises. So far as I 
^^Av, they are fair. 

already said, there has not been and is not any sickness 
^ "the township, contagious or otherwise. No report has 
^^Ji made by any physician here. 

^^OjjDAN: A. Lewis, Health Officer. Population 1,174. Board 
-J liealth organized. Water for family use obtained wholly 
5^ ^^>^ wells, some drilled, others open. No hospital building. 
^^ething has been done in the way of adopting sanitary 
itiances. Public funerals in case of death from contag- 
-t ^^^ disease are forbidden. All persons affected by, or who 
^.^•^e been exposed to such disease must remain at home, 
^^ former until discharged and declared safe by a physi- 
, the latter for two weeks from the time of exposure, 
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and all rooms and furniture used by the sick must be thor- 
oughly disinfected, as must also all infected clothing. Apart 
from the enforcement of these regulations there has been 
no distinctively sanitary work done. There may be some 
nuisances existing on private premises, but our people are 
very generally a cleanly class, and work to keep themselves 
in good condition. 

There were two cases of Scarlet Fever in the place durin 
the summer but the rules of seclusion and disinfection wer 
strictly enforced and the disease was limited to the on 
family. There are no cases at present. The requirementir 
of the law with regard to contagious disease are not gene 
ally observed in this locality. 

Spring Grove: J. W.Killdow, Health Officer. Populatio 
about 1,100. Health Board organized. No public wat 
supply: water obtained from springs and wells. No hospit 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. We have 
villages of any importance in the township but I have p^ 
sonally examined the premises of residents but have fou 
nothing liable to produce disease. Our people are beginni 
to learn that Providence does not entail upon them all t 
diseases that flesh is heir to, and they are as a consequen 
adopting improved sanitary conditions. A complaint Wi 
made regarding one of the cheese factories here not ve 
long ago, and I made a thorough examination of the pla 
but failed to find anything out of sanitary order. 

Diarrhoea, Dysentery and the lik e have not been as f r 
quent as in previous years. There are no contagious case 
at present, nor have there been any requiring report for th 
past year. 

Exeter: C. O. F. Spencer, Health Officer. Populatio 
about 900. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for domestic purposes obtained from well^ 
drilled in the rock. No hospital building. No sanitary o: 
dinances adopted. Most of the residences in the place hav^ 
been visited, and where unsanitary conditions were f oun 
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rs were given for their correction. At present I know 
of l>ut one such case as those referred to in your question, 
in that instance the proprietor has been ordered to re- 
the nuisance. Public places, thoroughfares, etc., are 
good condition. 

ere have been but few cases of Diarrhoea and Dysen- 
t^x-y ^ and two of Typhoid Fever, one of which is now con- 
vsi*! ascent. The law regarding contagious cases is generally 
ol>^^rved in this locality. 

GREEN LAKE CO. 

3BjBDRLiN: Dr. C. Jf. Willis, Health Officer. Health Board 
or^^- agnized. No public water supply; water for drinking 
sixx>;f>lied from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ixiances adopted. No special systematic work has been 
as it was thought that there was no suflBcient cause. 
Th.^ general removal of all filth has been advised and has 
be^x:i_ very generally effected. Streets, thoroughfares and 
P^l>lic places are in good condition, and I know of no threat- 
g nuisances on private premises. 
Uiring the spring there were many cases of pneumonia 
other lung troubles, but little other sickness; very few 
cases of summer diflBculty and no Typhoid. There is no 
^^^■^"t^gious disease prevalent. Such cases are very generally 
^^poxrted, but probably not in every instance. 

^X^OOKLYN; J. H. Brooks, Clerk. This township includes 

*^^ "village of Dartford, with a population of 300, that of 

,^^ "towji being 1,100. No Board of Health has been organ- 

i2e<i this year. No public water supply; water obtained 

^5^^^^ci wells; no examination of its purity or character other- 

'^iso has ever been made. No hospital building. No sani- 

^^y^ ordinances adopted or sanitary work done, as circum- 

stanoes have not required it. The attention of the public 

^® "been turned to the danger of contaminating wells by 

^cumulations of filth, privy vaults, pig pens, etc., and no 

^di case is known here. 

11— H. 
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There has been no prevalent form of sickness and no 
contagious disease here, and therefore there could be no 
reports. 

Ste. Marie: E, Siebenhaar, Clerk, Population 780. Board 
of Health organized. J^o public water supply; drinking 
water obtained from wells; hard in quality. No hospital 
and no building in town which can be obtained for such a 
purpose. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no system- 
atic inspection of private premises has been made. The 
school buildings and their outhouses have been cleaned and 
disinfected by direction of the Board of Health, but further 
work has been deemed unnecessary. There may be privies, 
etc., on private premises that need looking after, but no ex- 
amination having been made, nothing definite can be re- 
ported. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid Fever to my knowledge, nor is there at present any 
sickness. The law regarding cases of contagious disease is 
generally observed hereabouts. 

IOWA CO. 

Mifflin: Dr. J. P. Parmley, Health Officer. Population 
of village about 250; of township unknown. Board of 
Health organized. Water supplied from wells in the vil- 
lage, in the country outside from springs in many cases, 
and from wells in the remainder. No hospital building. No 
ftanitary ordinances adopted, and no systematic work done 
by the local authorities. During the spring the people made 
an unusual effort to put their places in as healthful condition 
a» possible, and as a class they are careful about such mat- 
U:rH; this fact and the general healthfulness of the locality 
are probably the reasons why nothing more has been done. 
i^ublic thoroughfares, buildings and places, so far as I can 
Kay, are in good sanitary condition. Regarding private 
premises I cannot say that there are any such things as 
privy vaults, barnyards and the like which are in too close 
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proximity to wells, etc., but think there must be more or- 
less danger from these causes. 
, Diarrhoea has been quite prevalent among young children* 
but is now subsiding. There have also been some cases of 
Scarlet Fever but no new ones of late. So far as I am aware- 
the conditions of the law regarding contagious disease ara- 
met in this vicinity. 

Pulaski: H. P. Dietrich, Clerk. Population 1,320. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply obtained from wells, 
common and driven. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted, no systematic work done or inspection 
made by the local board with reference to either public or 
private premises. I suppose the reason has been that the 
local board of health have not considered such work really 
necessary. Generally public thoroughfares, buildings and 
places are in good sanitary condition, and there are no 
barns, stables, pig pens or other places that might be con- 
sidered injurious to the health of the inhabitants. 

There has been no prevalent disease here during the sum- 
mer and none of the diseases named have made their ap- 
pearance here, nor is there any form of contagious disease 
here now. To the best of my knowledge the provisions of 
the law regarding contagious disease are generally complied 
with in this locality. 

Highland: Dr, C. Egan, Health Officer. Population 650. 
Board of Health organized. No public system of water 
supply; water taken from cisterns and wells. No hospital 
building. Ordinances have been adopted requiring occu- 
pants or owners of all houses and other premises and out- 
buildings to put and keep the same in cleanly, wholesome 
condition, and to remove all filth therefrom; requiring the 
health officer to examine all premises and report on their 
sanitary condition. Authorizing the service of notice on 
any person occupying premises found in an unclean condi- 
tion requiring such premises to be thoroughly cleaned with- 
in twenty-four hours, and providing a penalty for disobed- 
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ience to such notice. Authorizing the health board or healt 
• oflScer to make examination of any premises and providin 
a penalty for any refusal to allow such examination or f o 
putting any obstruction in the way thereof. Providing pen 
alties for depositing any filth in the streets, alleys or yard 
I giving authority to the board to declare any unclean ou 
houses, vaults, sheds, slaughter houses and the like, publi 
nuisances subject to summary abatement; requiring a 
owners or occupants of land to remove any dead animal 
unwholesome matters thereon to without the village limits 
or to draw oflf any stagnant water upon notice from t 
board of health and providing for the enforcement of t 
foregoing requirements and provisions under penalty 
fine or imprisonment. 

I think that the streets, alleys, yards and outhouses g^ 
erally are in good sanitary condition, although no syste 
atic sanitary work has been done by the authorities. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or any specia.^ Tly 
prevalent form of disease other than '' Dutch Measles," sso 
called, and later some Scarlet Fever which was stria "fcHy 
quarantined, and stamped out. Contagious disease is prc^ 3)- 
erly reported. 

JACKSON CO. 

Black River Falls: Dr. H. B. Cole, Health Officer. P<:>1>- 
ulation 2,CH)0. Board of Health organized. No public wsi.'fc^r 
suppl}'; water obtained from wells. Xo hospital buildix^^- 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. During the past spri^»^ff 
and summer I have been over suspected ground seve:**'^! 
times, but with this exception there has been no system^^*^^ 
inspection. The sanitary work done has been chiefly in i>l^© 
way of digging sewers and draining low places. Pul>''^^ 
places, buildings, and thoroughfares are in the best con^' 
tion they have ever yet seen, but there is still some cha»*^® 
for improvement, and there are some of the nuisan<^^^ 
named in your question on private premises. 
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No special form of disease, contagious or other, has been 
or is prevalent in the city this season. The requirements 
of the law in relation to reports of contagious disease are 
not met. 

Irving: Dr. S. A. Sheldon, Health Officer. Population 
about 900. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water obtained from wells ranging from twenty to 
one hundred feet in depth. No hospital building. No sani- 
tary ordinances adopted. I was appointed as health oflBcer 
last spring and was instructed to inspect or cause to be in- 
spected all schoolhouses and grounds and such private 
premises as I had reason to suspect were in an unsanitary 
condition. I visited every schoolhouse in the town and a 
large number of private residences under these instructions, 
and I think that the town is in much better sanitary condi- 
tion at present than the majority of towns among farming 
communities. In many cases, however, the wells are too 
close to stables, pig pens and privies. 

During the first two-thirds of August, Diarrhoea, Dysen- 
tery, and Cholera Morbus were more than usually prevalent 
among children but there is no form of contagious disease 
existing at present. I do not think that there have been 
any cases requiring report for the past two years. 

Manchester: J. Perry, Health Officer. Population 608. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
is obtained from wells for all domestic purposes; no exam- 
ination has ever been made that I know of. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The local board 
of health has ordered a complete sanitary survey of the 
town which is now in progress; when it is completed I will 
make as full a report as is possible. The town embraces 
rather more than two townships so that the work will occu- 
py some little time. So far as is now known streets, thor- 
oughfares, public places and buildings are in very fair 
condition, and although there are some foul privies, barn 
yards, etc., which may threaten the water in their immediate 
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vicinity, such things are decidedly the exception and no 
the rule. 

The township has been very healthy during the whole 
year, and there are no cases of contagious disease at pres 
ent. As far as I know such cases are reported when they 
occur which is but seldom. 

Springfield: S. Hjerleid, Health Officer. Population 811. — 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; the 
water is soft and is obtained from springs, creeks, rivers, 
and in a few cases from wells. No hospital building but 
should occasion require it we can obtain one. No formal WT 
ordinances have been adopted and only such inspectio 
made as I myself have been able to accomplish. There 
a few places in the town which should receive attention but:*" 
for the most part it is in as good condition as can be ex — 
pected. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid Fever, and there is no cases of contagious disease. 
Such diseases are not properly and uniformly reported whe: 
the}" occur. 

HiXTON: L. T. Branch, M. D. Population 1,450. No 
of Health has been organized here since 1883. No pubU 
water supply: drinking water is obtained from springs an 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinance^' 
adopted or sanitary work of any kind done. There 
stagnant pools in town that should be drained, and the 
are on private premises barns with basement stables thal^^ 
should be cleaned out in the interest of health. In one in — 
stance eight cases of dysentery occurred on the same place 
— a farm where the drinking water was obtained from 
cribbed well, the timbers and planking being all rotten. 
had the stuff removed, new planking put in and the W( 
cloanevl out, after which no other cases occurred, although — 
some twenty hands are employed on the farm. 

Dysentery has been very prevalent and severe, som9 
do/en or more cases having occurred, two proving fataL 
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Xe disease has a Typhoid tendency, and still exists to some 
-t:ent. Contagious diseases are reported and I usually 
I opt precautionary measures as attending physician. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

IFoRT Atkinson: Dr. Q. C. Stockman, Health Officer. Pop- 
lation about 2,200. Board of Health organized. Water 
ipply from wells. No hospital building. Sanitary ordi- 
a.iices have been adopted prohibiting any person affected 
p- contagious disease, and all inmates where such disease 
ciistS:, from attending any public schools or public assem- 
ies of any kind until all danger of infection is over, the 
LCt to be certified by pome competent physician; forbidding 
ablic funeral services in case of death from contagious dis- 
ise except with written permission from the president of 
Baltb. board, and under restrictions imposed by him; requir- 
ig report to be made of all cases of dangerous contagious 
Lsease, by the physician in attendance, if any, or if none, 
y the head of the family or other person responsible for 
Lck person. 

Our alleys are general receptacles for waste products of 
bores and dwelling houses; there is no general system of 
ewerage, although the natural drainage is excellent. In 
una last we had some cases of Diphtheria, of which two 
vera fatal. The houses were placarded and closed, and no 
•ne except the physician and other necessary persons was 
allowed to enter or leave them. The funerals of the dead 
vera held at midnight, no one attending them except two 
nambers of the family, the pastor and undertaker. Isola- 
ion the most complete, in short, was rigidly enforced, the 
>laces were disinfected and the city was thus kept free from 
Ids terrible disease. Copies of the ordinances above re-' 
ferred to were sent to every house in the city. 

Hebron: M. Curtis, Clerk; Dr. A. McDaniels, Health Offi- 
cer. Population 1,128. Board of Health organized. Water 
supply drawn from wells. No hospital building. No sani- 
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tary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work done or inspec- 
tion made. No reason assigned for omission. School-houses 
reported to be in good condition, but not as much attention 
is given to privy vaults about such places as should be, 
although there is a marked improvement over the conditions 
which prevailed a few years ago. The writer recently had 
occasion to visit every house in the township, and thinks 
there are but very few where a man might not sleep and eat 
with safety, and without danger from the surroundings. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, oi 
Typhoid Fever recently, and there are no cases of con- 
tagious disease now. The law is generally observed her< 
unless Measles is regarded as a disease requiring report. 

Jefferson {town and city): G, J. Loetz, Clerk; Dr, G. 
Smith, Health Officer, Population of city 2,500. Board oz~ 
Health organized. Water supply obtained from wells am 
springs. No hospital building. Ordinances adopted ai 
drawn chiefly from the statutes of the state with such mo( 
ifications as are necessary to adopt them to the local con< 
tions, and with a clause making it the duty of owner czzzzzDr 
occupant of any place where offensive business may be o. ^ - — w- 
ried on, or of any unwholesome or foul place, to clean^^^s^e 
such premises whenever the board of health shall require i^E-t. 
Streets and alleys have been inspected and thorougtBLT^.3r 
cleansed. Pig pens have been removed in some cases a" 
cleansed in others, and the owners have been ordered to 
them in proper condition, which orders have been complx< 
with. The members of the board of health have acted 
inspectors. There is now nothing anywhere in either to" 
or city from which any danger can be apprehended. T*=>-^ 
The health oflScers have been vigilant, and their orders ha^^*;^^ 
been strictly carried out. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, etc., in either to^^^^^^ 
or city, and are now no cases of contagious disease. Su( 
cases are reported whenever they occur. 
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.KE Mills: Dr. G, Earll, Health Officer. The town of 
^^^^^'fc€^loo is also included in my jurisdiction as Health Offi- 
<5^xr, Ihe population of the town being 1,074, and that of the 
"v^ilJ-Sige of Lake Mills 814. Both town and village have^ 
l^^^lth boards properly organized. The village has a park 

which supplies a part of the water, and which has- 
shown by analysis to be good. JJo hospital building, 
■^o sanitary ordinances adopted. I have ordered several 
vaults to be cleansed, pig pens to be removed, and have- 
in all instances where I considered the public health 
3 endangered in any way; all orders so given have been 
lerly carried out. I have inspected other parts of the' 
>, and have found things generally clean and in good 
Streets and alleys are in a good sanitary condition, 
the town of Waterloo the report will be found below). 
lere have been no cases of Diarrhoea or Typhoid Fever 
there are no cases of contagious character at present. 
^ requirements of the law concerning such cases are f ul-^ 
d in this locality. 

j^lKLAND: D}\ L. W. Clarke, Health Officer. Health 

.Td organized. No public water supply; water generally 

lined from wells. No building specially set apart for 

X>ital purposes, but in case of need the board of health 

^'^^"^'■'^Id act and secure a place. No sanitary ordinances 

^^>I)ted. No sanitary work done or inspection made; this 

an agricultural community such work was not thought 

clful. I cannot therefore repoit on sanitary conditions, 

lie or private. 

lere have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 

Fever in the town of late. There were some cases of 

'^^^^^let Fever in April, which were properly reported, but- 

^^^X'e have been none since, and are none now. Some of the 

^^^s ended fatally. There is no other form of contagious 

^^ase in the town. The provisions of the law with regard 

^'^norting contagious cases are generally complied with. 
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Sumner: (?. Mellberg, Health Officer, Population 558 

Board of Health organized. Water supplied by springs an 
wells. N o hospital building. "N^o sanitary ordinances adopt — 
ed, and no work done other than that of assigning a certai 
portion of the town to each member of the board of healt 
for general oversight. Whenever any matter endangerin 
health is observed or reported it is at once examined, order 
are issued for its correction and such orders are enforce 
Thus every family in the town is interested in the healtF 
and well-being of the place, of themselves and their neig 
bors, and everything is kept neat and clean. To our kno 
edge all the town is in a good sanitary condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Typhoid Fev 
or any other form of sickness prevalent, neither is th^ 
now any contagious disease existing. Such diseases a.i 
reported when they occur. 

Waterloo (toivn): W. D, Stiles, Chairman. Populatio_ ^ 

1,050. Board of Health organized. No public water suppi 
Water for domestic purposes is obtained from wells. N 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted and n 
work done. This is a rural community and the town gov- 
ernment is disorganized, there being neither supervisors o 
clerk. Therefore all that has been done has been to appoin 
a health oflScer and notify all physicians practising in th 
place to report to him. We are anxious to do all that c 
be done, but at present cannot see our way clear to any — 
thing. 

There has not been any Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoi 
Fever in the town to the best of my knowledge, nor is thera 
any case of contagious disease. Cases of that character ar^ 
reported when they occur. 

Waterloo {village): F. A, Williams, Clerk. Populatio 
888. Board of Health organized, (but no report of such oi 
ganization has ever been received at the oflBce of the Stat^ — ^ 
Board of Health.) Water supply obtained from wells. ^Wi^""^^ 
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al WS.JS used for cases of contagious disease occuring in 

stirsi,iigers, etc.; we have never had but one case of Small 

Po3c:. No sanitary ordinances have been adopted. The 

loc^si.1 board of health, seven in number in all, have looked 

^r the cleanliness of the village, and have been at work 

May, 1885. As far as reported up to the first of August, 

133S, no nuisances theatening to health are known on pri- 

^^^t:^ premises, and public places and thoroughfares are in 

sanitary condition. 

o special form of disease has been prevalent here nor is 

any contagious disease in the village. Contagious 

are always reported. 

JUNEAU COUNTY. 

LOY (city): T. K, Dunn, Clerk, Population 1450. Board 

^^ ^El^alth organized (but no report made for 1885.) No pub- 

lo A?\rater supply. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 

xies adopted. No work done other than that the local 

_ have looked over the city and had places cleaned up. 

. ^ ^^r as I can learn all thoroughfares and public places are 

*^^ood condition, and there are but few offensive pig pens 

T>rivate premises. 

►o far as I know there have been no cases of Diarrhoea, 
^Sentery or Typhoid Fever, and I know of no cases of con- 
^ious disease in the city at present. Such cases are re- 
^^rted when they occur. 

Fountain: W. H, Cook, Clerk; R. Ifoulton, Health Offi- 

^r. Population 781. Board of Health organized. Water 

Xipply almost entirely from wells. No hospital building. 

^^^^o sanitary ordinances adopted. No work done by the 

*^oard of health. This being a country town the health 

icer failed to see anything that would cause disease, and 

lere are, besides, many persons who would rather be sick 

lan spend anything for prevention. 

There has not been any case of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
*^yphoid Fever in the town during the summer, and there is 
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no case of contagious disease at present. *^ People seldoi 
die of anything except old age here." 

[A good many people died in this town of Scarlet Fever s. 
few years ago and the disease spread from here to the ad joii 
ing town of New Lisbon, the health authorities of Fountaiir 
taking no steps whatever for its control.] 

Lemonweik: F. Wilcox, Clerk. Population 999. IN CJ o 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; in ili —_ i 
for drinking purposes is taken from wells. No hospitss^ ,^1 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitar^^r-^j- 

work done for " fear that it may cost a few dollars, probabl 

Perhaps it is thought that there is no need of it." Th&n^ 
are on private premises all the conditions named in the li 
clause of the question on page 3, of the circular. Stre< 
and public places generally are nearly free from stagns%«: 
pools and other foul accumulations. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Typhoid Fever 
other disease prevalent, and no case of contagious disease 
any kind requiring report. 

Marion: T. M. North, Health Officer. Population 41 
Board of Health organized. This is a country townshi; 
small, and sparsely settled; the water supply is from wel 
wholly, and there is no impurity in the water. No hospil 
building in the town or, to my knowledge, in the count] 
When the Board of Health was organized, public notice 
the fact was given, and notice was posted as publicly as 
sible to the following effect: 1st. All dead animals on 
vate premises or on highways or roads adjacent 
were to be buried by the owner or occupant forthwith. ~ 2( 
Privy vaults, pigpens, hen-roosts and all other places tht 
ceuld give rise to any noxious effluvia were to be kept in 
cleanly and inoffensive condition. 3d. All persons wei 
cautioned against using impure water for drinkini? ai 
against improper articles of diet. 4th. All persons 
by contagious or infectious disease were ivarned not to 
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pea-XT ei,t school, church, or other public place, and not to visit 
oth^xr houses than their own, and all persons were directed 
to m.^^ all practicable means for preventing the spread of 
suGtx diseases, should any cases thereof appear in the town, 
and ebll persons were warned that violations of the law were 
lial3l^ to prosecution and fine. 

rixe Board of Health and the health officer have ever 
sio-c^^ been vigilant, and have kept up a constant oversight 
^f "fclxe health of the town; they are constantly paying at- 
terx-fcion to any and everything that can cause disease and 
ha^v^ixig all such matters and conditions removed at once. 
Aa ^xi instance, not long ago a person was ordered to bury 
at oxxce a dead horse, the animal having died in the woods 
^^^3^ the day before, and the order was promptly enforced 
^^<i obeyed. So we feel able to say that the town is in good 
saxxitary condition, and that there is nothing^ on public or 
P'^^^v^a.te premises known to the board that can cause disease 
^^ sickness of any kind. 

-A- tout six cases of Scarlet Fever have pccurred in the 

^^"^^'^^xa since the date of my last report, two of which were 

^^"fca,! but there is now no sickness of any kind in the town. 

^^ I>hysician has made any report to the Health Officer or 

•^ "fclie Board of Health, so far. The cases above stated 

the only instances of contagious disease. 

-AtJSTON: Dr. J. E, Smith, Health Officer. Population, 

' ^ ^. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 

^t^r obtained from wells. No hospital building. No san- 

T*^^ ordinances. There has been no systematic inspection 

^4ie village, but whenever any condition likely to prove 

. ^^S'^rous to health has been brought to my notice I have 

^ ^J:x it personal attention and have caused its removal. 

.y^ ^^ *>. work has generally been the cleansing of privy vaults, 

^ Removal of garbage, etc. Public places are in good 

^^^iticiry condition and there are no nuisances on private 

Lses to my knowledge. 

ere have been no cases of Diarrhoeal or kindred trouble 
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and none of contagious disease. Cases of the latter ki 
have been reported. 

New Lisbon: Dr, E, H. Townsend, Health Officer, Pot" '•X>- 
ulation 1,141. Board of Health organized. No publz — B-ic 
water supply; water comes from wells and is, for the mo- ^ost 
part, good. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinanc*^ -^^s 
adoptod. No sanitary work done other than to order prerrr^rxi- 
ises cleaned and disinfected when necessary. The village is 

as healthy as it has been for years in spite of some unsan^^EiLi- 
tary conditions. The mass of the community has not 
waked to the importance of preventive medicine, and the 
fore until a nuisance becomes a personal offence no notic 
taken of it. Such nuisances are confined to private pr 
erty. There has been systematic inspection of the villat,. 
I myself with the other members of the board of heal-^li 
acting as inspectors, three in all. I have been two years 
work, the others since April last. Public thoroughfares 
in good condition, but as already intimated, private premis 
are not. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoeal or other si 
disease, and there 'are now no cases of contagious diseas=^--^ 
except a few of Whooping Cough. There were last win 
and spring however, some cases of Diphtheria, all of whic 
without exception started from one imported case. Four 
five cases were fatal and at least two originated in crimin 
carelessness on the part of families in not obeying directio: 
regarding isolation. The law requiring report of contagio 
cases is generally complied with hereabouts. 

Plymouth: D. A, demons, Health Officer. Populatio 
848, Board of Health organized. No public water BuppI, 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, 
sanitary work done. Reason assigned for omission, '^ n 
necessary." 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever, and no 
of contagious disease. 
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[This town is one where a nominal board of health has 
evidently had a nominal organization to enable the author- 
ities to say that the law had been complied with, but where, 
the board has never met and is never expected to meet, or to 
do any part of the work which a board of health should do.] 
Seven Mile Creek: W. Martin, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 716. Board of Health organized. Water supply of the 
best kind is from wells and springs. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. This is a country place, 
without much travel to and fro, and has never been visited 
by any serious contagious disease of any kind. Hence, and 
as we have a good general knowledge of the town and its 
people, it has not seemed needful to make any inspection or 
go into any special work. 
There is not and has not been any prevalent disease. 
Armenia: Dr, J. W, Joslin, Health Officer. Population 
285. [No Board of Health has been reported from this town 
since 1883, but it would appear that some sort of a board has 
been organized for the present year.] The water supply is 
derived from wells; water pure and soft. No hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted, or sanitary work 
done; none deemed necessary. When any contagious dis- 
ease develops we take such care of the cases as we can, and 
"the residents seem to make their dwellings and surround- 
ings as healthful as circumstances will admit. There are 
±ew if any stagnant water pot)ls in the settlement, and farm 
yard accumulations are generally removed once a year. 

There has been no special form of disease prevalent. A 
xaild form of Scarlatina now prevails. There has been no 
necessity for reporting contagious disease. 

KENOSHA COONTY. 

Paris: — W. Gunter, Jr., Health Officer. Population about 
650. Health Board organized. No public water supply; water 
obtained from wells and springs. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. No systematic work done. 
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as the town is sparsely settled and divided into large farm 
I have made some little inspection but have found thin 
generally in good order. There are no public building;*^ 
other than the public schools, which are in very good co 
dition, the grounds being free from stagnant pools, fo 
privy vaults, etc. Private premises are generally kept i 
very cleanly condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or Typhoid for 
•of disease, and there is not any contagious disease at prei 
•ent. The local health board is a new creation, having bee 
-organized only last June, and no contagious cases of diseas 
have occurred since then. 

Pleasant Prairie: N, C.Thorney, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 1,400. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for drinking purposes is obtained from wells. 
;No hospital or other similar building at command. No san- 
itary ordinances adopted. No systematic work has been 
done, for the town is in good sanitary condition. The only 
inspection made has been what I have made myself during 
the four months that I have acted as Health Officer. There 
are no public buildings other than schools and churches, 
which are all in good condition. 

There have been none of the diseases named in your cir- 
cular prevalent in the town this summer, neither are there 
now any cases of contagious disease, nor have any such 
-cases been reported by any physician. 

Randall: G. Kroncke, Health Officer. Population about 
600. Board of Health organized. Water supply froin wells. — 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, buL-B . 
a general order was issued requiring the cleaning of al 
yards and cellars, but nothing further was done, the tow 
being very healthy and in good condition. 

I have heard of no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty 
phoid Fever, and there are none of contagious disease no 
I have been in office only since last spring, and in that tim^ 
330 cases of contagious disease have been reported to me. 
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SoMERS: Dr. J. Ozaune, Health Officer. Population l,500u 

»oard of Health organized. No public water supply; water 

Itaiiied from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 

•dinances adopted, and no work done except that the board'. 

had a general supervision, and has looked after the de- 

st^ruction or burial of all dead animals, and has urged at 

greneral cleaning up, which has been done in anticipation of 

Oliolera. No report on sanitary conditions, public or private. 

The town has been remarkably exempt from Typhoid Fe- 

"^ex*. I do not know of a case for four years or more. There 

ha^s been no Dysentery to speak of and but little Diarrhcea; 

thor^e have been a few cases of Cholera Morbus, but none 

fata.!^ and no cases of contagious disease exist at present. 

Tlx^r^ is but a limited compliance with the requirements of 

*'^^ law in such cases. 

KEWAUNEE COUNTY. 

-^^tiiNAPEB {town): Dr. G. R. Bartran, Health Officer. Pop- 

. ^•^ion 1,528. Health Board organized (but no report made 

^^o^ 1883). Water for domestic purposes is obtained almost 

^^^lly from wells, and no examination has ever been made 

® '''^^ its purity. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 

oes adopted or work of any kind done. This township 

xio village nor public houses within its limits; all are 

^O. houses. All roads or highways are in a good sanitary 

^^^aition. 

"J^lxere has been no prevalent disease^ and there is no con- 

^Srious disease now existing. The provisions of law re- 

r-^^^ing reports of contagious diseases are generally observed 

"ttiis locality. 

^-AJtLTON: W. Rogers, Chaii^man; J. Dishmaker, Health 

^y^^cer. Population 1,750. Board of Health organized. No 

:^y^t>lic water supply; water obtained from wells and springs. 

^ liospital or other similar building. No sanitary ordi- 

^^oes adopted, and the only sanitary work done was in 

^^Oction with Typhoid Fever, which was brought hither 
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from an adjoining town, the attendant physician there fail- 
ing to report the nature of the disease until one death had 
occurred, and the board here had telegraphed to learn the 
facts of the case. It was then discovered that two families 
"were affected, and the board of health at once took charge 
•of both. Help was provided, and the parties prohibited 
from leaving the premises, while outsiders were prevented 
from entering them. There was one more death, and the 
funeral was conducted under direction of the board,* but the 
•disease was confined to the two places which adjoined each 
other. School houses and public places generally are in 
good sanitary order. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea or Dysentery an< 
it cannot be said that any disease has been prevalent. There^^ ^e 
have been no contagious cases other than those above men— ^— i - 
tioned and there are none now. The requirements of th^ _^e 
law are not met so far as such diseases are concerned. 

Kewaunee: Dr. O, H, Martin^ Health Officer, Board o:<^zzjof 
Health organized, (but not reported for 1885). A larg^-^sfe 
spring within the village is conducted to cisterns lower dowiKi ^^n 
for a water supply in case of fire; and there are some wh- -mt^o 
obtain their domestic supplies from the same source; the re^^ «st 
of the people depend on wells. No hospital buildin^^-g. 
Sanitary ordinances have been adopted; 1: Forbiddin -Mizig 
slaughtering, rendering or any business relating to czn^ or 
springing from those within the city limits. 2: Declarin^cnxig 
manure heaps, cess-pools, all refuse, dirt and offal, and a ^=^>11 
foul pig-pens to be nuisances, and authorizing the board c^ of 
health to abate the same. 3: Giving the board of healt*' th 
full power to take charge of all cases of contagious diseas^^^se, 
to isolate all persons affected thereby, to disinfect all 
ises, on which such disease shall occur, and making all ei 
penses incurred by the board in the prosecution of su< 
work a charge on the city treasury. 4: Requiring buri 
permits in all cases of death in the city, and requiring 
condition of the issue of such permits a certificate of 
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cause of death from a competent physician or from the 
health oflScer; and in case of death from contagious disease 
making the funeral services subject to the direction of the 
board of health. 5: Providing penalties for disobedience to 
any order of the board of health or for violation of any of 
the above provisions. 

In addition to these regulations an appeal was made to 
all citizens to cleanse their premises, to burn all refuse and 
rubbish that could be so disposed of, to disinfect all privy- 
vaults, pig-pens, etc., and to keep all things in good sanitary 
condition. This appeal was printed on the same sheet with 
the ordinances and distributed widely. An inspection of 
every house and premises within the city limits with the ex- 
ception of a very few on the outskirts was also made, the 
health oflBcer and two members of the city council serving 
as inspectors. The public buildings, grounds and thorough- 
fares are all in good order as also are all private premises. 
The examination included cellars, wells, privies, stables, pig 
pens and everything else of the same kind, and notes were 
made for future reference as to i^ecessary work. A notice 
was sent to each owner telling him what was to be done on 
his premises, which notices were given over to the city mar- 
shal with instructions to deliver them, and to see that the 
required work was done. Thus we have succeeded in get- 
ting a clean city. 

•There have been a few cases of Scarlet Fever, very light 
and widely scattered, but none of these occurred in the city 
proper. There are no cases of contagious disease now here. 
The law regarding the report of contagious cases is generally 
observed. 

. LA CROSSE CO. 

Barre: F. Nuttleman, Clerk. Population 703. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary 
work thought necessary. One inspector has been engaged 
for four months. Public places, thoroughfares, etc., are in 



180 Report of the 



Reports from Local Health Boards. 

• — - ■ I ■ ■ I. -t 

good sanitary condition, and there are no dangerous nui- 
sances on private premises. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and 
no forms of prevalent disease. There is no contagious dis- 
ease now. The law regarding such diseases is generally 
observed. 

Holland: S, Westerhouse, Clerk. Population 1,002. No 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted or sani- 
tary work of any kind done. ^^ It is diflBcult to place the 
responsibility; the town board did not consider work neces- 
sary as there are no crowded localities in the town. There 
are one or two places that can be called public nuisances, a 
slaughter house especially near the village of New Am- 
sterdam." 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid that I am aware of, and there are none of contagious 
disease at present. I think that the law regarding such 
diseases is not complied with but will not assert that such 
is the case. 

La Crosse {city) : Dr. C. H. Marquardt, Health Officer. 
Population 21,739. Board of Health organized. Water 
supply partly from city water works; source Mississippi 
River. City has a hospital building for treatment of cases 
of contagious disease. Ordinances have been adopted pro- 
hibiting the keeping of swine within certain specified lim- 
its, declaring all pig sties, yards, etc., wherein such animals 
are kept within said limits public nuisances, liable to sumr 
mary abatement, and providing a penalty of not less than 
five dollars for each twenty-four hours after notice has been 
given for keeping swine as aforesaid. No systematic hoi 
to house inspection has been made in this city, but the 
specter of Nuisances has visited and investigated all plao 
brought to his notice, and has ordered all cellars to 1 
cleaned and all accumulations of filth and rubbish abc 
any premises to be removed and destroyed. This was dc 
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during the spring and the orders were almost uniformly com- 
plied with. Our streets and alleys are in good condition, 
this having been brought about, especially as regards alleys, 
by the removal of pig pens. School and other public build- 
ings are in good sanitary condition, and all privy vaults 
have undergone a thorough cleansing and disinfection; this 
without any exception, I think that it is safe to say that 
not one escaped. Our water supply is not endangered by 
any of the causes enumerated. 

I'here has not been as much Diarrhcea, Dysentery, etc., in 
the city during this summer as in previous years. We have 
Diphtheria in some portions of the city — particularly in the 
outskirts; twenty cases in all have been reported from June 
15 to August ^7, of which three have been fatal. The pro- 
visions of the law regarding contagious disease are gener- 
ally observed hereabouts. 

OnalaskA: Dr. W. A. Lester, Health Officer. Population 
1,146. Board of Health organized. Water for domestic pur- 
pose is generally obtained from wells. No hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no special sanitary 
work done, with the exception of the inspection of a 
slaughter- hou^e, which I examined and which will receive 
attention. This place being in fairly good sanitary condi- 
tion. no g eneral, systematic work was done. 

las been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or kindred disor- 
Bhere is now no contagious disease. I believe that 
"egarding contagious cases is generally observed. 

LA FAYETTE CO, 

ONT: J. Barrett, Clerk. Board of Health organized 
report of such organization ever made to the State 
,) No public water supply; water for domestic pur- 
'jtained from cisterns and drilled wells. No hospital 
f. No sanitary ordinances adopted, but general 
lave been published requiring all cellars, outhouses 
ys to be kept clean and inoffensive. The board has 
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attended to the removal of all dead animals^ dead dogs, 
cats, pigs, horses, and all other animals having been promptly 
removed and buried. Streets and thoroughfares generally 
are in good sanitary condition, while, as far as private 
premises are concerned, there are a few — not more than one 
or two — pig-pens that need removal, which will be effected 
in a few days. Generally all such matters have received 
attention and the town is in reasonably fair condition. 

I think Diarrhoea or Cholera Morbus has been rather more 
prevalent than usual, but there have been no deaths. There 
is no contagious disease of any kind. Any report of such a 
case, even if only a floating rumor, is at once investigated, 
a competent physician being sent to look into the matter. 

Benton: Dr. J, Godfrey, Health Officer, Population 500 
to COO. No Board of Health organized for 1885. JTo public 
water supply; water for drinking purposes is obtained from 
cisterns generally, though there are a few drilled wells. No 
hospital or other building that could be used for the purpose. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no work of any kind 
done for the prevention of disease. The town board say 
that it is not necessary. Streets and alleys are in pretty good 
condition, but some of the privies connected with public 
buildings are shamefully neglected. Some privies on pri- 
vate premises are in bad condition but there are none likely 
to contaminate the water supply; pig-pens are scarce, and 
bams are generally kept in good sanitary shape. 

The summer was generally healthy, but since August 20 
there have been a good many cases of fever, that cannot be 
called Typhoid, although they have a Typhoid tendency. 
Th(5 disease does not seem contagious as there is generally 
not more than one case in a family, and the cases are scat- 
tcjred. Apart from this there is no contagious disease. I 
til ink that physicians generally comply with the law so far 
liH this vicinity is concerned. 

Va,k Grove: J. Kempthorn, Clerk. Population 868. No 
liuurd of Health organized this year. Water supply from 
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wells, springs and cisterns. No hospital building. No sani- 
tary ordinances adopted. No work done or sanitary inspec- 
tion made, public or private. " The town board or board of 
health never think it worth while to bother themselves with 
such things." 

There has been considerable Diarrhoea and Cholera Mor- 
bus, during the summer, but I know of no cases of con- 
tagious disease at present. There have been no reports 
made of such cases. It may be that physicians have dis- 
covered none. 

Monticello: E. Farnham, Health Officer. Population 
not far either way from 400. Health Board organized. No 
public water supply; water obtained from wells and springs. 
No special hospital building, but there are several isolated 
places that would answer the purpose. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. In June last I visited every house in the 
town and personally examined every cellar, well, cistern, 
sewer, etc., and caused nuisances to be abated. Since then 
I have made a second examination and found that ipy di- 
rections had been carried out. Public thoroughfares, school 
and other buildings, are in good sanitary condition. There 
is but little danger of contamination of water supply from 
pig-pens, stables, etc., in a rural community such as ours, 
but precautions have been adopted in some few cases. 

There have been some cases of Diarrhoea, principally 
among children, but no prevalent form of disease and no 
cases of Typhoid. There are no cases of contagious char- 
acter in town. The requirements of the law with reference 
to contagious cases have been complied with in the past. 

Wayne: F. E. Pease, Clerk. Population 1,112. No Health 
Board has ever been organized in this place. The matter 
has been before the town board, but they seem to think that 
no such action is necessary from the fact that this is only a 
country place and there has never been any prevalent dis- 
ease in the town. The water supply for domestic uses is 
mostly from wells. 



184 Eeport of the 



Reports from Local Health Boards. 



LANGLADE COUNTY. 

Antigo: Dr, J. H. Dawley, Health Officer. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water for do- 
mestic uses is taken from wells which have a uniform depth 
of about sixteen feet. No hospital building. No sanitary- 
ordinances have been adopted, and nothing whatever done in 
the line of sanitary work. Streets, alleys, public thorough- 
fares and places generally are very filthy, and the city is in 
good condition to fatten the cemetery should an epidemic 
strike the place. Since the city was chartered nothing in 
the way of organizing a Board of Health has been consid- 
ered although I have made frequent efforts to that end. 

There has been nothing here more serious than the Whoop- 
ing Cough. Contagious diseases generally are reported 
when they occur. 

Price: D. Montawr, Health Officer. Population 200. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
for domestic purposes obtained from wells varying from 
fifty to one-hundred and twenty-five feet in depth. No hos- 
pital at command and no building that would serve for one 
No sanitary work done or regulations adopted, for the reason 
that the board of health considered such steps unnecessary 
the town being very healthy. 

The population of this town is chiefly of the pioneer class, 
the country being a newly opened one. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Corning: C. Klebenoiv, Clerk Population about 100. No 
Hoard of Health has been organized since 1883. Water for 
drinking purposes obtained from springs and wells. No 
hospital building. This is a farming community and there 
iH little if any sickness. 

Eagle River: T. B, Walsh, Clerk. Population about 

150. No Board of Health has ever been organized here, and 

the only sanitary work done has been to crier the hotels 



State Board of Health. 185 

Reports from Local Health Boards, 

and other places to refrain from throwing out garbage and 
offal or other matters that may decay. This is a new town- 
ship, and thus far nothing more has seemed needful. 

Merrill, (town): C. M. Strobridge, Clerk. Population 
305. N"o Board of Health has ever been organized here, and 
no sanitary work has been deemed necessary as there has 
been no sickness. 

Pine River: W. Gensman, Clerk. Population 500. 

Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water for drinking purposes obtained from springs and wells 
No hospital building and none suitable for the purpose. The 
board of health has not deemed any precaution necessary 
in the way of adopting any sanitary ordinances, as the 
town is very thinly settled and all the settlers belong to the 
pioneer class. It is not thought that there are any condi- 
tions that threaten public health. ^ 

None of the diseases mentioned in your smaller circular 
have occurred in the town this summer, and not more than 
one case of contagious disease appears in the course of two 
or three years. 

Russell : H. W. Randall, Health Officer. Population 
about 400. Board of Health organized. Water supply from 
springs and wells. No hospital building, but one could 
readily be had in case of necessity. As soon after the Board 
of Health was organized as was convenient I made an in- 
spection of the territory under my jurisdiction. The sani- 
tary conditions generally are good; the people for the most 
part are " homesteaders," and do all they can to keep their 
homes in a good healthy condition, the rather as no phy- 
sician is to be found nearer than from ten to twenty-five 
miles distance. No contagious disease has made its appear- 
ance, but should any occur, the authorities will take prompt 
measures for its suppression. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid in the town this summer. 
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Rock Falls: J. McQuillan, Clerk. Population 165. No 
Board of Health organized. This township is almost as it 
was formed by nature, with the exception of a few roads 
made for the purpose of getting out the pine timber. Hence 
it has not seemed that sanitary work of any kind is neces- 
sary and none has been done. 

MANITOWOC COUNTY. 

Gibson: E. Wilsmann, Health Officer. Population 1,972. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from springs 
or wells. There is no hospital building belonging to the 
town, but any stranger suffering under contagious disease 
would be removed to the county hospital. N"o sanitary ordi- 
nances have been adopted, but the residents have been ad- 
vised to see that privies are as remote from wells as possible. 
There has been no systematic work done, and it has not 
seemed that any has been needed as " every farmer for him- 
self is anxious to keep his family well and healthy.". 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, etc., and there are 
now no cases of contagious disease. Such cases are re- 
ported when they occur. 

Manitowoc City: Drs. F. S. Luhman and A. C. FraseVy 
Health Officers, Population 6,879. Board of Health organ- 
ized. Water for drinking purposes obtained from wells en- 
tirely. No hospital or building to which contagious cases 
could be admitted. No sanitary ordinances adopted. When 
the local board of health was organized in May last four in- 
spectors were appointed, each having a certain district as- 
signed to him. Streets, alleys and public thoroughfares are 
thought to be in fair sanitary condition. A number of 
places have been cleaned under the direction of the board of 
health; and at present, to my knowledge, there are no ac- 
cumulations of filth on private premises. / 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea cr Dysentery in the 
city, and only a few scattered cases of Typhoid. There are 
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no contagious cases in the city. The law regarding con- 
tagious cases is not complied with in this locality. 

Manitowoc Rapids: R. Klingholtz, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation about 2,300. Board of Health organized. Water ob- 
tained from wells and springs. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted, no sanitary work done, and 
nothing known of existing sanitary conditions, public or 
private. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or Dysentery, nor has there 
been any contagious disease that I am aware of. Our town 
lies close to the city of Manitowoc, and the physicians who 
practice here all reside there. I have had no reports made 
to me since I have held oflSce, but I have known of no con- 
tagious disease. 

Maple Grove: A. Kiekhaefer, Clerk. Population 1,621. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
for domestic purposes obtained from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The board has 
given some time to examining into causes of sickness in the 
town, and to the removal of all such causes when it was 
deemed necessary. Every place where it was thought prob- 
able that any danger to the public health might exist was- 
examined, the whole board taking part in the work. We 
have no streets, alleys or public buildings other than school- 
houses, and those are in good condition without exception^ 
together with their surroundings. On private premises there 
is nothing that cam cause danger except it may be a few 
manure heaps, and none of these are thought to be badly 
located. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Ty- 
phoid Fever in the town, and there are none of any contagious 
disease. There is no resident physician, but the one who 
practices here would be prompt to report any cases should 
they occur. 

Rockland: C. Etzler, Clerk. Population 1,290. Board of 
Health organized, (but no report made to the State Board 
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for this year.) No public water supply; water for drinking 
purposes is obtained from wells. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted, and no systematic work done. 
Streets, alleys and public thoroughfares are well kept. Little 
if anythiug is known of sanitary conditions. 

There has been no sickness of any kind, and there is none 
at present. Contagious cases are reported. 

Two Rivers {city) : Dr, C, C. Barnes, Health Officer. Pop- 
ulation 2,500. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for domestic uses is obtained from wells. No 
hospital building but one could be secured if necessary. The 
local board has adopted orders requiring all decaying naat- 
ters to be removed and buried or destroyed, their place to 
be covered with lime or fresh earth, all outhouses to be 
cleaned, cellars to be drained and ventilated as also all barns 
and outbuildings. Notices to this effect have been widely 
distributed and posted in all public places. All dwellings 
and their surroundings have been inspected, two inspectors 
having been engaged in the work, one for three months, the 
other for a year and a half. All streets and thoroughfares 
are in good condition, but there are to a limited extent some 
nuisances on private premises. It is very diflBcult to make 
butchers keep their yards in decent condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid 
Fever in the city during the summer, nor is there at present 
any contagions disease, except a few cases of Mumps. The 
law relating to such diseases is complied with as a rule. 

MARATHON COUNTY. 

Brighton: J. Eensimer, Health Officer. Population 746. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted; the 
only work done has been the looking after streets and pub- 
lic thoroughfares, to see that they are kept clean and in 
good condition. Two inspectors have been engaged in this 
work. 
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There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid here 
of late, and there is now no contagious disease. Such dis- 
ease is reported when it does occur, which is rarely. 

Easton: (t. Freeman, Clerk. Population 275. Board of 
Health organized, (but not reported for 1885). Water sup- 
ply obtained from springs and wells. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted or sanitary work of any 
kind done. No report of existing sanitary conditions. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, etc., and no contagious dis- 
ease. There is no physician resident in this township. 

Halsey: F, a. Strupp, Clerk. Population 520. No Board 
of Health organized. No public water supply. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted or sanitary work 
of any kind done. This is a newly organized township, 
made up almost wholly of immigrants who have recently 
arrived, and who have all they can do to adapt themselves 
to the hardships of their new location and meet their gen- 
eral expenses. Under such circumstances it has not seemed 
advisable or needful to do much in the way indicated by 
your circular. 

There has been no prevalent sickness of any kind, and 
there is no physician resident in the township. 

Hamburg: C. Niemann, Clerk. Population 608. Board of 
Health organized (but not reported since 1883). No public 
water supply; water for drinking purposes obtained from 
springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted, and no sanitary work done, the board 
deeming it unnecessary. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and we have 
no cases of contagious disease. I believe that such cases 
are generally reported, but do not know certainly. 

Hull: Dr. C. E. Freeman, Health Officer. Population 
860. Board of Health organized. No public water supply. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. 
Ordering foul places to be cleaned is the only sanitary work 
done, and the only inspection made was that by the health 
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oflScer. Streets, thoroughfares and public places are in fair 
condition, as also are private premises. 

Marathon {town): J. Horning, Clerk. Population 954. 
No Board of Health has ever been organized here. Water 
supply from springs and wells. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. No systematic work for the 
prevention of disease has been done this year; such work 
was decided to be unnecessary as the town is in a healthful 
condition, and free from any stagnant water or collections 
•of filth. 

Typhoid Fever is prevalent though not to any great ex- 
tent. There are known to be two cases at present. The 
requirements of the law are not complied with here. 

Marathon City: H. M. Weis, Clerk, Population 320. 
No Board of Health has been organized yet. No public 
water supply. No hospital building. Ordinances have been 
adopted, prohibiting the sale of unwholesome meat, vegeta- 
bles or provisions of any kind, and authorizing the summary 
destruction of all such provisions by the marshal; forbid- 
ding any person to throw any offal or offensive matters in 
any place where such matters may endanger the health of 
any resident, and forbidding the deposit of such matters 
upon any street, alley or thoroughfare under penalty of fine, 
and making it the duty of the marshal to examine into any 
nuisance affecting the public health, to notify any person 
on whose premises such nuisance may exist to remove oc 
abate the same within a specified time, and, in case of neg- 
lect on the part of any person so notified to obey the direa^ 
ions given, to proceed to remove or abate such nuisan ^e 
summarily and to collect the cost from the party respon. ^?si- 
ble. No systematic sanitary work has been thought ne^^d- 
ful up to this time, the village being newly incorporated. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or J y- 

phoid Fever in the village this summer, and there is no cc^^n- 
tagious disease at present. Such diseases are reported wh-^/i 
they occur, but there has been no case for some time past. 
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Texas. S, P. Stewart, Clerk, Population 659. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water obtained 
generally from springs. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. We have in our town about eighty 
families scattered over a territory of about as many square 
miles. The little^illage of Trappe of some eight or ten families 
is included in the town. In taking the census I examined 
carefully into the sanitary condition of every house in the 
township and I found little or nothing, either in private 
houses or in school buildings to call for serious change. 
There is no such thing as a privy-vault in the place, and all 
<^xcrementitious matters, whether human or animal, are 
utilized as manures. In summer the hogs are kept in past- 
ures and in winter the pens are kept clean and inoffensive. 

There has been no sickness other than a few cases of 
Measles among children, and these were so light that none 
were kept out of school in consequence. There is no physi- 
cian nearer than the city of Wausau. 

Weston: S. E. Graves, Clerk. Population 1,908. Board 
of flealth organized (but no report made to the State Board 
since 1883) . Water for drinking purposes obtained genet-ally 
from springs and wells. No hospital building, but should 
occasion require it one could be obtained without delay. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. The health board has 
ordered the cleansing of filthy drains, and the burial of all 
dead animals. I think that every thing in the way of public 
places and thoroughfares is in good order. There may be 
matters on private premises which need cleaning, but I 
think there is nothing that can endanger any water supply. 
There are many odoriferous barns and pig pens, but they do 
not seem to produce any sickness. I know of no special 
form of disease that has been prevalent, in the town during 
the summer. There is certainly no contagious disease what- 
ever, and has been none requiring physicians to report. 
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MARINETTE CO. 

Peshtigo: Dr. L. E. Brinnan^ Health Officer. Population 
5,000. Board of Health organized. No public water supply. 
No hospital building. No further report on sanitary 
conditions. 

There has been no unusual amount of Diarrhoeal or 
Dysenteric trouble, and there is no contagious disease in 
this vicinity. Such diseases are reported when they do 
occur. 

[For report on Small Pox in this town and elsewhere in 
Marinette county see the report of the Secretary State 
Board of Health.] 

MARQUETTE CO. 

Buffalo: P. C. Brookins, Heath Officer. Board of Health 
organized. Water supply from wells, wholly. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted and no work of 
any kind done; the board lacks interest in these matters 
and has made no provision for sanitary work. I shall re- 
sign very soon unless something is done. Farmers are now 
very generally giving their barn-yards, pig-sties and the 
like a cleaning, but there is probably a certain proportion 
who will do nothing unless they are compelled to. 

There have been no cases whatever of Diarrhoea, Dysen- 
tery or Typhoid Fever, and no prevalent diseases, nor is 
there any case of contagious disease here now. The re- 
quirements of the law in regard to contagious disease have 
been complied with in the past and probably will be should 
occasion present. 

Harris: J. Whitmore, Clerk. Population 577. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water chiefly 
obtained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. No systematic work done; such work is con- 
sidered unnecessary because of the excellent general health of 
the people; sickness that requires the attendance of a phy- 
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sician rarely occurs. There are no accumulations of filth 
anywhere in this town; all that can be utilized as a fertilizer 
is at once applied to the purpose, and if there were no other 
reason for the removal of such matters, prospective profits 
would operate to that end. 

The questions of the smaller circular are probably suflS- 
ciently answered above. 

MoNTELLO: Dr. J. W. Coon, Health Officer. Population 680. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply obtained from 
Artesian wells or fountains. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. The members of the board of 
of health have inspected all premises, including privies and 
other outbuildings, thoroughfares and public buildings, and 
wherever necessary have given orders for correction of un- 
sanitary conditions. There were a number of privy vaults 
in very bad state, as also were several barn-yards, pig-pens, 
etc., but the orders given in all these cases were or will be 
obeyed, and they are now very generally in good shape. In 
many instances the privies were remodelled by the substitu- 
tion of sliding drawers for deep vaults, and all property 
owners were ordered to put suitable drains in their barn- 
yard leading to a deep ditch which has boen dug under the 
direction of the board of health for the correction more 
especially of a bad place which was long allowed to exist 
to the detriment of health in its vicinity, but which is now 
freed from stagnant water. 

There has been no special form of disease prevalent here 
during the past summer, and there is no contagious disease 
whatever here at present. So far as I am aware the law 
regarding such cases is well observed in this localifcy. 

Neshkoro: ' J. Sexton, Clerk; A, Scobie, Health O^oer. 
Population 633. Board of Health organized. No public 
water supply; water for domestic purposes is obtained from 
wells which range from eight to twenty-six feet in depth; 
few, however, are less than fifteen feet deep. No hospital 

18— H. 
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building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. There has be 
no systematic inspection of the town, the Board of Heal -^"• 
being well acquainted with its sanitary condition^ both s^ ^ 
regards public and private premises. School-houses ann^*^^ 
their out- buildings are in good sanitary state, and there ^x: ^^Mx^ 
no accumulations of filth on private premises. 

There is but a single case of sickness of any kind in ttJTche 
town at present, and that a chronic case, and there has be^^ ^en 
no disease during the past year. The law is strictly o'^zi^b- 
served as respects contagious diseases. 

Oxford: E, F, Anderson, Health Officer. Population 4^ =56. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply is wholly fro«zz»om 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinanc^zz^ces 
adopted and no sanitary work done. " No need of any in thzMThis 
small place." 

There has been no Diarrhoea or Dysentery during tiz^the 
summer, but Typhoid Fever is now prevalent. 

The requirements of the law relating to contagioKZZOUs 
diseases are generally observed here. 

[The fact of the prevalence of Typhoid Fever at the ds. Jate 
of the report furnishes its own forcible commentary on i^ the 
statement respecting the need for sanitary work " in tizzMJiis 

small place."]. 

Pac^kwaukee: B.S. Wilber, Health Officer. Populat wziion 
about 700. Board of Health organized. No public wa — ^ter 
supply; water for drinking and other domestic purposes ob- 
tained from springs and driven wells. We have a build: — ^^S 
at command that will answer for hospital purposes. 8^^^°^- 
tary ordinances have been adopted and a copy is enclo^^^^d- 
[The copy referred to did not come to hand.] There HHIlas 
been a general inspection of property, both public and -^^w- 
vAtis and all are in good sanitary condition with the exc^^P* 
tion of a few privies, for the cleaning of which orders b^^^ 
becin made and will be enforced. 

Tluiro has been no more Diarrhoea and Dysentery than is 
usual (luring the summer months in this place, and there is 
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case of contagious disease at present. The law requiring 
j^sicians to make a report of such cases is generally ob- 
ved in this vicinity. 

HiELDS: P. Dunn, Clerk, Dr. H. J. Pratt, Health Officer. 
j)ulation 598. Board of Health organized (but not not re- 
cited to the oflSce of the State Board for 1885.) No public 
ter supply; water for domestic purposes obtained from 
lis entirely. No hospital building. No sanitary ordin- 
oes adopted. There has been no systematic house-to- 
^mise inspection, but the health officer has made some ob- 
c-vations and has found sanitary conditions generally very 
od. 
TlThere has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or disease of 
e type, and there is no prevalent sickness other than some 
^ ^larial fever and some little rheumatic trouble. The law 
^ ^^pecting contagious diseases is generally complied with in 
is locality. 

"Westfield: Dr. H. D. Hill, Health Officer. Population 
0. Board of Health organized. Water supply from foun- 
ins and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordin- 
ces adopted, and no sanitary work reported. Practically 
^Dthing known regarding sanitary conditions. 
There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or kindred form 
disease. There was one case of Diphtheria, but it was 
"^olated, and no other has appeared. Cases of contagious 
"^.isease are reported when they occui*. 

Milwaukee County. 

Bay View: C. Elderhorst, Health Officer. Population 
^,000. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
ply; water for drinking purposes obtained from wells. The 
"Village has no hospital building, but there is one available 
\vhich belongs to the county, where patients with conta- 
gious diseases could be cared for. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The only work done by the board of health has 
been to fill up stagnant ponds. One inspector has been ap- 
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ENFIELD : Dr. E. G, Sayle, Health Officer. Population 
3,000. Board of Health organized. Water supply ob- 
from wells; average depth, about twenty feet. There 
special hospital building, but in case of need a place 
e purpose could be obtained. There have been no 
ry ordinances adopted, and no system of inspection 
jen made this year. This community is awake to the 
ity of observing cleanliness and any nuisance that is 
d out is always promptly removed. Most new dwell- 
,re built on sanitary principles, and the fact that at 
imes those principles are fully discussed leads intel- 
men to study their surroundings and make such im- , 
nents in them as may be needful. In two instances 
I have had occasion to suggest sanitary improve-, 
in dwellings that were infected by disease, and in 
nstances my ideas were carried out, even though con- 
ble expense was incurred in so doing. These are. prob- 
he reasons why no inspection has been made. No 
further upon general sanitary conditions of the town, 
re has been a good many cases of Cholera Morbus 
)Out this summer and fall, some quite severe, and 
ire now many complaining of looseness. Pertussis is 
prevalent, and there are some cases of Diphtheria, al- 
1 these have not been reported and are under the care 
irregular practitioner, who, I am told, takes no precau- 
Lgainst the spread of the disease. 

E: J. Bonniwell, Health Officer. Population 3,125. 
of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
ed from springs and wells. No hospital building be- 
g to the town; a stranger sick with contagious disease 
be cared for at the county hospital. No sanitary 
.nces adopted. I have examined St. Francis seminary 
•liege, have visited the rendering establishments and 
er places where I thought any nuisance might exist. 
» stopped the practice of hauling night soil from the 
: Milwaukee and dumping it in a gravel-pit, and have 
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made inspections wherever I thought needful. I have notit^^Dt 
inspected any private residences as yet, but I am working^^ ^g 
without help in this line, and shall get around to some ot:<i:3of 
them at least in the course of time. Public places anc:^ ^^id 
thoroughfares I believe are all right, and I think that private c»^te 
premises are also, but shall go around within a day or tw^ ^%^vo 
to make sure. 

I know of no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoi* 
Fesrer in the town^ and don't think there is a single case 
any contagious disease. The village of Bay View lies withi 
the township, but it has its own health oflScer, and outsi< 
of it there is no resident physician; cases of contagious dii 
ease may have been reported there but none have been n 
ported to me. 

Oak Creek: P. Joerg, Clerk. Population )K,1 51. No 
of Health has ever been organized in this town, as the si 
pervisors think it is not necessary. Water supply dra^ 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinanci 
adopted, and no sanitary work done, for the reason abo'' 
given. 

No special form of sickness, and no reports made by ph; 
sicians. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

Angelo: J. A. Sholts, Clerk. Population 483. Board 
Health organized (but not reported to State Board for 188 
Water supply drawn from wells and springs. No hospi 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. Nothing do 
in the way of sanitary work. Our town board of heal 
does the best it can to look to the health of the town 
pie. We are free from any epidemic and none have di 
from any contagious disease during the year. We ha 
three inspectors who have served for one year and w! 
will look out for any nuisances or epidemic diseases if 
occur. In some places privy vaults are foul and near 
water supply. 
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ink that the provisions of the law respecting the re- 
f contagious disease are generally complied with. 
SENFiELD: Dr, W. J, Donald, Health Officer. Popula- 
bout 600. Board of Health organized. Water supply 

e most part is from a large spring about one third 
iistant; some few have their own wells. No hospital 
ng. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary 
done. No reason assigned for omission. Practically 
ig known regarding sanitary conditions of the place. 
r6 have been no prevalent forms of disease^ no cases 
se specially named. Contagious diseases are reported 

they occur. 

Grange: C. E. Loomer, Health Officer. Population 

Board of Health organized. Water supply drawn 
y from wells. No hospital and no place where a case 
olera or Small Pox could be cared for. No sanitary 
inces adopted. When the board of health was or- 
3d we agreed that each member should keep a sharp 
it for nuisances of every kind and the people were 
jd that foul pig pens and stagnant pools would not be 
ted, that garbage and slops must be disposed of safely 
roperly, and that general cleanliness must be observed. 

directions have been followed with most commenda- 
illingness as a general rule, but there are some in« 
5S where the barns and outbuildings are on higher 
d than the dwellings and where the wells must there- 
eceive drainage from the barn yards; this is a bad 
ce and ought not to be tolerated. Two thirds of our 
5 are Americans from the eastern states who have 
ht their habits of thrift, enterprise and cleanliness 
them: the foreign element is so scattered around 
Z the Americans that its members try to keep up with 
aeighbors in improvements and general appearances, 
re has been no more Diarrhoea or Dysentery than 

during the summer, and no contagious disease has 
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existed. Therefore, and as there is no resident physician, , 
there have been no reports. 

Glendale: Dr, C. S, Smith, Health Officer, Population abou?^ 4^ 
2,000. Board of Health organized. No public water supply 
water for drinking purposes obtained from wells. No hot 
pital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. Th« -^mnQ 
Board has endeavored to keep the place in as good sanitary — ry 
condition as possible by having streets and alleys kep^p)^ 
clean, and all decaying material promptly removed. I hav^^^re 
personally investigated the school houses, their privy vault -^^1:8, 

etc., and private premises also; there are no stagnant pool s, 

and nothing else that can in any way help to produce di «- 
ease. Everything seems to be in as good condition as cj 
be expected. 

There has not been any form of disease that can be call( 
prevalent. What cases of Diarrhoea I have had, howev< 
have been very severe. There is no form of contagion 
disease now prevalent. The requirements of the law 
specting cases of contagious disease are complied with. 

Leon: J". B, Carnist, Health Officer, Population 7r 
Board of Health organized (but no report of such organis 
tion has been made to the State Board since 1883). Wat^ 
for drinking purposes obtained from wells, common and 
tesian. " No place has a hospital." No sanitary ordinance 
adopted. No sanitary work done or inspection made. " T^ 
Board did not think it necessary. As far as I have be* 
able to learn without personal inspection all [streets, alle 
and public places] are in good condition." 

There has been no prevalent form of disease in the 
during the year, and there has been nothing in the way 
contagious disease requiring report for some years past. 

Oakdale: S. a. Axtell, Health Officer. Population 
tween 600 and 700. Board of Health organized. Water f o^ 
drinking purposes is obtained from wells. No hospitoi 
building or anv ^^^use that would be available for such 
yse. % adopted or sanitary work of 
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any kind done. I was appointed health oflBcer last May, and 
was then told that I had nothing to do unless I were called 
upon and then the Board would furnish means to pay ex- 
penses. The town board think that there is no use in in- 
spection of water, vaults, etc., and that the people can take 
care of the sick if there are any. 

There has been but little sickness in the town. 

Portland: J". W, Jones, Health Officer. Population 1,130. 
Board of Health organized. Water supplied from cisterns 
and wells. There is no special hospital building, but, in case 
of need, there are houses that could be used for the purpose. 
No sanitary ordinances have been adopted, and only a gen- 
eral survey of the town has been made, which survey is con- 
sidered favorable. There are no marshes to contend with or 
to create fevers. (Evidently little or nothing is known of 
the sanitary conditions existing on private or public prem- 
ises. The fact that there is no village in the township seems 
to be offered as reason sufficient why no examination was 
made.) 

Pneumonia has been more prevalent than usual, but there 
has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and there is no form 
of contagious disease existing at present. Cases of con- 
tagious disease are reported when they occur. 

RiDGEViLLE: Dr. W. Fisher, Health Officer. Population 
1,302. Board of Health organized. Water supply obtained 
from springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. Inspection of the town has been main- 
tained since May, 1885, three inspectors serving since that 
time. We have ordered alleys to be cleaned and their clean- 
liness maintained; have regulated slaughter houses, pig pens 
and manure piles, and have taken particular care to have 
every nuisance removed, and everything kept in as healthy 
a condition as possible. 

Diarrhoea, Dysentery and kindred forms of disease 
have been less prevalent than heretofore. There is no con- 
tagious disease here now, nor has there been any in this 
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vicinity this season. Such forms of disease are reported 
in accordance with the reauirements of the law. 

Sparta: Dr. F. P. Stiles. Health Officer. Population about 
3,000. Board of Health organized. No- public water supply; 
there are, however, about twenty Artesian wells in the 
place and a large proportion of the drinking water used is 
obtained from them; the remainder is taken from ordinary 
wells. No hospital building. Ordinances have been adopted 
empowering the health officer to inspect streets, alleys and 
private premises, and to order the removal of all nuisances 
such as pig pens, manure heaps, oflfal. etc., and to require 
drainage to be perfected* These ordinances have not been 
printed. All premises, public and private, have been in- 
spected repeatedly, both by myself and by the other mem- 
bers of the health board, six in number, such inspections 
being made on an average once a week. As a rule the 
people have promptly responded to our notices to clean up 
their premises, remove hog pens, and the like, but there are 
four individuals who have refused to do so. Owing to some 
technical irregularities we have not succeeded as yet in 
forcing them to obey, but we are now proceeding under 
legal advice and expect to enforce the law in these cases as 
well as in others. 

[At a date very shortly after the above report was re- 
ceived the public prints chronicled the success of the board 
of health in enforcing its orders and the imprisonment of a 
person who had refused obedience.] 

There has been no Typhoid Fever, but Diarrhoea and Dys- 
entery have been quite prevalent, though there have been 
no fatal cases. We have have had no contagious disease of 
any kind. Such diseases are reported when they occur. 

OCONTO COUNTY. 

Little Suamico: J. Orosse, Clerk. Population 1,063. 
Board of Health organized (but not reported to the State 
Board for the present year). .No public water supply; water 
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for domestic purposes obtained from springs and wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted or sani- 
tary work done, as there ^^ was no contagious disease, nor 
any in prospect." 

Oconto {town): D. JE, Whiting, HealthOfficer. Population 
1,050. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
ply; water for drinking purposes is taken from wells. No 
hospital building. The only ordinance adopted has been one 
giving the health officer full powers to act whenever in his. 
judgment the public health shall require it. Under this or- 
dinance I have canvassed the whole town, examining all 
premises and giving such directions as I thought needful 
wherever I went. I alone was engaged in this work, and I 
was very careful and minute in my inspection, in view of 
the possibility of the coming of disease. I do not think that, 
there are now any places either public or private but what 
are in good sanitary condition. 

There have been two cases of Scarlet Fever, but other- 
wise the town has been very free from sickness. The pres- 
ent is a time of excellent general health. The law regarding 
contag:ious disease is generally complied with in this vi- 
cinity. > 

Oconto {city) : Dr. D. P. Moriarty, Health Officer. Pop- 
ulation 6,000. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water is obtained chiefly from artesian wells. No 
hospital building. The chairman of the Board of Health 
and health officer have acted as inspectors, and have re- 
quired strict compliance with hygienic rules as far as possi- 
ble. Streets, alleys, thoroughfares and public places are in 
as good sanitary condition as is practicable, and the same ia 
generally true of private premises. 

There have been some cases of Typhoid Fever but the 
disease has not prevailed to any marked extent. Of con- 
tagious disease there are at present no cases, though there 
have been some cases of Scarlet Fever. A practicing phy- 
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sician has just been fined $20.00 for not complying with the 
law. 

Pensaukee: F, jR. Wilson, Clerk and Health Officer. 
Population 1,928. Board of Health organized. No public 
water supply; water mostly obtained from wells. No hos- 
pital building, but one could readily be obtained if needed. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. 
" We have had no serious epidemic for years; don't think 
we ever had a dozen cases of Diphtheria, and cases of 
Typhoid could always be traced to something local on the 
premises." 

There has been no prevalent disease and but one fatal 
case, that of a man of 52 years who died with what were 
said to be Choleraic symptoms. There have been a few 
cases of Whooping Cough, but nothing more serious. The 
provisions of the law with regard to cases of contagious 
disease are not carried out, though I can remember not 
more than two or three cases which I think should have 
been reported. 

Stiles : Dr, H, F. Ohswaldt, Health Officer. Population 
250. No formal organization of a Board of Health has been 
effected this year, but I have exercised the duties of a health 
officer, and will provide for the organization of a board forth- 
with. There is one Artesian well from which a large part 
of the water supply is taken; the remainder is derived from 
common wells and springs, which are generally well secured 
against contamination. No hospital building. . No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. This place is almost wholly under 
control of a lumbering and manufacturing company, and is 
kept by the concern in excellent sanitary condition. All 
accumulations of filth of whatever kind are removed and 
destroyed at short intervals, and all barn-yard manures are 
carried to the company's farm four miles away. There are 
no pools of stagnant water and the wells are far removed 
from any contaminating infiuences. 

Since the opening of the M. & N. R. R. the diseases com- 
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ing under my observation have assumed a distinctly malarial 
type, which however is milder this year than heretofore. 
There has been no case of contagious disease that I have 
seen since the winter of 1881-2, when we had two cases of 
Small Pox, both imported, or rather one case of Small Pox 
and one of Varioloid. Both recovered. 

OUTAGAMIE COUNTY. 

Black Creek: Dr. W, H. Monroe, Health Officer, Popu- 
lation 300. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for drinking purposes obtained from wells. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and 
no systematic work done. By order of the Board of Health, 
I made an inspection of the premises about the G. B. W. and 
St. P. R. R. Station and found large pools of stagnant water 
which on notifying the company, were drained. On com- 
plaint in regard to privy vaults I have made inspection and 
corrected the condition of one which was liable to affect a 
neighboring well. 

There has been neither Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid 
Fever here this summer, and there is no contagious disease. 
As far as I know such cases are property reported. 

Centre: J, H, McGillan, Health Officer, Population 1,621. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells and 
springs. No hospital or other building where the sick can 
be cared for. No special sanitary ordinances have been 
adopted but the Board of Health is prepared to act promptly 
in any emergency. Two members of the board have acted 
as inspectors and report the town as being in a healthy con- 
dition. In regard to stagnant water we have swamp lands 
on which the water lies most of the year round. 

No form of disease has been prevalent here up to date. 
Contagious diseases are reported when they occur. 

Dale: Dr, J. D, Mclntyre, Health Officer. Board of Health 
organized. No public water supply; water obtained from 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted 
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and no work done. On consulting with the chairman and 
clerk we concluded that as the population was generally 
engaged in farming the sanitary condition is good. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and no contagious disease . I 
think that cases of the last mentioned are properly reported. 

Ellington. Dr. L. Tabor, Health Officer. Population 1,300. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply mostly from 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted 
or work done, beyond recommending cleanliness by the 
health officer. 

No prevalent disease, and no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, 
etc. There is no contagious disease existent at present. As 
far as I know cases of that character are reported. 

Freedom: J". Van Dyke, Health Officer. Population 1,750. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
used is from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary or- 
dinances adopted. No sanitary work of any kind done. 
No reason assigned for omission. 

The health of this town has never been better. No epi- 
demic or contagious disease whatever. It was reported that 
two children had Scarlet Fever, but it is supposed to have 
been a mistake. 

HoRTONiA: J. D. Steffen, Clerk. Population 1,368. Board 
of Health organizeli (but not reported to the State Board for 
the present year). No public water supply; water for drink- 
ing purposes obtained from wells and springs. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No systematic 
work has been done except what has been brought to the 
notice of the board as necessary from time to time. It hai* 
not seemed necessary to undertake a great deal as the town 
has been in good sanitary condition so far as we know. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever 
and no contagious disease is known at present. I do not 
know whether such forms of disease are reported or not. 

Liberty. P. Them, Health Officer. Population 477. Board 
•of Health organized. No public water supply; water ob- 
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tained from wells and springs. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. No systematic work done. 
"We are a farming community and there has been no sick- 
ness of any kind this season. A health officer has been ap- 
pointed to look after cases of contagious disease, but no 
such cases have occurred. When they do they are re- 
ported. 

Maine: R, Sweet, Health Officer. Population 400. Board 
of Health organized. No public water supply; water ob- 
tained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary or- 
dinances adopted. No systematic work done by direction 
of the board, though I have personally tried to have such 
unsanitary conditions as came under my notice corrected. 
I suppose that indifference, neglect, and the supposition 
that ttiere was no need of work were the reasons why noth- 
ing was done. Privy vaults on school premises are in bad 
condition and these I shall endeavor to have seen to. I sup- 
pose that there are nuisances on private premises, but I have 
not succeeded in having them looked after. 

There has been no prevalent disease of any kind here 
this summer and there is now no contagious sickness. The 
law regarding contagious diseases is not complied with. 

Osborne: J. Muttart, Clerk. Population 656. The Board 
of Health went through the form of organizing and ap- 
pointed a layman as health officer, but the latter never sig- 
nified his acceptance of the office, and there the matter 
rested. Water for drinking purposes is obtained from wells. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted and ^ 
no sanitary work has been done, partly on account of the 
expense attendant upon such undertakings, and partly be- 
cause the local authorities deem it unnecessary. It may be 
that there are some nuisances existing on private premises, 
but I know of none, our people as a rule keeping their 
places in good condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever, 
and there is now no contagious disease in this town. Cases 
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of contagious character are not reported as the law requires. 

Seymour (city): Dr. B. F. Strong, Health Officer, and 
F. R, Dittmer, Clerk. Population 824. Board of Health 
organized. JSTo public water supply; water obtained from 
wells. No hospital building. Ordinances have been 
adopted forbidding slaughtering within a distance of forty 
rods of any dwelling, and prohibiting the deposit of offal 
in any street or in the open air, and forbidding the burial of 
any corpse within the city limits. The city has been thor- 
oughly inspected as to both public and private premises, 
the board of health acting as inspectors. Drainage was or- 
dered, and the health officer has been authorized to exercise 
full powers in all cases where imnaediate action may be 
required. There are no dangerous nuisances existing on 
private premises. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or any like disease, and there 
is now no contagious disease in the city. Cases of conta- 
gious diseases are not reported as the law requires. 

Appleton: Dr. J. R. Reilly, Health Officer. Population 
10,000. Water supply is furnished by an artesian well; com- 
mon wells are in frequent use, and furnish a large part of 
the drinking water. A pest-house is now in course of con- 
struction under the direction of the Board of Health. No 
special code of sanitary ordinances has been adopted. The 
business parts of the city have been subjected to a fair de- 
gree of cleansing; yards, alleys, cess-pools, privy-vaults, 
etc., hasre been cleaned out by order of the board, and the 
opposition, sometimes vigorous, sometimes passive only, 
from the property owners or their agents, has been generally 
discontinued. Aside from the city physician one inspector 
only has been employed, and he but for three or four days. 

I do not think that any special form of disease has been 
specially notable in the city of late, or that there has been 
any contagious disease prevalent. Scarlet Fever to a very 
limited extent has been observed of late. I do not think 
that the provisions of the law respecting contagious dis- 
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\ and reports thereof by physicians are generally com- 
. -with. 

OZAUKEE CO. 

DARBURG: Dr. C, L. Wilke, Health Officer. Board of 
th organized. No public water supply; water for do- 
le purposes obtained from wells. No hospital building, 
initary ordinances adopted. An inspection has been 
3 under my care. Public buildings and places are in 
lent sanitary condition. No report made concerning 
.te premises. 

ere has been no prevalent disease of any kind, and 
J is no contagious disease here at present. Cases of 
igious disease are duly reported when they occur. 
EDONiA: Dr. A. F. Fuchs, Health Officer. Population, 
ding village, 2,050. Board of Health organized. No 
LC water supply; water for drinking is taken from wells, 
ospital building. No sanitary ordinances have been 
ted — i. e, none of general application. When cases of 
itheria. Varioloid, or other dangerous disease has ap- 
3d, special orders have been published to meet the par- 
ar case. This was done in May, 1884, on the appearance 
nail Pox, and in February, 1885, in case of malignant 
itheria. The orders given on those occasions were sub- 
bially the same and provided that when dangerous con- 
)us disease appeared in a household, its members should 
tin on the premises, and not mingle with others until 
disease should terminate, and that all other persons, 
pting nurses and necessary attendants, should refrain 

visiting such household and from entering the prem- 
3n which the disease existed. It was further ordered 

some member of such household should notify the 
i of the existence of the disease, and upon receipt of 

notification the board would take measures for sup - 
ig all necessaries during the continuance of the quar- 
le, for placarding the premises, and doing whatever 

14— H. 



210 Report of the 



Reports from Local Health Boards. 



else might be needful, and all persons were notified of the 
penalty for violation of the orders. No systematic work in 
a sanitary way has been done, but I have at all times dur- 
ing my incumbency attended to the suppression of nuisances 
and have kept a lookout for them. The place is so small 
that a systematic inspection does not seem needful; so far 
; as I know a severe epidemic has never visited it. Public 
buildings and places are all in good order except the school 
house, which is a miserable pen unfit for use in the winter* 
•on account of not being even tolerably weather-proof. 

There has been no prevalent disease, no Diarrhoea, Dy sen.— 

lery or Typhoid; in fact the place is morbidly healthy^ 

Contagious diseases are reported in this town. 

Grafton: J.Ahlers, Clerk. Population 1,649. Board 
Health organized. No public water supply; water is ol 
tained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary o 
dinances adopted. The records of the town don't show th 
any inspection has ever been made heretofore, and the boa: 
therefore think that none are necessary at present; they a-: 
not willing moreover, to incur the expense. The town a- 
village are on high dry ground, and streets and roads 
always free from any stagnant water. I suppose that tin 
maybe privies, etc., on private premises that need cleani]3. 
but in going around through the town and village I hsL^^^Q 
never observed any that were dangerous to health. 

There has been no prevalent sickness of any kind, and :a^^o 
contagious cases exist at present. Only one case of Diph- 
theria has been reported, but it was the only instance ^^^ 
contagious disease in this town. 

Port Washington (town) : L. C. Larsen, Health Offio^^- 
Population 1,174. Board of Health organized. No public 
water supply; water for drinking purposes is drawn (invari- 
ably by pumps) from wells ranging from ten to sixty fe^^ 
in depth. No hospital building; but there are several buil^" 
ings in the town that could be adopted for hospital purposes 
at short notice. A majority of the people have suchar- 
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rangements that the sick can be isolated from the well mem- 
bers of a household without difficulty. The board has ap- 
pointed a health officer, with full powers to issue such orders 
as he may see proper, and to visit and inspect all parts of 
the town as often as he may deem necessary. The follow- 
ing notice has been prepared, and before this report reaches 
you it will be posted in all parts of the town: 

" As Cholera, in its most virulent form, is devastating the 
southwestern part of Europe, and as constant intercourse 
between this country and Europe exposes us to the same 
affliction, you are hereby reminded to be continually care- 
ful to keep your dwellings and their surroundings, your cel- 
lars and your outhouses, as clean as possible, and free from 
all garbage and other deleterious substances. 

* ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^0 ^0 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^» ^» 

" Do not let the approach of cold weather deter you from 
the exercise of constant care and watchfulness, as epidemic 
diseases, even in cold weather, are sometimes very virulent 
and even more fatal than during the warmer parts of the 
year. If any contagious disease appears among you, no 
matter of what name, please report without delay to the 
health officer." 

A notice to the same effect was posted in May, 1885, in 
which especial attention to the care of privies, closets and 
wells was urged, and report of any form of contagious 
disease was particularly called for. The town has no vil- 
lage within its limits and no public buildings. A few years 
ago it was a general custom to build pig-pens near the road, 
into which all the manure and refuse was thrown. This 
vicious custom has been abolished, and our highways are 
clean in all parts of the town. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or Typhoid 
Fever, and no case of contagious disease this year up to 
date. Our physicians report such cases whenever they do 
occur. 
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Saukville: D. E. McGinley, Clerk. Population 1,179. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
obtained from wells. JSTo hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. No sanitary work done, no inspections 
made. Cause: Negligence on the part of the local board of 
health. Streets, thoroughfares and public places are not in 
good sanitary condition, and there are privy vaults, pig- 
pens, barn-yards, cess-pools, etc., on private premises that 
need attention and cleaning. 

We have had exceptionally good health in all respects this 
season. There has been no Diarrhoea, or similar trouble and 
no contagious disease is known. The law regarding con- 
tagious disease is not complied with; physicians seldom 
report in this vicinity. 

PEPIN COUNTY. 

DuRAND {village): W. Boyd, Jr., Clerk and Dr. M. A. 
Shaw. Population about 900. No Board of Health has ever 
been reported from this place. No public water supply; 
water is generally obtained from wells. No hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted and little if any 
special sanitary work has been done. There are several 
places in the streets where water remains until it evapor- 
ates; the school-house privies are in good sanitary condi- 
tion. [It is probable that there are many places on private 
premises that need attention. Last year the village organ- 
ized a sort of health board and appointed a health oflScer, 
who spent considerable time in looking after the sanitary 
condition of many private places and effected considerable 
change for the better. He was not reappointed nor was his 
successor named. In fact no board of health was organized 
for the present year. M. A. S.] 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever 
here, nor is there at present any contagious disease. The 
law relative to such diseases is not generally complied with 
in this locality. 
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(It would seem that there is a great degree of confusion in 
the village of Durand regarding the existence of a board of 
health and a health officer. Certainly, however, no board 
has ever been fully and properly organized under the law of 
1883, nor has the appointment of a health oflBcer ever been 
reported to the State Board of Health, as that law requires.) 

Frankfort: D. G. Boyd, Clerk. Population 650. No 
Board of Health organized in this town since 1883. No 
public water supply: water for drinking purposes is taken 
from wells, cisterns and springs; the water has never been 
examined as to its purity. No hospital building. No san- 
itary ordinances adopted. No systematic work done for the 
prevention of disease. I do not think that there is any stag- 
nant water around our public buildings; I know nothing 
about the condition of privy vaults. It is likely that there 
are some foul pig-pens and privy vaults on private premises, 
but I don't know that there are. After filth has accumulated 
for a number of years it is bound to be foul and such places 
cannot easily be cleaned out.* 

There has been no Diarrhoea or like disease. There is not 
now and has not been any contagious disease in the town, 
therefore there could be none reported. 

Lima: P. J. By an. Health Officer. Population 773. Board 
of Health organized. No public water supply; water supply 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted and no sanitary work of any kind done. None was 
thought necessary as we live six miles from any railway 
station or traveled highway. We have no streets or pub- 
lic buildings. 

There has been no sickness of any kind here of late. 

Pepin {town): H. B. Newcomb, Clerk. Population 1,581. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply: water 
for drinking purposes is drawn from wells. No hospital 

^ — ■ : . 

[* Filth should never be permitted to accumulate for years. Prevention 
in such cases is far easier than cure.] 
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building: no sanitary ordinances adopted. There has been 
an inspector appointed, a physician who has served for about 
two years. All public streets, alleys, and public buildings 
are free from filth, foul vaults and stagnant water. 

No special form of disease has been prevalent and none of 
those named have been observed. There is at present no 
contagious disease. The provisions of the law referred to 
are observed in this vicinity. 

Pepin (village) : Dr. M. B. Axtell, Health Officer. Population 
401. Board of Health has been organized. No public water 
supply: water is taken altogether from wells. No hospital 
building. No special sanitary ordinances have been adopted ; 
and no systematic work has been done. The health officer 
and the board keep a careful lookout upon the village and 
our streets, alleys and public buildings are all in good san- 
itary condition. The excellent condition of the general 
health, absence of all stagnent pools on unsanitary conditions 
seems to make more special work needless. There are wells 
and privies that are to near, and pig-pens that are offensive,, 
but not to such an extent that health is endangered. 

With the exception of slight cases occasioned by errors in 
diet we have had entire exemption from Diarrhoeal or Dys- 
enteric troubles as from any contagious form of disease. 
The law regarding such cases is well observed here. 

Stockholm: P. Sandquist, Health Officer. Population 
821. Board of Health organized. Drinking water obtained 
from wells and cisterns. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. One inspector was engaged, who 
served six days. Streets, thoroughfares and public places 
generally are in good condition. There are ^ome stagnant 
pools on the grounds of the C. B. N. Railroad Co., which 
will probably be soon removed. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, or similar disease, and there 
is no case of contagious character. 

Waterville: W.Steele, Health Officer. Population 1,265. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
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obtained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. No sanitary work of any kind done and as 
the town has been free from any contagious disease none has 
seemed necessary. Public premises are free from any accu- 
mulations of filth, foul privy vaults or stagnant water. 

No form of disease has prevailed in the town during the 
present summer although there appears to be some sickness 
concerning the character of which the physicians are un- 
certain. There is no contagious disease and hence .none 
could be reported. 

Waubeek: W. L. Bradsliaw, Health Officer. Population 
161. Board of Health organized, (but not reported to State 
Board since 1883). No public water supply; water for 
drinking purposes obtained from wells. No hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work 
done. There has been no inspection of the place, which is 
probably due to the fact that the health of the inhabitants 
is and always has been so remarkably good that it* was 
considered unnecessary. There probably are unsanitary 
conditions existing on private premises but as no inspection 
has been had I cannot say anything positive about them. 

PIERCE COUNTY. 

Diamond Bluff: L, C. Burke, Clerk, Population 538. No 
Board of Health has ever been organized in this place. No 
public water supply; water is obtained wholly from wells. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work of any 
kind done; I cannot say why. Practically nothing known 
concerning existing conditions, public or private. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and no contagious disease.^ 
No physician in the town. 

IsABELLE. W. H. Ridgman, Health Officer. Board of Health 
organized. Water supply mostly from cisterns. No hospi- 
tal building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No syste- 
matic sanitary work done, as we have no call for any. We 
have been free from any contagious disease for many years 
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past; and when a case has occurred among us, we have i 
lated it, appointed some competent person to take care 
it, and used our best judgment generally. Little, if an 
thing, known of private sanitary conditions. 

Malarial disease is very generally prevalent here, b 
there is no other form of sickness, and no cases requirin 
report. 

Maiden Rock: Dr. L, R. Burlingamey Health Officer. Po 
ulation about 250. Board of Health organized . Water su 
ply derived from wells. No hospital building. No sanitar; 
ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done as we sa 
little chance of improving our conditions. Streets, publi 
places and thoroughfares are in good shape, and as respec 
private premises, there are but one or two matters which 
regard as dangerous, and those I have ordered to be c 
rected. 

There has been one case of Typhoid Fever here this seas 






^n 



of 



which I have just discharged. Of Diarrhoea, Dysentfe 
and bowel troubles there has been none whatever, nor 
there any case of contagious disease. As far as I kno 
the provisions of the law relating to such diseases are 
served. 

Martell: Dr. J. A. Clough, Health Officer. Board. 
Health organized. Drinking water is supplied from wells 
generally. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinanoes 
adopted. There has been nothing done in the way of sa^xi- 
itary work; the town is a good farming section, and ttte 
people are mostly foreigners whom it is hard to do anything* 
with until it is too late. The leading citizens have set a good 
example of cleanliness generally, and I shall continue trj^- 
ing to get others interested in the matter. 

There have been several cases of Dysentery and Diarrhoea 
within the last few weeks, but no contagious- disease of any 
kind that I know of. I think that the law regarding conta- 
gious disease is not generally complied with. 
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Oak Grove: A. Jonas, Health Officer. Population 965. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
obtained from wells and cisterns. No hospital building. 
N'o sanitary ordinances adopted. We have examined such 
Duildings both public and private, as in our judgment re- 
juired it, and where necessary have caused them to be 
ihoroughly cleansed. Two inspectors have been engaged 
n this work. Public places and thoroughfares are in good 
3ondition, and there are no nuisances known to exist on 
private premises. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or Dysentery or Typhoid 
Fever, and there is no case of contagious disease; such 
cases are reported when they occur. 

PreScott: Dr. A. Young, Health Officer. Population, 
1,000. Board of Health organized. Water supply from 
various sources, e. g. from cisterns, from Lake St. Croix, the 
Mississippi River and a few wells. The city has a pest- 
house in good condition, which has never had an inmate. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done, 
probably because none ever has been done and there is no 
apparent need of it. When we have had an epidemic of 
anv kind there has seemed to be no connection between it 
and any unsanitary conditions of the town, and we have 
therefore grown careless as regards our sanitary or unsani- 
tary environments. Twice since my residence here Cholera 
has been brought here from steamers which landed passen- 
gers sick, but never has it attacked a resident of the place 
though no attempt was made to quarantine. 

Never has there been less of Diarrhoea than during the 
past summer, and there is no case of contagious disease. I 
do not think that all cases of contagious disease are re- 
ported, though opportunities are very infrequent. 

Rock Elm: D. W. - Butcher, Clerk. Population 1,005. 
There has been no board of health organized in this town. 
Although the matter has repeatedly been brought before the 
town board, (in the spring of 1884 and again in 1885), the 
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board persists in ignoring the requirements of the law, and 
refuses to organize a board of health. Water supply almost 
without exception is procured from wells or springs. No 
hospital building; we have few strangers or transient men 
in our town, there being no public works or factories to bring 
them here. No sanitary regulations of any kind adopted. 
No sanitary work done or investigation made, for the reason 
above stated. I do not think that there is any very marked 
unsanitary condition or anything here that is a special 
menace to health. 

There has been no more Diarrhoea or bowel trouble th 
usual, and there is no case of contagious disease. Such case 
are not reported for the reason that there is no authority W 
receive such reports. 

Spring Lake: S. Brown, Health Officer. Board of Heal 

organized, (but no report made to the State Board for th 

year). Water for drinking purposes is obtained from we 
and springs. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinance? 
adopted and nothing done since the organization of 
board. There has been no epidemic disease and therefo 
the board has seen no occasion for work. There is no 
in the town and hence only the ordinary country roads; 
school-houses, our only public buildings, are in reasonabi j 
good sanitary condition. Some private premises are n ot 
neatly or very cleanly kept, but the fact does not appear "fco 
aflfect the health of the residents or their neighbors. 

Trenton: S. A. Porter, Health Officer. Population 8S^. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; wat^r 
for drinking purposes is taken from cisterns, wells, sprin^gs 
and running streams. No hospital building. No sanita^ry 
ordinances adopted. There has been no systematic wort 
done in the way of public sanitation, but the board has urg^d 
the residents to look after their dwellings and to destroy 
anything that could aid in generating disease, or at any rate 
so to dispose of such matters as to render them harmless. 
As our town does not contain any village the board did not 
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doem a house to house inspection necessary. Tnere maybe 
ixxxisances existing on private premises but I know of noth- 
in.^ of the kind. 

Tliere has been no prevalent disease other than a few 
e^ses of Scarlet Fever and Whooping Cough, but these ape 
over. So far as I can learn the requirements of the 
relating to contagious disease are complied with here. 
.TVER Falls: Dr. E. Ballard, Health Officer. Population 
l^T'OO. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
"vv^-fcer derived from wells. No hospital building, but one 
cc>x:i.ld be had if needful. Sanitary ordinances have been 
pted and copies are sent herewith (but through some 
or mischance the ordinances did not reach the State 
■^<^<Et,rd). The only distinctively sanitary work done con- 
^^^'t ^d of an honest effort on the part of the health oflBcer with 
^"^^ help of the city marshal to enforce the ordinances. The 
®^^»^^itary condition of streets, thoroughfares, and of the place 
^^^■^erally is good. 

.n epidemic form of Dysentery has prevailed here for 
le weeks past, but in other respects the location has been 
^^*^iversally healthy. The law regarding contagious disease 
■^-^ generally well observed in this neighborhood. 

Salem: J. H. Brasington, Health Officer. Population 500. 

^oard of Health organized. Water supply partly from 

^ush River and partly from Artesian wells. No hospital 

building. No sanitary ordinances have been adopted, and 

Ho sanitary work done. These matters were left to the 

judgment of the health officer, and as the town seemed very 

healthy nothing seemed to be required. Nothing known of 

sanitary conditions generally. 

Probably contagious cases would be reported if any oc- 
curred. 

POLK COUNTY. 

Apple River: H. P. Anderson, Clerk. Population 530. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; the 
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chief part of our drinking water is obtained from we] 
though there are many who use the water from small lal 
and ponds. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinant 
adopted. The health oflBcer has been directed to make 
spection of all places and report thereon, and until his 
port has been received I cannot say what the saniti 
conditions may be. I believe however that all public pla« 
and buildings are in good order an(J that there is noth: 
very bad elsewhere. ' The health officer will require the 
moval of all filth and other matters that he may consider 
dangerous to health. ^ 

During the last winter there were four cases of TyplB-<z>id 
Fever in one family, one ending fatfe,lly, but since then ^3»-.:«id 
during the summer there has been no sickness of that ki_ 3::ad. 
We have recently had some cases of Diphtheria, two pi:T<3>v- 
ing fatal. These were not reported to our board until af ^fcer 
one death had occurred. 

(There was no physician in attendance at the tim< 
these deaths. Report was made to the State Board 
Health of the facts as known to the physician who 
finally called in and later to the local boards of the exists: 
of which the doctor had no knowledge.) 

Clam Falls: J, Ahnguist, Health Officer. There are al><^=^^* 
forty-five families in this town, but the exact populatioX^^ ^^ 
not known. Board of Health organized. No public w^t--^®^ 
supply; the drinking water is generally taken from sprii:=»- -S^. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. -^^ 
sanitary work done. School house premises are in g-<::i:^od 
condition. No report further respecting sanitary conditi^^^ ^^* 

Whooping Cough has been and is prevalent, but th&JC^^ ^^ 
no other form of disease. There are no doctors in att^^^^^"" 
ance. 

C YLON : Dr. E. W, Brown, Health Officer. Population & ^^• 
Board of Health organized. Water supply generally fr^^^ 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinan^^-S^ 
adopted. The board has made inspection of all streets, ^- 
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^s, pig pens, privy vaults and the like, and has caused all 
^^K places to be cleaned; four persons have been engaged 
^ t.lais work. I do not think that there are at present any 
^^isances that may be accounted dangerous to health, 
diarrhoea. Dysentery, and similar troubles have been more 
«valent than usual in this locality during the past sum- 
er, I know of no contagious diseases existing here at pres- 
-^t. Such cases are reported when they occur. 

Farmington: p. J. Barry, Clerk. Population 1,039. Board 
^:f Health organized. No public water supply; water ob- 
^lined from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. No sanitary work done. No reason 
%,ssigned for omission. Public places and thoroughfares are 
:iot in good sanitary condition, and there are cases on private 
premises which need attention. 

There have been a very few cases of Diarrhoea, but noth- 
ing at all serious; there is no form of contagious disease here 
at present. Such cases are reported when they occur by the 
only physician who practises here. ^ 

Laketown: N. Fornell, Health Officer. Population 570. 
IBoard of Health organized. No public water supply; our 
drinking water comes from wells, springs, small lakes and 
running streams. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted, as our town is very thinly settled and is. 
fifteen miles from any railroad station. We have made an 
inspection of every house in the town, have given such advice 
as seemed needful. One inspector was engaged eight days 
in this work. All our thoroughfares and public places are 
in very good condition and so for the most part are private 
premises. There are a few places where the water supply 
does not seem as good as it might be, but we know of no 
injury to health resulting from this source. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or other similar 
trouble here and no contagious disease of any kind. 

Lincoln: H. F. Potter, Health Officer, Population 700. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply is taken wholly 
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from wells: No hospital building. No special sanitary ordi 
nances have been published, but the health officer has bee 
authorized to look after all matters of sanitation and 
vested with full power to act in regard to all cases of co 

• 

tagious disease. A general inspection of all public buildin 
and premises has been made, one inspector being engag 
for six days in making it. All such places are in good ord^ 
and it is not known that there are any nuisances existing 
private premises. 

There has been no prevalence of Diarrhoea, etc., to a. 
marked extent, and there is no contagious disease whate^^ 
neither have there been any cases requiring report. 

Luck: J. J. Peterson, Health Officer. Population 4: 
Board of Health organized. No public water-supply . DriiL 
ing water obtained from wells and springs. No hospital 
other building where a case of contagious disease can fc^e 
cared for. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no specL -^al 
work donei but I have constantly urged the need of cleanlB-i- 
ness in and around dwellings, the removal of all decaying- -? 
vegetables' from cellars, of having out-houses carefuHj 
looked after, and similar work done. Our town is small ai3.<J 
thinly settled and, as no disease has ever been prevalexit 
here, we have not deemed it necessary to incur the expense 
of making a special sanitary survey, though we are qui^6 
willing to do all in our power to prevent disease and wnuM 
take all precautions whenever precautions are needed. I 
made special inquiries and observations in connection with 
the census and think that the sanitary conditions generally 
are quite good, though I cannot say that there are none 
anywhere that are otherwise. 

We have happily been free from all forms of disease dur- 
ing the summer and still are. The requirements of the law 
regarding contagious disease are promptly observed in this 
town when occasion requires it, which is very seldom. 

Georgetown: C. Charleston, Health Officer. This place 
numbers some thirty-five families scattered here and there 
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around in the woods, and far away from any city. A Board 

«f Health has been organized, and has taken steps to have 

«ellars, outhouses, etc., kept clean and to protect the health 

of the residents as far as may be practicable. We have 

only two school-houses in the way of public buildings, and 

these are in fair condition. We are twelve miles from Per- 

ley, and twenty-eight from St. Croix Falls. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or any other form 
of disease prevalent here this summer; Whooping Cough is 
the only contagious disorder that we have seen. 

St. Croix Falls. J. B. Towers, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion about 650. Board of Health organized. Water supply 
mainly from wells; depth from fifteen to thirty feet. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. This 
town is sparsely settled, and the population is chiefly 
thrifty farmers. The board is on the alert, watching for 
any and all uncleanness. Alleys, privies and the like have 
been carefully inspected, and all necessary precautions 
taken. Our school buildings and the grounds around it have 
been thoroughly policed, and there are on private premises 
no nuisances that can endanger health. 

The locality has been exceptionally free from Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery or any like trouble, and there is no contagious 
disease to report, although proper returns are made when- 
ever such diseases appear. 

Sterling: (?. Booth, Health Officer. Population 713. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells and 
springs. No hospital building. Sanitary ordinances have 
been adopted: 1st. Requiring the report of any case of con- 
tagious disease by the head of the household in which such 
case may appear, within twenty-four hours after the time 
when the character of the disease shall become known. 
2nd. Requiring the health officer immediately on receipt of 
such report to take all necessary steps for the safety of the 
public and the control of the disease. 3rd. Making it the 
duty of any person, resident in the town, who shall know 
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of any dead unburied carcass within the town limits^ to no- 
tify the health board or health officer thereof, and making 
it the duty of said board forthwith to cause such carcass to 
be buried or otherwise inoffensively disposed of. 

The whole of the local board, practically, act as inspect- 
ors, and when any filthy conditions are observed they are at 
once ordered to be corrected; there have been several in- 
stances of this kind, but as our people are generally cleanly 
the cases have not been very many. Under such conditions 
no special formal inspection has seemed necessary. Our 
school houses are In very good condition, the groimds and 
vaults being very clean, and the same is true of private 
premises. 

The place has been remarkably healthy this summer, and 
there has not been as much Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., as 
usual. Whooping Cough is the only form of contagious dis- 
ease we have, and that is limited to one school-district, the 
school in which is closed. The requirements of the law are 
met whenever any contagious diseases do appear among us. 

West Sweden: F. 0. Jansson, Clerk. Population 258. 
B oard of Health organized (but not reported to the State 
Board this year). No public water supply; drinking water 
obtained mostly from running streams, and natural springs;^ 
a few families have wells. No hospital building and non< 
necessary hitherto. No special sanitary ordinances adopted^ 
each family being a law to itself in that respect, and w< 
have not seen that any systematic work by the board has 
been needful. In a small community like ours, each mem- 
ber of the board is as well acquainted with the residences 
and sanitary conditions and surroundings of the people gen 
orally as with his own; thus far nothing has seemed lackinj 
that would conduce to the improvement of health. Oui 
school buildings and grounds are all in good order. 

There has been no instance of Diarrhoea, Dysentery o: 
Typhoid, and no contagious disease of any kind. Contag- 
ious diseases are reported when they occur. » 
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PORTAGE CO. 

-Belmont: L. Taylor, Clerk. Population 616. Board 
ealth organized. Water supply from wells. No hospit 
uiilding. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanita] 
<3rk done. Our population is generally American and i 
Uligent. We have very little sickness of any kind ai 
Udom call in a physician. Contagious disease never pr 
ils to any extent, and for these reasons it has not seem< 
cessary to employ sanitary measures other than tho; 
-at the people adopted for themselves. 
IThere has been not a case of Diatrhoeal or Dysentei 
j)e in the town. Of contagious disease there is son 
hooping Cough, but of dangerous contagious disease -^ 
ve none. 
Larson: O. Oster, Chairman. Population 800. Board 
alth organized. No public water supply. No hospit 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanita: 
done. No reason assigned for omission. There a 
isances on private premises which endanger health. 
"There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid, ai 
^re is at present no contagious disease. Such diseases a 
i)orted when they do occur. 

31au Pleine: E. McHughs, Clerk. Population 674. Boa 

Health organized. No public water supply; water f 

inking purposes obtained from wells. No hospital buil 

^. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary wo 

ne, and none thought necessary in view of the wide 

mattered population. ^^ 

Ifo Diarrhoea or kindred trouble. No contagious diseai 

diseases not reported. 
Hull: L. Killi^zeweski, Clerk. Population 1,381. Boa 
Health organized. No public water supply; water f 
^^Hinking purposes taken from wells. No hospital buildir 
o sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work do 
rther than to advise general cleanliness. Probably the 
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are some nuisances on private premises that endan ^sc ^r 
health. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or similar disease, and th^^^ tb 
is no contagious disease. Such diseases are reported. 

Lanark: J. Quinn, Clerk. Population 745. There i^^ a 
Board of Health organized, but with the exception of ^fcle 
clerk no member is at all interested in its duties. (No 3re- 
port of organization has been made this year.) No puTt>]ic 
water supply; water obtained from wells. No hos{^i-t;al 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No saniti^2t.ry 
work done, though there is abundant room for it. All cz^^v^-er 
the town there are foul privy-vaults, pig- pens, barns, stat^les, 
and other matters which endanger the water supply ^3^nd 
threaten health. 

Pneumonia has been very prevalent and has carried oifiE a 
great many. Whooping Cough is prevalent now, bx:i>l; I 
think that the type is mild. I think that when a physics ian 
is in attendance on a contagious case that report is mad ^. 

Pine Grove: H. Casler, Clerk. Population 394. No Bo ^rd 
of Health organized since 1883. Water supply from w^Jis. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No 
sanitary work done. This is but a small town as the popu- 
lation shows. We have no village, no public buildings, otlier 
than school houses, which, so far as I know, are in good con- 
dition; we have not even a hotel. 

No contagious disease except Whooping Cough, and none 
of any other form. § ^i 

price CO. § ^'. 

FiFiELD: Dr. H. Miller y Health Officer. Population, village f ^^^ 
385; town 894. Board of Health organized. No public 
water supply; water for domestic use comes from wells, and 
to some extent from Flambeau River. No hospital building. 
No special sanitary ordinances adopted, but notice published 
in the local newspaper requiring a general removal of all 
filth and refuse, accompanied by extract from Revised Stat- 
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tes showing authority. A house to house inspection was 
lade in July by the health oflBcer, and all persons having 
leir premises in unsatisfactory sanitary condition were 
otified to reform them, and these directions were in most 
stses carried out. Considerable work has been done this 
3asoii to put school buildings and grounds in good sanitary 
Dndition, together with roads, thoroughfares and similar 
laces, with very fair success. On private premises there 
re a number of objectionable privies, and a few pig pens 
lat might be placed in better condition with advantage to 
oth public and private health. 
'We have had no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or Typhoid, and 
o contagious disease. Cases of the latter are reported when 
hey occur. 

RACINE CO. 

Burlington: Dr. M. T, Darling, Health Officer, Popula- 
ion, village 1,658: township, 2,700. Board of Health organ- 
zed. No public water supply; water for drinking obtained 
rem wells. No hospital building. No specially sanitary 
ordinances adopted. The health board intends to keep a 
general supervision, but has not thought a systematic exam- 
nation of all premises needful. It has promptly attended 
o all cases brought to its notice, and there has been but a 
dngle case that required more than a notice from the board. 

The town has been remarkably healthy this year, with 
irery little Dysentery or other form of bowel trouble. Ex- 
cepting a little Whooping Cough there has been no conta- 
gious disease and therefore no report. I think the law is 
generally understood, and that physicians intend to observe 
it, but there has been little or no occasion for its observance 
>f late. 

Caledonia: C, Erbe, Health Officer. Population 2,800. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No 
sanitary work done because the board thought it unneces- 
sary, the town being generally in a very healthy condition. 
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Diarrhoea has been more prevalent than usual during tl 
present summer, but there has been no form of contagiouiu 
disease. The law regarding such diseases is not complies 
with. 

Dover: J. H. Smith. (OflBcial position not given.) Popr^ 
lation 987. No Boerd of Health organized. No public watcj 
Bupply; water for drinking purposes obtained from weL# 
iNo hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, 
no disease having visited our town, sanitary work has b< 
neglected. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery or similar disease. No contagi^^^ 
disease existent. I think that the requirements of the 7awr 
are fulfilled. 

Norway: T. F. Quinn, Clerk. Population 990. No Board 
of Health organized this year. No public water supply; 
water for domestic purposes obtained from wells. No hos- 
pital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sys- 
tematic work for the prevention of disease has been done, 
for the following reasons. This is a farming community in 
which the residents are well known to each other, and the 
authorities thus have a very good knowledge of the 
sanitary conditions of the town at large, and of private 
premises generally. There' are no public buildings other 
than school houses, and these are all in good condition. As 
regards private premises we consider the conditions good. 

There has been no form of disease whatever, prevalent 
during the summer, and there is none prevalent now. I be- 
lieve that the law is obeyed. 

Racine: Dr. J. G. Meachem, Chairman. Population 19,640. 
Board of Health organized. Three-fourths of the people 
use water from ordinary wells, from fifteen to twenty feet 
deep — surface water, often contaminated; the rest use 
water from Artesian wells. We have no hospital building 
but can secure one if necessary. Sanitary code adopted 
and copy will be sent. (Not received at time of writing.) 
No systematic work has been done for want of money, but 
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much work of promiscous kind has been performed (gratu- 
itously) by the health oflBcer and the members of the board, 
the result being that the city has never been cleaner than 
now. Much has been done to create a public opinion favor- 
able to the work, and the sanitary conditions generally are 
fairly good. There are always vaults which need cleaning, 
which endanger the water supply in common wells, and this 
cannot be avoided without regular, systematic inspection — 
for which the board has not money* The principle of let- 
ting things alone is acted on too much, but in spite of this, 
by the personal efforts of the Board of Health, and with a- 
money expenditure so small as to amountto practically noth- 
ing, a sanitary condition now exists that will compare f avora 
bly with that of larger cities, where the health officers are 
under salaries and expected to work for their value. In the 
matter of enforcing the report of contagious disease I have 
been obliged- to use some strong language to bring even 
physicians to a proper appreciation of the value of such re- 
ports. To accomplish all that is desirable, however, officers 
should be well paid, and so enabled to devote sufficient time 
to the duties required of them. Everything cannot be 
expected when people are not willing to pay for the work 
needful for their own protection. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., or not 
enough to say that they are prevalent in any sense. Some 
Scarlet Fever is among us now. Contagious diseases are 
reported when they occur. 

Rochester: A, E, Schauh, Clerk. Population 721. No 
Board of Health has ever been organized in this town. No 
public water supply; water obtained from wells. No sani- 
tary ordinances adopted. No hospital building. I have 
regularly laid the matter of organizing a board of health 
before the town board, and have called attention to the law 
and to your circulars upon the subject, but the board has 
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persistently ignored the whole matter. The town is healthy 
and sparsely populated. 

We have not known of a case of Diarrhoea or Dysentery 
this year, nor is there now any contagious disease here. 
The law is not very well observed, but there is seldom any 
call for observing its requirements. 

Mount Pleasant: J, H. Crane, Clerk, Population 2,540. 
No Board of Health has ever been organized in this town. 
No public system of water supply. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary work done. 
There has never been any prevalent disease in the town to <:^cto 
call the attention of the board, and there has really seemed-C> «d 
nothing for the board to do in the way of sanitary work. HT I 
have no means of knowing anything about the existing^^ .c^g 
sanitary conditions on private premises. To the best of tny^^miiy 
knowledge public places, thoroughfares and buildings ar^-r^rre 
in good condition. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid, an^ -Mind 
no contagious disease so far as known. The law regarding -«=ig 
contagious disease and reports thereof is not generally JlJy 
observed in this locality. 

RICHLAND COUNTY. 

Akan: a. M. Turgasen, Clerk, Population 975. Boa 
of Health organized (but no report made to State Boa 
since 1883). Water supply from springs and wells. No h 
pital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and 
sanitary work done. " We do not think it necessary as 
unhealthy place exists to our knowledge." 

No special form of disease has been or is prevalent he 
Whooping Cough exists in one family. The law respecti 
contagious disease is not generally observed here. 

Dayton: Dr. E. 8, Garner, Health Officer. Populati 
1,151. Board of Health organized. Water for drinki 
purposes obtained from springs. No hospital building. 
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special sanitary ordinances liave been adopted. There has 
been no systematic inspection of private premises, but the 
attention of the residents has been called to the importance 
of thorough cleanliness on the part of every householder, 
and the local press has been utilized in thib way. The 
board of health under whose direction the health offi- 
cer acts, has given no directions for any inspection. Alleys, 
privy vaults, etc., are not in as good condition as they should 
be, but there is nothing that can endanger either the water 
supply or public health. 

Dysentery has been more prevalent and of severer form 
than usual. I have had two cases of Scarlet Fever under 
my care, but by proper precautions the disease was limited 
to the two cases. I think that the provisions of the law re- 
ferred to are generally observed. 

Bloom: Dr. 0. Houts, Health Officer. Population 1,462. 

Board of Health organized. No public water supply. Wells 

about sixteen feet deep furnish most of the water, but the 

quality is not good and many wells have been condemned 

by the local board of health. Our arrangements are such 

that we can very quickly erect a hospital building should 

the need for one arise. No general sanitary ordinances have 

been adopted but special orders have been issued from time 

to time, requiring the removal of filth, the cleansing of barns, 

pig pens, stables, privies,/and other similar places, for the 

burial of dead animals, etc., and such orders have always 

been complied with. I have examined nearly every house 

in the town and given directions to clean up whenever I 

found it necessary. Thus there are no existing nuisances 

to threaten health or private premises, while streets, alleys 

and thoroughfares generally are in good condition. The 

"worst thing we have now to contend with is the running at 

large of animals, which we are trying to stop. 

Diarrhoea, Dysentery and like diseases have been pretty 
prevalent here of late, as also has Scarlatina; at present 
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there are no cases. The law is generally complied with as 
regards contagious disease. 

Orion: Dr, J, M. Truax, Health Officer. Population 872. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
obtained from wells. No hospital building. General orders 
have been made for cleaning all cellars, privy vaults, pig 
pens, etc., and for the general removal of all filtl^, and the 
health officer has made it his business to see that thes^ 
orders were obeyed. One person only has acted as inspec — 
tor; he was appointed last spring. Streets and thorough- 
fares and public places generally are in very good conditio 
and so are private premises. 

Diarrhoeal troubles have been much more prevalent tha 
usual and a mild type of Whooping Cough is now just dis 
appearing after a pretty extensive run. The law respectin 
contagious disease is well observed. 

Sylvan: Dr. L. Bean, Health Officer. Board of Healt 
organized. Water supply from springs, wells, etc. No ho 
pital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No san^ 
tary work done, no reason assigned and no further repo 
made respecting existing conditions. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery have been quite prevalent d 
ing the summer, but there is no contagious disease at 
ent. The law regarding contagious disease is not general- 
observed. 

Westford: J. M. Jax, Clerk. Population 1,276. Boa-.:K=-d 
of Health organized. Water supply from wells a:K==»-d 
springs. No hospital building. No sanitary or <3L.i" 
nances adopted, and no sanitary work done except ^n 
connection with certain cases of Fever where fcH^e 
residents were secluded until the physicians pronounceci it 
safe for them to be abroad. There has been no contagi<:>"«Js 
disease here for several years. [Why then, the order j"UX-fit 

referred to?] 

No cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., so far this seaso^* 
and no contagious cases. 
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Willow: S, H. Doolittle, Clerk. Population 1,000. No 
Board of Health organized this year. A physician has 
been appointed, (but his name and address have not been 
reported to the State Board). Water supply comes from 
springs very largely, with which the town is well furnished. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No 
systematic work done because none was thought necessary. 
Our school houses are in first rate condition. 

The town is generally remarkably healthy, and no form 
of disease prevails. The requirements of the law aro 
usually met. 

ROCK CO. 

Beloit (city): Dr. S. Bell, Health Officer. Population 
5,500. Board of Health organized. Water at present ob- 
tained from wells; a system of public supply is now in course 
of construction. No hospital building, but one can be se- 
cured when necessary. Sanitary ordinances have been 
adopted, providing for the report of contagious diseases, and 
the isolation of cases thereof; making it the duty of the 
city marshal to examine all nuisances or accumulations of 
filth and to order their removal; giving power to city officials 
to examine any premises and order the cleansing thereof as 
often as may be necessary, and providing penalties for ob- 
structing or resisting the health oflBcer or his assistants in 
discharges of duty; forbidding the deposit of any carcass, 
filth, carrion, etc., anywhere in the city, either on streets or 
private premises; regulating slaughter-houses, and provid- 
ing penalties for violation of ordinances. 

A systematic inspection of the city has been made, includ- 
ing wells, vaults, outbuildings, alleys, etc., etc., the members 
of the board of health, the health oflBcer and marshal acting 
as inspectors. All streets, alleys, public buildings and 
grounds have been cleaned, vaults purified, and other simi- 
lar work done. The upturning of the soil for water mains 
has caused considerable uneasiness, but thus far no bad 
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results have been observed, and the city has been unusually 
free from disease. 

The law regarding contagious diseases is generally ob- 
served in this neighborhood. 

Clinton: Dr. G. Covert, Health Officer. Population 2,300. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The 
work has been left very largely to the discretion of the 
health officer; many nuisances have been abated and the 
place generally is in good sanitary condition, as respects 
both public and private premises. 

Scarlatina in mild form has been prevalent, and we still 
have an occasional case. Physicians generally I think here- 
abouts, pay little attention to the law referred to. 

Edgerton, {city) : Dr. S. L. Lord, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 1,600. Water taken from wells. No hospital building. 
No systematic inspection has been made, and drainage and 
policing have been the chief sanitary work done; none other 
was considered necessary. Streets and thoroughfares are in 
good order, but there are a few bad conditions, now being 
looked after, on private premises. There has been no prev- 
alent disease here, no Diarrahcea, Dysentery, or Typhoid, 
and no contagious disease in the city. Contagious cases are 
rei>orted. 

Evansville, (village): Dr. W. L. Qnivey, Health Officer. 
Pojjulation 1,666. Water is obtained from wells, ranging 
from eight to forty feet in depth. The question of water 
works is now under discussion, and in all probability we 
shall have them in the course of another year. No hospital 
building, but hospital tents are available, which I consider 
far better than any permanent structure for contagious 
diseases. No sanitary ordinances adopted, but the people 
needed no compulsion to induce them to clean their premises 
thoroughly. 1 have acted as inspector and have personally 
investigated every complaint; have had the help of the 
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board and of citizens. The school building has been cleansed 
from cellar to garret, the privy vaults disinfected and the 
grounds put in excellent condition. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., 
and none of contagious disease. 

Milton: Dr. J. E. Coakley, Health Officer, Population 
3,000. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water for drinking purposes obtained from wells and cisterns. 
Some special ordinances have been published forbidding the 
deposit of garbage, carrion or other filth in any street or pub- 
lic place, or the maintenance of any privy vault, cesspool, 
sewer or outbuilding of any kind in such condition as to be a 
nuisance or so as to endanger the public health, and forbid- 
ding the appearance in public of any person aflfected by con- 
tagious disease. Attention was called in connection with 
these prohibitions to the general laws regulating the report 
of contagious cases by physicians, the location of slaughter 
houses, the sale of adulterated or deleterious foods, medicines, 
etc., and the penalties for violating any ordinance of the board 
of health. Public buildings every where' have been inspected 
but private premises have not. Only the health oflBcer acted 
as inspector. The two villages are generally in good con- 
dition. 

There has been no prevalent form of disease — no Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery, etc., and there is now no contagious case here. 
Such cases are properly reported when they occur. 

Spring Valley: Dr, J. S. Johnson, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 1,388. No public water supply. No hospital building. 
No general sanitary ordinances have been adopted, but 
special orders have been issued from time to time as occa- 
sion required, for the cleansing and disinfection of cellars, 
privy vaults and the like. No systematic purvey has been 
made because the community is small and the sanitary con- 
ditions are generally good. There are on private premises 
some conditions existing such as those mentioned in your 
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circular, but steps have already been taken for their correc- 
tion in some cases and will be taken in all others. 

STo special form of disease has been prevalent except 
Whooping Cough which has been epidemic here for some 
time past, but is now nearly extinct. With but few excep- 
tions the law respecting contagious cases is complied with 
here. 

ST. CROIX COUNTY. 

Baldwin {village) : H. Anderson. Clerk; Dr. S. E. Fams- 
worthy Health Officer. Population 586. Board of Health or- 
ganized. The water supply comes from three deep wells of 
about a hundred feet, which have been dug within a year 
and a half, and yield a water apparently unexceptionable, 
although no examination of its character has ever been 
made. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The only sanitary work done has been done by 
order of the health officer, who alone has made any inspec- 
tion. Streets and thoroughfares generally are in good con- 
dition, as also are public buildings and private premises. 

There has been no prevalent disease of any kind. There 
has been less sickness in this locality during the past sum- 
mer than for any season in the last nine years. No con- 
tagious disease of any kind. The law is complied with as 
regards such diseases. 

Cylon: Dr. P. Hellesen. I am not Health Officer, and I 
report chiefly for the village of Deer Park. Board of Health 
has been organized. No public water supply, though there 
is a well in the village from which several families take their 
water. To my knowledge this well has never been cleaned, 
though T have called the attention of the chairman of the 
board to it. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted, and no sanitary work done. Streets and thorough- 
fares are in good condition, as are private premises very 
generally. 

^Viftre has been no specially prevalent disease here, nor is 
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•there to my knowledge any contagious disease in the place 
now. 

Forest: E. N. Wait, Clerk. Population 181. Board of 
Health organized. Water obtained from wells and springs, 
and in some instances from ponds, and even from standing 
surface water. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted and no sanitary work done; as the town is 
very sparsely settled and no contagious cases of disease 
have occurred among iis people, none has seemed necessary. 
As regards roads and thoroughfares there is no cause for 
complaint; on private premises I think there may be nuis- 
ances, but dwellings are so far apart that only the residents 
of a place are likely to be annoyed by anything on it. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery have been prevalent, but there 
has been no fatal case. There is no contagious disease. I 
do not know whether the law regarding cases of contagious 
character is or is not complied with. 

Hudson: Dr. 1. 1). Wiltrout, Health Officer. Population 
3,000. Board of Health organized. No public water supply. 
'We have a hospital building always ready and kept in good 
order. We have ordinances regulating hotels, saloons, 
%)oarding houses, groceries, meat-markets, etc., requiring 
them to clean up daily and to disinfect weekly. Also strin- 
|2:ent ordinances regulating pig pens, chicken houses, barns 
etc., the enforcement of which has resulted in the almost 
total banishment of these institutions from the city. We 
have, furthermore, ordinances regulating private premises 
which have had very salutary effects. The Board of Health 
meets weekly, and weekly inspections are made by the 
Health OflBlcer of hotels, saloons, boarding houses, etc. The 
sanitary condition of the city was never before so good. 
There are no nuisances on the public streets or premises, 
and any that are found on private premises are summarily 
dealt with. Dumping grounds are provided for waste mat- 
ters, and any deposit elsewhere is prohibited and the 
person making it prosecuted. 
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Up to Aug, 1, we had but very few cases of Diarrhoea or 
similar disease, but since that date there has been an un- 
usual amount, chiefly Dysenteric in type, attacking adults 
and children. There are at date of writing (Aug. 27) some 
twenty cases, about one half being Dysenteric. Apart from 
these there is no prevalent disease. There is much negli- 
gence in reporting cases of contagious disease. 

New Richmond: Dr, F. W.Epley, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 1,208. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply. The board has passed the usual ordinances but 
nothing special. lam health officer of the town — not of 
the city. There has been no sanitary work done of late in 
the town. 

Dysentery has been slightly more prevalent than usual 
but I think there have been no deaths from it. Whooping 
Cough was epidemic in severe form last winter. No Ty- 
phoid and little or no Cholera Infantum. The provisions of 
Chap. 167, Laws of 1883, are generally observed hereabout. 

Star Prairie: A. E. Marvin, Health Officer. Population 
919. Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells 
chiefly. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The health officer makes regular inspections of 
the territory monthly. Streets, thoroughfares and public 
places are in good condition, and so are private premises as 
a general rule; certainly there are no dangerous nuisances. 

I know of no cases of bowel trouble or of contagious 
disease. I think that the requirements of the law referred to 
are met. 

Warren: E. G. Partridge, Health Officer. Population 
813. Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells 
varying in depth from eighty to a hundred and twenty feet. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, ex- 
cept as regards contagious disease; in these, isolation 
is required, and the disinfection of premises at their 
close under the direction of a physician. No distinctive 
sanitary work has been done because the town is healthy 
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and the existing conditions are considered good. The privy 
vaults on the public school grounds are deep and have been 
in use six years, without having been cleaned out once in 
that time. There are also on private premises vaults which 
are too near the wells to be safe, I think. 

There has been no prevalent disease here nor are there 
now any contagious cases. We have had two cases of 
Diphtheria, and one, fatal, of Scarlet Fever, but with these 
exceptions the town has been unusually healthy. Cases of 
contagious disease are reported when they occur as the law 
requires. 

Spkingfifld: A, Hunter, Health Officer. Board of Health 
organized. No public water supply; water is obtained from 
wells ranging from seven to a hundred feet in depth; some 
four years ago samples of water taken from wells in the 
villages of Wilson and Hersey were examined and the water 
pronounced unfit to drink: these wells are probably the 
same now as they then were. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances have been adopted but the health 

officer has been instructed to do what in his judgment 
was needful. The two villages are the only places where 
enforcement of sanitary regulations is likely to be needed 
on private premises, and in one of these, Wilson, it would 
be hard for anything very bad to obtain except through 
gross neglect. In Hersey however matters are different; 
the railroad ditch contains some stagnant pools that should 
be drained or filled up, and there are privies and stables 
that are suspiciously near to wells considering the character 
of the underlying soil. There are very grave reasons for 
fearing contamination of the water in many instances, and 
as both the villages lie in the track of a great highway they 
are exposed to dangers which other more retired localities 
escape. But although, as already said, the health officer 
has been instructed to use his own judgment and the 
responsibility has thus been placed on him, it is doubtful 
whether he would be sustained in any very earnest effort to 
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improve the sanitary conditions, especially if in so doing he 
-should chance to involve the town in any expense. Hence, 
little or nothing practically has been done, and until there 
is a decided change in public opinion in this respect it is 
doubtful whether anything will be done. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever, 
and no contagious form of disease is now prevalent. Con- 
tagious cases are reported when they do occur. 

New Richmond {city) : Dr. J. E. Sawyer, Health Officer. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply. No 
hospital building. The chief sanitary work done in this 
city this year has been the cleaning out of old vaults, re- 
moval of filth from public and private premises, cleaning of 
gutters, opening alleys, etc, etc. The people have been re- 
quested to keep their privies clean and disinfected. The 
court house, school houses and grounds have been looked after 
and are in good condition. There are some pig-pens which 
we have cared for and which are very clean. 

As a rule the summer has been a very healthy one, and 
there has been less of Diarrhoea than usual, and few cases 
oi Dysentery. We have had no Diphtheria or Scarlet Fever, 
but have had rather more of Typhoid than usual. As a 
rule the law requiring reports of contagious disease is prop- 
erly carried out. 

SAUK COUNTY. 

Baraboo {town): W. H. Canfield, Health Officer. Board of 
Health organized. Creeks, springs, wells, and sometimes 
ponds are our sources of water supply. No hospital build- 
ing. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The only sanitary 
work done has been the partial regulation of slaughter- 
houses, of which there were four, and which were a horrible 
nuisance. I cannot feel that we did our whole duty with 
regard to these places in view of the plain directions of the 
law, but we did improve their condition somewhat — a great 
deal as compared with what they were, but there is still 
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m for improvement. An obstacle in the way of radical 

stment is the many hog-pens scattered over the town, 

ich smell almost as badly as the slaughter-houses did; 

6 people hug the hog as they hug their tobacco. With 

ard to privies there are some on the earth- closet principle, 

education in this direction makes very slow progress. 

I^^otwithstanding all drawbacks the town has been unusu- 

healthy; there has been no contagious disease, no 

rrhoea or Dysentery and no Typhoid. I do not think 

t any reports have ever been made to the health oflBcer 

^his town by any physicians of the neighborhood. 

REEDOM: Dr, N. F, Wetmore, Health Officer. Population 
Board of Health organized. Water supply chiefly 
m wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
pted. No sanitary inspection made because the mem- 
of the Board of Health are all familiar with the exist- 
conditions. We have caused some stagnant pools to be 
ined and some privies to be reconstructed or removed on 
ount of undue proximity to wells. 
^Jhere has been but little disease of any kind as compared 
5^ th former seasons, and there is none of contagious char- 
er at present. Contagious cases are properly reported. 
RONTON: Dr. A. G, Dennett, Health Officer. Population 
^ut 1,500. A Board of Health has been organized but 
done nothing since organization. Water supply comes 
wells of an average depth of thirty feet, about one- 
If the amount being drilled through solid rock. No hos- 
■^1 building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and as 
^eady intimated, no systematic work done. I condemned 
e house in which Diphtheria originated and it has been 
^'^oroughly cleansed and partly destroyed. The sanitary 
^^^^nditions of the town, naturally, are very good; the loca- 
"^i^n is high and zymotic diseases are of very rare occurrence- 
meeting of the board of health will be called as soon as 
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practicable and anything that needs attention will then 
eeive it. 

So far as I know there has been but very little Diarrhc 
here during the summer — two or three light cases — and 
Dysentery at all. In fact since my first coming here, t 
•or three years ago, I have seen but one case of By sente t— ""j 
and none of Typhoid Fever. At present there is no case ^ — > f 
contagious or acute disease of any kind. Contagious cas czz3 s 
are reported when they occur. 

La Valle {town) . W, Muhlbauer; Health Officer, Popuh 
tion 1,211. Board of Health organized. Water supply "froi 
springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary or(L — ^^' 
nances adopted, but special orders have been made froi^C^ni 
time to time, with reference to particular cases. There ha^^^s 
been a general inspection of all premises, made by order cz^^i 
the health board, and privies have been cleaned and disinr n- 
fected, carcasses removed from the river and from varioi^^^s 
places in the town, and the streets and thoroughfares gene^^r- 
ally have been pat in very good condition. There are y et 
some places on private premises which need cleaning, b»- ut 
they will have prompt attention. No prevalent disease ot 
any kind. Contagious cases are reported. 

La Valle {village): J, Smith, Health Officer. Populati ozi ' 
400. Board of Health organized. No public water suppl/; 
water for domestic use obtained from springs and wells. 
No hospital building at present, but one will soon be pro* 
vided. A general ordinance has been adopted giving the 
health officer full powers to order all places cleaned that in 
his judgment may threaten the health of the community, 
and another directing especially the cleansing of all privies 
and other filthy places. In addition to these^ ordinances 
have been adopted ordering special sanitary improvements 
in the way of drainage. A thorough investigation of all 
premises in the village, public and private, has been made 
by order of the board of health. It was begun in April and 
has b99U continued ever since. All marshy, low grounds 
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have been drained, all drains and sewers have been cleaned; 
privies, cellars, pig pens and the like have been cleaned and 
kept clean. The school house and grounds have been thor- 
oughly overhauled, and I think we are safe in claiming that 
we have now one of the cleanest villages in Wisconsin. 

We have had no sickness of any kind this summer, nor 
have we any now. Since I have been health oflScer I believe 
that the physicians have reported all contagious cases in 
proper form. 

Merrimack: O, A, Gross, Health Officer, Population 800. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells and 
springs. No hospital building. Some special ordinances 
were adopted on the occasion of an outbreak of Scarlet 
Fever, forbidding a public funeral in one case and ordering 
schools to be closed, houses in which the disease appeared, to 
be flagged, and all persons affected to remain isolated in 
their own dwellings for at least forty days from the time the 
disease was recognized. The publication of these ordinances 
caused much unfavorable comment, and they were not 
strictly enforced, the local board not being entirely sure, 
moreover, that it had the power to enforce them. Apart 
from these ordinances none have been adopted, and no san- 
itary work has been attempted, as the residents deem an 
inspection an invasion of their private, rights. Nothing is 
known therefore of sanitary conditions on private premises. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever has occurred 
here during the summer; Scarlet Fever is among us at this 
date as already said. The provisions of the law have been 
observed so far in but one case by the attending physician, 
and then only after he had been reminded of the require- 
ment. 

Prairie du Sac: Dr. J. V. Stevens. Population 2,000. No 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water for 
domestic purposes obtained from ordinary wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary 
work of any kind done. As to the why, I have no inf orma- 
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tion and can get none from any of those of whom I inquire. 
Streets and public thoroughfares are in ordinarily fair con- 
dition only. There are on private premises notable instances 
of accumulations of filth endangering the health of the res- 
idents, one of these is a yard where a number of hogs are 
fed on the swill from a creamery. 

Scarlet Fever was prevalent early in the summer, but with 
that exception there has been little or no sickness. The law 
respecting reports of contagious disease is not generally ob- 
served in this vicinity. 

(It is right to say in connection with the above report, that 
Dr. Stevens holds no oflScial position in the town and that 
he reported as a matter of courtesy to the State Board of 
Health and at the request of another physician. He says 
in a note accompanying the report, " We expect to be incor- 
porated as a village this fall and I then hope to see or secure 
better attention to sanitary regulations." It seems evident 
that there is ample room for improvement in that respect.) 

Reedsburg: Dr. C. A. Rood. Population 1,500. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water obtained 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The village has undergone inspection to a certain 
extent, and streets, thoroughfares and public places are in 
good sanitary condition. 

There have been very few cases of Diarrhoea and Dysen- 
tery and there are none of contagious disease at present. 
The law respecting such cases is generally observed herea- 
bouts. 

Si'KiNc; Green {town): Dr. J. B. Stair, Health Officer. 
l^opulation about 1,100. Board of Health organized. N 
I>ublic water supply; water for drinking purposes is obtain 
eitlKjr through driven wells or from wells bored through tb 
Hand to a depth of from twenty to thirty feet. Here in th 
valhjy of the Wisconsin the rock is never penetrated for 
water Hupj)ly. No hospital building; should necessity occ 
wo Hhoiild be compelled to improvise something to serve thi 
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Xarpose. No sanitary ordinances adopted. There has been 

sanitary inspection made, chiefly because the field is a 

rge one and the health officer cannot spare the time to de- 

^Dte to the work gratuitously. I think, however, from what 

Tbservations I have been able to make, that the sanitary 

conditions are usually good. 

The summer has been one of almost uninterrupted good 
^alth in this vicinity; save a few cases of Dysenteric 
ouble there has been no sickness of any severity. Whoop- 
Cough is now quite prevalent. I think that the require- 
ents of the law respecting reports of contagious disease 
re fully met in this neighborhood. 

Sauk City: Dr, P. Berwig, Health Officer. Population 
68. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
ater obtained from wells. No hospital building, but in case 
f need a building could be procured. Special ordinances 
ave been adopted by which a large number of premises 
^^svhich needed cleansing, the streets and alleys of the village 
nd other public places were directed to be properly cleaned 
nd kept clean. Two inspections of the whole village and 
11 its sanitary conditions have been made — the one by the 
card of health as a whole, the other by a part of the board, 
n addition to these the health officer has made frequent 
pecial examinations of places where he suspected unsani- 
ary conditions to exist. At present the place is in a toler- 
bly good shape as respects cleanliness. Wherever any 
uisance is discovered on private premises, the proprietor 
thereof is notified to clear it out promptly, which he does. 
Diarrhoea has been less frequently observed this summer 
^han has usaally been the case at the corresponding season 
dn former years and there is no form of disease that can be 
<5alled prevalent. As yet no contagious cases have been 
reported. 

Troy: J. 8. Walser, Clerk. Population 1,002. No Board 
of Health organized since 1883. Water supply taken from 
the Wisconsin River and some other smaller streams. No 
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hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, no san- 
itary work done, and nothing known concerning sanitary 
conditions, either public or private. 

Have heard nothing of Dysentery, Diarrhoea or Typhoid 
Fever, and have no knowledge of any case of contagious 
disease. No physician within eight miles. 

Westfield: Dr. F. D. Hulburt, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 1,500. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water obtained wholly from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. Our local board 
has done nothing at all in the way of inspecting sanitary 
conditions, and has given me no instructions whatever. 
When I learn of any place that needs attention, I either 
speak to the occupant or inform him by letter that it is his 
duty to attend strictly to cleanliness and to correct any and 
all nuisances, but of systematic work there has been none. 
I presume that it is simply owing to neglect on the part of 
the local board that nothing has been done; as I understand 
the position I am subject to the directions of the board, and 
I don't feel like neglecting my practice to attend to inspec- 
tions which would necessarily occupy considerable time 
when there is no prospect whatever of any remuneration 
for so doing. Thoroughfares and other public places are in 
fair condition, but probably nuisances could be found on 
private premises were they to be looked for. 

Typhoid Fever has been more prevalent than usual; I have 
five cases on hand now, but I am not able to trace its source, 
if it be not owing to the presence of surface drainage in 
wells. There is no contagious disease here at present. One 
physician here does not report his contagious cases; he has 
had several cases of Scarlet Fever and one of Diphtheria, 
none of which were reported to this board. 

Woodland: E. D. Horton, Clerk. Population 1,369. No 
Board of Health organized this year. Water supply chiefly 
from springs and wells; the wells range from thirty to forty- 
five feet in depth, but there are some much deeper. No hos- 
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^^ t ^1 building: or accommodations. No sanitary ordinances 
pted. So far from any sanitary work having been done, 
onestly believe that the idea that such work was neces- 
j has never entered the mind of any one of our Board. 
«re seems to be a total lack of any apprehension that 
olera may visit this place, or that any other disease may 
e, and there has been no inspection of premises either 
T>lic or private. We are not a remarkably uncleanly peo- 
, but neither are we the reverse. There are uncleanly 
rn-yards, and pig sties, and there are also privy vaults in 
"^oser proximity to dwellings than a due regard for either 
alth or cleanliness would warrant, and doubtless a good 
any cellars need overhauling. Fortunately there are no 
nsiderable pools of stagnant water as the country is 
^^ugh and broken. There is only a very small village with- 
our limits and the only public buildings we have are 
'iDhool houses and churches; of these the sanitary condi- 
ons are, I believe, unexceptionable. 

We have had very little sickness of any kind in this 

allty except prostration, caused by the great heat of July 

^ast. There is no contagious disease of any kind in this 

icinity. I believe that the law regarding such cases has 

Iways been observed in this town. 





SHAWANO county. 

Belle Plaine: C. W. Leisman, Clerk. Population 875. 
^oard of Health organized. Water supply from wells. No 
"hospital building. Ordinances have been adopted having 
reference to contagious disease, and requiring, 1, The isola- 
tion of all persons affected; 2, Report of all cases to the 
local health board within twenty-four hours of their discov- 
ery by any person; 3, report of the existence of any case in 
a school-district, Sunday school or other similar assemblage, 
by the teacher, superintendent, minister, etc. The diseases 
specified in the ordinances are Cholera, Small Pox, Diphthe- 
ria, Scarlet Fever, Measles and Whooping Cough. The car- 
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cass of any animal dying from disease or killed by accident^ 
or by reason of disease or injury, must be buried within 
twenty-four hours, at a distance not less than two hundred 
feet from any dwelling, and at a depth of not less than six 
feet below the surface of the ground. No privy vault is 
permitted to be used or constructed within one hundred feet 
of a well or other source of water supply, and all such 
vaults, together with cess-pools, etc., within the prescribed 
distance from any well or source of water supply, were or- 
dered to be removed and cleansed. 

The above ordinances were adopted and published in 
June last, but as yet have not been strictly enforced. At 
the next meeting of the board, however, measures will be 
adopted for their better observance. There has been no sys- 
tematic work done except in connection with a case of Diph- 
theria, which was carefully quarantined. No inspection has 
been made, and hence no very definite report can be given 
concerning sanitary conditions. 

The only sickness known has been Diphtheria, which oc- 
curred in two families. The law respecting contagious dis- 
ease has not been observed by physicians in this locality. 

Green Valley: H, C. Halla, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion GOO. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
ply; water obtained from springs and wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. I personally 
visited nearly every house in the town in June last, and 
found the sanitary conditions in the large majority of cases 
as good as could be expected in a new settlement. It is very 
difficult for the Board of Health to act without the advice 
of a good physician, and there is as yet none within fifteen 
miles, and no special inducement for a physician to settl 
here. Our school houses and their outbuildings are in ver 
fair condition, and as for the purity of our water supply 
can say that more money is spent to secure it than for al 
most any one thing. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, or Typhoid Feve 
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whatever, and we have not a sick person in the town at the 
present time. I cannot say whether all cases of contagious 
disease are reported or not, as the doctors occasionally disa- 
gree. 

HuTCHiNS: S. Navarre, Clerk. Population 406. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water obtained 
irom springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. No sanitary work done or inspection 
made; the territory being very large and the population very 
small and widely scattered, sanitary work becomes very dif- 
ficult, and to a great extent unnecessary. The board of 
health has, however, compelled the burial of a carcass where 
the parties responsible therefor had neglected doing so. 

There has been no special form of disease any more prev- 
alent than usual this year, and there is no contagious sick- 
ness. I do not know that the provisions of law referred to 
have ever been observed in this locality. 

Shawano: Dr. A. L. C. Bold, Health Officer. Population 
1,284. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water taken from wells and springs. No hospital building. 
Sanitary ordinances adopted but no copy received. Weekly 
inspection of butcher shops and slaughter houses, and one 
of the latter, which was in a filthy condition and dangerous 
to the health of the community, was removed altogether. 
The general sanitary condition of the city is very good. 

No prevalent disease of any kind contagious or otherwise. 
Cases of contagious character are properly reported. 

Washington: 0,0. Wieg and, Clerk. Population 1,198. No 
Board of Health has been organized since 1883. Water 
supply obtained from wells. No hospital building. No san- 
itary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done be- 
cause no board of health exists. The matter of organiza- 
tion has been brought before the town board, but that body 
has failed to act. I have made some slight and cursory ob- 
servations in connection with the census taking, and believe 
that our thoroughfares and public places are in very fair con- 
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dition, as also are the majority of private premises, although 
there are certainly some places that are capable of great im= 
provement in a sanitary way. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery or 
Typhoid, and none of contagious character; therefore there 
could be none reported. 

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY. 

Holland: S, Palmer, Clerk. Population 3,039. Board of 
Health organized, (but no report of organization made to 
State Board since 1883). Water supply from springs and 
wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted, and no systematic sanitary work done. Streets 
and thoroughfares are in good condition, but the privies of 
the school-houses are about as foul as they can be, and there 
are many privies on private premises that need cleaning. 
There are also two slaughter-houses in bad condition. 

There have been about a half-dozen cases of Typhoid Fe- 
ver, but no Diarrhoea or Dysentery. No contagious cases 
at present. The provisions of law respecting reports of 
contagious disease are not observed. 

Lima: J, S. Griswold, Clerk. Population 2,047. Board of 
Health organized. Water for drinking purposes obtained 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The board has instructed the health oflScer to ex- 
amine the drainage, the drinking water supply and such 
other matters as may need examination, as farms, cheese 
factories, etc., and to see that any imperfection that may be^ 
found is remedied. No further report on existing sanitary 
conditions. 

Diarrha^a has been prevalent during the summer, but 
present there is but little of it, and there is no contagiou; 
disease. The law relating to such diseases is not observed 
in this vicinity. 

Plymouth {city): H. C. Bade, Clerk. Population 1,200. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; watez" 
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:en from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
^>ice3 adopted. There has been no systematic plan of 
*:iitary work followed, although such work has been done, 
^-^isances arising from the breweries, from privies, etc,. 
^ ^e been removed, and whenever any offensive conditions 
^ ve been observed steps have been promptly taken for their 
^^nedy. In one instance the waste water from a brewery has 
^ en allowed to flow for some distance to a spot where it 
^came stagnant, and created a stench, was ordered to be 
Amoved, and arrangements were made by which it was led 
^vay by an underground drain discharging into a flowing 
liream; in other instances privy vaults which connected 
'^ith open ditches were altered. A diflBculty exists here 
^hich exists to a greater or less extent in all small cities and 
municipalities, and hinders sanitary operations to a very 
reat extent Every resident knows almost every other and 
; dependent on all the rest in many ways; this close rela- 
ionship in business and social ways makes an oflScial 
eluctant to move unless some formal complaint is made, or 
mless he feels that in moving he will have the support of 
, majority of his fellow-residents, and members of the board 
»f health are not different from other men in this respect. 
lence, as every one thinks that he, individually has got 
lomething to say on the management of city-affairs, improve- 
nents are apt to be only slowly brought about. 

There has been no prevalent form of disease, no Diarrhoea 
Dysentery or Typhoid, and there is no existing contagious 
disease. The law requiring report of contagious diseases is 
generally observed in this locality. 

Rhine: J, F. Miller, Clerk. Population 1,574. No Board 
of Health has been organized in this town since 1883. No 
public water supply; w^ater for drinking purposes obtained 
from wells exclusively. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. In my 
opinion no board of health could in any way improve or 
change in any wise the sanitary condition of this town. 
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Anyone creating a nuisance is generally promptly made 
aware of the fact by persons in whose neighborhood such 
nuisance may be, and is prosecuted upon refusal to abate 
or remove the same. Cases of this kind are frequent. 

I do not know of a case of sickness other than chronic 
cases in the place. There is no resident physician. 

Sheboygan Falls: Dr, J,L. Shepard, Health Officer. Pop- 
ulation 1,131. Board of Health organized. No public water 
suppl}'^; water for drinking purposes obtained from springs 
and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. The board has caused streets and thoroughfares 
to be cleaned, as also privy vaults, cess-pools and the like, 
and has made a general inspection of the place, the mem- 
bers of the board acting as inspectors. Streets, alleys and 
public buildings generally are in good sanitary condition, 
and there is nothing on private premises to endanger public 
health. 

There has not been and is not now any prevalent form of ^^^ *^ 
disease. The law respecting reports of contagious disease—^ ^^ -*< 
is not observed hereabouts. 

TAYLOR CO. 

Little Black: C. Zastrow, Health Officer,* Populatio 
about 1,000. Board of Health organized. Water supply ob 




tained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi_ r .i- 
nances adopted, and no sanitary work done. 

No disease noted as having been specially prevalent. 

[The above town appears to be one where a board cz=aczziDf 
health has been nominally organized but no further st er =z )s 

taken, and where practically nothing is known of sanit ai j r 

conditions. Two or three reports of the constitution of tl- i ^ 

board have been received at the oflSce of the State Board -^^cDf 
Health, but they do not agree with each other in the nani^. -^ss 
of the members of the board or as to the positions whL. ^i^i 
the persons whose names are reported hold. The maker 
the above report signs it as chairman of the board, but 
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oflBcial report on file in the office of the State Board gives 
liim the position of health officer and assigns the chairman- 
ship to another person entirely, and a note appended to the 
^report just given states that the only knowledge that the 
ureporter had concerning a local health board is that he was 
"told that he had been appointed, but had never heard any- 
"thing more about it from the time of receiving that inf orma- 
"tion, no meeting of the board having been held and nothing 
:iii the way of business having ever been transacted.] 

Westboro: W, James, Clerk, Population 476. Board of 
IHealth organized. Water supply furnished by wells, public 
^nd private. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
a^dopted. No sanitary work done. The population is small 
a,nd widely scattered, and such work has not seemed 
needful. 

There has been no prevalent disease. Contagious cases 
are reported when they occur. 

TREMPEALEAU CO. 

Gale: A, Kribs, Clerk: Dr. W. lif. Young, Health Officer. 
Population 1,967. Board of Health organized. Water 
supply from springs and wells. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted, but the board with the aid of 
the health officer have kept the village and town in fair 
sanitary condition. No conditions are known to exist on 
private premises that can endanger health. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or like form of sickness, and 
no contagious disease whatever. The requirements of the 
law referred to are generally fulfilled. 

BuRNSiDE: Dr. W. R. Allison, Health Officer. Board of 
Health organized. No public water supply; water for 
drinking obtained from wells. No hospital building. No 
sanitary ordinances adopted. In the way of sanitary work 
all alleys and back places have been cleaned, together with 
all outbuildings; and the town has undergone an inspection 
in which three persons were engaged. Streets and thorough- 
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fares are in good condition, as are private premises gen- 
erally. 

There has been and still is some Diarrhoea prevalent, but 
at present it is light. Contagious diseases are duly re- 
ported. 

Lincoln: Dr. F. W. Lester, Health Officer. Population 
970. Board of Health organized. No public water supply; 
water for domestic uses obtained from wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The board has 
visited a number of places where unsatisfactory conditions 
might be looked for, as for example, slaughter houses, back 
yards, cellars, etc., has found a good many in pretty ba 
shape and has had them generally reformed. It has also 
standing notice requesting that any one knowing of a nuis- 
ance will at once make report thereof either to the board o^ 
to the health officer. Streets, alleys and thoroughfares gen 
erally have been cleaned up, and although there are stil 
on private premises some matters such as privy vaults an 
pig pens that might be improved, the place is still in f ai 
sanitary condition. 

None of the severer forms of disease have been prevale 
here during the summer. Whooping Cough being the wor 
that we have had to deal with; it is still prevalent, but ver 
many cases receive no treatment, and no special precautioi 
are taken with reference to it. There have been no deat 







from it. I think that the law relating to contagious diseas 
is generally observed here when such cases occur, but th< 
have b(^on none for a year past at least. 

Hai.k: M. F. Whitney, Clerk. Population 1,511. Board_ of 
J [oalth organized. No public water supply; water for dri 
ing purposes obtained from springs and streams. No 
|)ital building, but one could be obtained at short no 
should noed arise. No sanitary ordinances adopted, an 
KHiiitary work done. A large proportion of our resid 
uro foreigners and their dwellings are notinmanyinstaK^ces 
UH ch^inly as is desirable; they brought their old world 
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habits of life here, and it is hard to do much with them. 
Their barns and barn-yards are too close to the dwelling 
houses very often, but nevertheless they escape many of the 
diseases that would probably occur among them were the 
place more densely populated. 

There has been no Diaj rhcea or Dysentery, and no form 
of contagious disease has appeared here for some time 
past. 

VERNON COUNTY. 

Clinton (probably): * x)r. J. M. Poff, Population about 
1,100. Two years ago there was a temporary organization 
of a Board of Health, but I think that no legal steps were 
taken to complete it or to report it to the State Board of 
Health. As I was the only physician resident here, I was 
appointed as Health Officer and informed of the fact, but 
that was the last I ever heard of the matter. No public 
wator supply; water for drinking purposes comes from wells, 
springs and similar sources. No hospital building. No san- 
itary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. I 
have tried in vain to have some health organization form- 
ally completed, for, although matters here are not as bad as 
they would be were this a large city, there is still plenty of 
work for a local board, and work that should be done. 
Stagnant pools need draining, privy vaults and filthy cellars, 
and perhaps other unhealthy conditions need looking after. 

There has been some Dysentery amorg children, but not 
so much as last year. I have had but one case of Typhoid 
Fever this season. Measles has been prevalent, but of mild 
type. Whooping Cough is with us at present. I cannot re- 
port as to the observance of the law referred to. 

[* Dr. Poff gives only the post ofiSce of BloomiDgdale and dees not men- 
tion the town in which he lives. That post office is situated in the town of 
Clinton, from which no report has ever been received in reference to the 
organization of a board of health. The State Board is under obligations 
to Dr. Poff for the report here given, and the more so as his name does not 
appear in any official capacity on the registers of the board.] 
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Franklin: F, W. Alexander, Clerk. Population 1,363. 
Board of Health of organized. Water supply from cisterns, 
spriugs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted, and no sanitary work undertaken, the rea- 
son beiug that we have seen no occasion for any. Our school 
houses, of which there are ten, are ventilated only by doors 
and windows, and much, if not the greater part of the sick- 
ness among children, is due to this cause. 

No prevalent disease, contagious or other. No reports have 
ever been received from any physician. 

Greenwood: O. Johnson, Health Officer. Population, 
1,121. Board of Health organized. Water supply from 
springs and wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
ances adopted. The premises in the town have been pretty 
thoroughly inspected, and found to be in very fair sanitary 
condition; one person has been engaged in this work for 
about five months. School houses and public buildings are 
in fair condition. 

KiCKAPOO: J. J. McCarthy, Clerk; J. Fox, Health Officer. 
Population 1,165. Board of Health organized. Water sup- 
ply obtained from springs and wells. No hospital building; 
none needed thus far, but one could readily be obtained if 
it were called for. No sanitary ordinances adopted and no 
sanitary work done; none thought necessary. 

There has been but little Diarrhoea and no contagious dis- 
ease at all. Cases of the latter are reported when they oc- 
cur. 

Stark: A, Carpenter, Health Officer. Population about 
1,000. No Board of Health organized (but one has been re — 
ported for 1885) . No public water supply; water from wells 
No hospital building. No' sanitary ordinances adopted an 
no sanitary work done. 

There have been a few cases of Dysentery, but all hav 
recovered, and there have been none contagious diseas 
There has not been a death in this place for seven years. 
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"Webster: L Glenn, Clerk. No Board of Health organ- 
ized since 1883. Water for drinking purposes is obtained 
from springs and wells; no examination of its purity has 
^ver been made* No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
Xiances adopted, and no sanitary work done. The physician 
having removed from the town in 1883, the organization of 
"fclie health board was never, renewed, and the town board 
have never observed any conditions detrimental to health. 
"Within ten rods of our school house there are three vats 
^ome ten or twelve feet square, used by coopers for soaking 
laoops, the water in which is very offensive in odor. Privy 
"vaults are in bad condition, and the streets of the village are 
like foul barn-yards. 

There has been more Diarrhcea and Dysentery than is 
"Usual, but no disease of contagious character. The law re- 
lating to reports of contagious disease is not generally ob- 
aserved. 

WALWORTH COUNTY. 

Bloomfield: Dr. B. J. Bill, Health Officer. Board of 
ISlealth organized. No public water supply; water for drink- 
s' ng purposes obtained from wells. No hospital building. 
o sanitary ordinances adopted. The board has done all 
ihat seemed to be indicated for the health of the community. 
Las abated many nuisances, and accomplished some good 
"^^v^ork, although this being a rural community, any very ex- 
tended or systematic investigation has not seemed needful. 
^Dur thoroughfares and public places are in very good condi- 
iion, but to a certain extent, private premises are not 
equally satisfactory. I have, however, yet to see the place 
'^^vhere sanitation is perfect. 

Delavan (town): Dr. D. B. Devendorf, Health Officer 
►oard of Health organized. No public water supply. No 
Lospital building. No sanitary ordinance adopted. A sys- 
tematic inspection of the town has been made, and certain 

"^^aatters, notably a slaughter house, declared a nuisance pre- 
17— H. 
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judicial to the health of the residents; the chairman of the 
board, however, will not enforce the abatement of the nuis- 
ance, fearing that he will make himself unpopular with a 
certain element. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and no con- 
tagious disease. Contagious cases are reported as the law 
requires. 

Elkhorn {village): Dr. G. H. Youngs Health Officer. 
Population 1,248. Board of Health organized. No publi 
water supply; water for all domestic purposes .obtaine 
from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinance 
adopted, and no systematic inspection made, but we hav 
looked after privy vaults especially and ordered then 
cleaned whenever necessary. When I was appointed 
health officer, however, it was intimated that the positi 
was to be rather ornamental than useful. Our streets a 
thoroughfares are in good sanitary condition, and there a 
no stagnant pools or foul privy vaults in connsction wi" 
public buildings and grounds. Private premises are frt 
from any threatening nuisances. 

There has been no prevalent form of disease in the v 
lage, contagious or otherwise. I do not think that the Ism- "^^ 
is generally observed, as it relates to reporting contagio'i^^ats 
cases. 

Linn: A, H, Button, Clerk. Population 918. Board of 
Health organized, (but no report made to State Board for 
1885). Water supply obtained from springs and wells. It^o 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and xio 
sanitary work of any kind done. I do not know of stray 
that could be done. This is a high, dry farming land and 
there has been no sickness here this summer. 

There are no physicians resident here. I think that tbe 
law is generally observed when occasion requires it by those 
who practice here. 

Whitewater (town): H. A. Loomer, Clerk. Population 
'' 'O'^flrd of Health organized in this township at any 
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time. Water supply from springs and wells. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary 
"Work done by reason of lack of funds. So far as I could 
observe, in connection with the work of taking the census 
<iuring the summer, the sanitary conditions are fair 

There has been no prevalent form of disease, and very 
Xittle sickness of any kind. There are no resident phy- 
sicians. 

"Whitewater {city): Dr. M. Furlong, Health Gfjicet. 
H*opulation 4,100. Board of Health organized. No public 
^%vater supply; water for domestic uses obtained from wells. 
Ordinances have been adopted regulating slaughter-houses, 
:*orbidding the deposit of any carcass or oflfal in any pond, 
stream, or water course, requiring the owner or occupant of 
.^ny premises on which offensive business may be carried 
on, or where offensive matters may accumulate to cleanse 
^ind purify such premises within twenty-four hours after 
Teceipt of notice so to dOj which notice is valid and binding 
-whether given in writing or verbally by the city marshal 
or his assistants, and requiring the owner or occupant of 
any premises in the city to remove all filth, dirt and rubbish 
from the streets adjacent to such premises whenever re- 
quired so to do by the street superintendent, and in default 
of obedience, authorizing that officer to remove the same at 
the cost of the property. In the way of sanitary work a 
contract has just been closed for the abatement of a nui- 
sance in the first ward, the drainage of standing water, at 
a cost of $350.00. Many minor nuisances have been re- 
moved, and much has been done, but there is yet a great 
deal to do. Still the city is in fair condition in a sanitary 
point of view; although on private premises there are privy 
vaults and pig-pens which need cleaning and removal, and 
there is considerable opposition from citizens, yet sanitary 
rules are better observed than they have been heretofore. 

This locality has been remarkably free from the usual 
summer diseases and, with the exception of Measles which 
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rprevaiied in the spring and early summer, from contagious 
disease also. Though there has been little occasion for re- 
ports of dangerous contagious disease, I believe that phy- 
sicians generally comply cheerfully with the law when such 
v^isease occurs. 

WASHBURN COUNTY. 

3 ASH AW: F. B, Nelson,Clerk, Population 1,300. No Board 
of Health has been organized here. No public water sup- 
ply; water for drinking purposes is obtained from wells and 
from Shell Lake. We have a hospital building at our com- 
mand for use whenever it may be needed. No sanitary or- 
dinances adopted, and no systematic work done. We have 
however a special police whose duty it is to see that all ^ j 
premises, both public and private, are kept clean. All public 
places and buildings are in excellent condition, and no accu- 
mulations of filth are known on private premises. 

There has been no prevalent sickness of any kind here of 
late. The town, which includes the village of Shell Lake^^ 
has been remarkably healthy. Contagious diseases are re- 
ported when they occur: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Addison: J. A. Christnacht, Clerk. Board of Health om. 
ganized. Water supply from wells. No hospital building _^o-. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. We have abolished bon ^^ce- 
boiling, but there has been no further sanitary work doicrz:^Q^ 
No report concerning existing sanitary conditions. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., and no contagious Hicftfl^ ^^ 
•Contagious cases are reported. 

Germantown: P. G. Duerrivaechter, Clerk. Populate. 5on 
2,073, Board of Health organized (but no report mad^ to 
State Board for 1885). No public water supply; water ob- 
tained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary o:rdi- 
nances adopted and no sanitary work done. The hesUth 
oflBcer with one member of the board investigated the pub- 
lic places and some private premises, occupying two days 
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in this work, but found nothing prejudicial to public health, 
No prevalent disease of any kind. Contagious cases are 
not reported. 

Hartford: Dr. E. M. Rogers, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 1,700. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water obtained from wells. No hospital building. 
Sanitary ordinances adopted in the city of Hartford regu- 
lating slaughter-houses, requiring privy-vaults to be kept in 
a cleanly and inoffensive condition, and authorizing the city 
marshal to require all such places to bie properly cleansed 
whenever occasion demands such cleansing. A reasonable 
amount of work has been done and the health officer has 
personally made an inspection with reference to the sani- 
tary condition of the place, which is, as a rule, very satis- 
factory. 

There has been no special form of disease prevalent in 
this locality. Contagious cases are duly reported when they 
occur. 

"Wayne: C. Rothenberger, Clerk. Population 1,496. No 
^oard of Health organized for the present year. Water 
is obtained from wells and springs; no examination has 
ever been made. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted. No systematic work has ever been done,. 
€ind no inspection made of either public or private premises,^ 
€is none has been thought needful. 

There has been less sickness of all kinds during the sum- 
mer than is usual, and there is no contagious case known at 
present. The requirements of the law referred to are gen- 
erally observed, so far as is known to me. 

West Bend (town): M. Immel, Clerk. Population 846. 
IBoard of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
obtained from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. To my knowledge no complaint of 
any nuisance has ever been made to the board of health,. 
l)ut I do not know that any inspection has ever been made 
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by the board or under its authority. I cannot answer as to 
the condition of private premises. 

To my knowledge there has been no case of Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery or similar disease in the town, nor do I know of 
any contagious case at present. Up to this time no case of 
any such disease has been reported to me. 

WAUKESHA COUNTY. 

Merton: Dr. J. A, Rice, Health Officer. Populatio 
2,300. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
ply. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, 
and no sanitary work done by the board or under its author- 
ity. The population is a rural one, exceptionally health 
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and free from any form of contagious disease; hence an 
inspection has not been deemed necessary. Streets, thor 
oughf ares, public places and buildings are in very good 
itary condition; and no nuisances endangering health ar — 
known on private premises. 
There has been no Diarrhoeal, Dysenteric or Typhoid fo r r 
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of disease in this locality this season, nor has there be^ 
any contagious sickness whatever about here. Contagiov 
oases are reported whenever they occur in accordance wi- 
the requirements of the law. 

MuKWANAGO: Dr. J. W. Cairncross, Health Offic^^^r. 
Board of Health ors:anized. The village has one pul>TL_ jfc 
water supply — a well of about twenty- five feet deep. I <z3o 
not know that the water has ever been examined with re£^^ r- 
once to its purity. The majority of the residents, howev^^sr, 
have their own private wells. No hospital provision for ai*:i:::B.y 
omergency. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No special 
systematic work has been undertaken, but I think the pl^fcC^e 
generally is in very good sanitary condition, and I have ^xi- 
deavored to use njy official position and influence in qv&ttj 
possible way to that end. 

We have had no prevalent form of disease among us \1cl\& 
summer; intestinal troubles have been somewhat common, 
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it is true, but they have been of a very mild type and read- 
ily manageable. There is no contagious disease whatever. 
I think that the provisions of law referred to are very gen- 
erally observed. 

New Berlin: Dr.J.L. Inger soil, Health Officer. Pop- 
ulation about 1,700. Board of Health organized. No pub- 
lic water supply; water for drinking purposes obtained from 
wells almost entirely. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. No systematic work done. This is a 
township of farmers, with nothing approximating a village 
in importance, and the sanitary conditions are remarkably 
good. Occasionally a well may be found that is too near 
the barn yard for safety, but such cases are rare. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, or Dysentery or Typhoid 
Fever and there is now no contagious form of ^disease among 
us. Contagious cases are reported when they occur. 

Waukesha (town): Dr, J, M, Gather ry, Health Officer* 
Population 3,173. Board of Health organized. No public 
water supply; water obtained from springs and wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no 
sanitary work done. As professional duties took the health 
officer to all parts of the town he kept his eyes open and 
other senses active for the detection of any unsanitary con- 
ditions which were corrected whenever they were discovered. 
Any suggestions made in this direction were well received 
and acted upon, the idea of Cholera having been a valuable 
stimulant. The town generally is in very good sanitary con- 
dition at present. 

Measles has been prevalent and still exists to some small 
extent. Contagious diseases are reported as the law requires. 

Dayton: L. J. Hebard, Clerk, Population 853. Board of 
Health organized. Water supply mostly from wells. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and 
nothing done further than that the board of health is prepared 
at any time to meet any emergency caused by the appear- 
ance of dangerous contagious disease. More active work 
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has not been thought necessary. School-houses are in good 
sanitary condition. There has been no prevalent form of 
disease other than Whooping Cough, which is now among 
us. Dangerous contagious diseases are generally reported 
when they occur. 

DuPONT: Dr. G. E. Moore, Health Officer. Population 
500. Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells 
entirely; it has never been examined. No hospital building. 
Ordinances have been adopted for the regulation of 
slaughter houses, and requiring the prompt burial of all car- 
casses of dead animals under heavy penalties in case of ne- 
glect. These ordinances were duly published and the board 
made some general inquiry into the sanitary conditions of 
the town; as these were for the most part tolerably good, 
no further or more systematic action was considered nec- 
essary and none was taken. As a matter of fact the sanitary 
conditions of this place are much better than we had reason 
to expect. 

There have been no serious cases of Diarrhoea, no Typhoid 
cases and no specially prevalent form of disease. There are 
no cases of contagious character here now. The law re- 
ferred to is generally obeyed in this vicinity. 

Fremont: Dr. C. D. Eddy, Health Officer. Population 
700. Board of Health organized. Water for drinking pur- 
poses obtained from wells and fountains. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No sanitary 
work done. The health officer is the only one who is at all 
disposed to look after such matters, and the town is not dis- 
posed to make him any compensation. The sanitary condi- 
tion of our school is good except as to the privies, and these 
I intend to have the school board attend to. 

There has been less Diarrhoea than usual this summer, 
and there is now no contagious disease of any kind here. 
The provisions of the law relative to such diseases are gen- 
erally complied with in this neighborhood. 
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Iola: T. Helgerson, Clerk. Population 1,047. No Board 
of Health has ever been organized in this town. No public 
water supply. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted and no sanitary work done, the town thinking it 
needless. Nothing whatever known of sanitary conditions. 
Dr. G. Dale reports as follows concerning diseases preva- 
lent. Typhoid Fever has been quite prevalent during the 
spring and on through the fall; the cause was impure 
"vrater. filth, etc., and after I had succeeded in getting these 
removed the fever ceased and we are now free from it. 
Scarlet Fever has also furnished a good many cases, five 
occurring in one family. It originated in a party that 
passed through the town in which party some person or 
persons had the disease, but no quarantine measures were 
enforced, and hence the spread. None of the cases were 
fatal. 

[The history furnishes an excellent practical commentary 
on the clerk's report. No Board of Health, the people 
thinking it needless; no authority to take any steps for pre- 
venting disease, which spread unchecked and unhindered, 
when had the first case been properly isolated it might 
easily have been the last also.] 

Little Wolf: C. D. Dick, Clerk. Population 1,626. Board 
of Health has a nominal organization. No public water 
supply; water obtained from wells. No hospital building.. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. 
Sanitary conditions, public and private, are not satisfactory. 
Typhoid Fever has been prevalent to some extent, but 
there is no contagious disease known here at present. The 
requirements of the law respecting contagious cases are 
not met. 

Matteson: Dr. J. E. Breed, Health Officer. Population 
767. Board of Health organized. Water supply taken from 
wells and springs. No hospital building. No sanitary ordi- 
nances adopted, and no systematic work done. I have 
made such investigations as I thought absolutely necessary,. 
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but find that I am considered as a crank for minding mat- 
ters which I had better let alone. General good health pre- 
vails, and the people cannot see the need for doing anything. 
There are many foul privy vaults and nuisances of like 
character, but having practically no backing up, I have let 
them go. 

There has been a little Diarrhpea among children, of the 
usual green apple, summer variety, but nothing at all serious 
and nothing calling for special attention. We have no con- 
tagious cases, and I think there has been nothing to report. 

New London: Dr. J. K, Moore, Health Officer. Population 
2,175. Board of Health organized. The city has nine flow- 
ing wells which furnish drinking water to most of the 
residents. No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances 
adopted. We have three inspectors who have been very 
energetic in looking after the sanitary condition of the 
city and its immediate surroundings. They have served 
since May last. Streets, alleys, public places and buildings 
generally are in excellent shape and much work has been 
done in the direction of cleaning out private vaults, cess 
jjOoIs and similar nuisances. This work was carried on all 
through the summer and I do not think that there is now 
an offensive case in the city. 

Simple Diarrhoea was quite prevalent during August, but 
thfjre was no other forni of sickness noted and no conta- 
gious cases are known at present. Such cases are reported 
Y/ht'.n they occur. 

W>^c;pACA {city): Dr. D. L. Manchester Health Officer. 
f'opiilation 2,000. Board of Health organized. Water sup- 
ply taken from wells, the average depth of which is thirty 
U'A'X. (Ordinances have been adopted for the prevention of 
nijiHarices of any kind, and providing for the summary re- 
moval and abatement of anything of that nature at the 
4^4 mi of the pereon responsible for its creation. Very soon 
ixlU'.r itH organization last spring the Board of Health made 
$% (i^jfMonal and thorough examination of all parts of the 
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ity, public and private, and all nuisances were at that time 

oted and reported to the proper authorities for removal. 

Streets, alleys, thoroughfares, back-yards and all other 

3)lace9 received attention, and to-day it is doubtful whether 

a.ny city in the State is in better condition than the city of 

Waupaca. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or similar form of disease, 
and there is no contagious sickness here now. The law re- 
ferred to is very generally observed in this locality. 

WAUSHARA COUNTY. 

Aurora: D, C. Evans, Population 977. Board of Health 
organized (but not reported to the State Board for this year). 
Water supply comes mostly from fountains. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. The only san- 
itary work done has been to see that all carcasses are buried 
in proper time. 

There has been no prevalent disease and there is now 
nothing of contagious character. Contagious cases are re- 
ported when they occur. 

RiCHFORD: W. Lilly, Health Officer, Board of Health 
organized. Water supply comes from wells and springs. 
Have no hospital building, but could readily procure one 
should need occur. No sanitary ordinances adopted. I 
have made a partial inspection of the town, which is in very 
fair sanitary condition both as regards public and private 
premises and places. 

There has been but very little sickness in the town of late 
and none at all of contagious character. 

Wautoma: Dr, F, W. Younglove, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation about 500. Board of Health organized. Water sup- 
ply from driven wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted. No sanitary work done because none 
was deemed necessary. Like all country places the privies 
here have simply ground vaults and when those are filled 
they are either emptied or abandoned, the fecal matters in 
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the latter case being left in the ground, with a slight cover- 
ing of earth. It is probable that the danger arising from 
this source is somewhat lessened by the general use of 
driven wells. 

There has been no disease of any of the types mentioned, 
and there is at present none of contagious character. The 
requirements of the law are not met in this locality. 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY. 

Black Wolf: O. Geiger, Clerk, Population 849. Board 
of Health organized. No public water supply; drinking 
water obtained from wells. No permanent hospital build- 
ing, but the local board can always provide for emergencies* 
No eanitary ordinances adopted, but the board is always on 
the alert, and will not suffer the establishment or mainten- 
ance of any nuisance within the town. There has been no 
special sanitary work done or inspection made, but the mem- 
bers of the board are pretty well acquainted with all exist- 
ing conditions, public and private, and it is known that there 
are no accumulations of filth anywhere in the town that can 
endanger health. 

There has been no form of disease of the kind referred to 
in your circular prevalent here during this summer, and 
there is now no contagious disease whatever. No reports 
have been made to this Board by any physician. 

Clayton: C, W. Cook, Health Officer. Population 1,314. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply; water 
for drinking purposes furnished by cisterns, wells and 
springs. We have no hospital building of our own, but; 
could in an emergency avail ourselves of one belonging to 
an adjacent town. No sanitary ordinances adopted. No 
special sanitary work done, because we are removed from 
any great centre of population or routes of travel, and our 
main reliance is on the general intelligence of our peoplo 
and their desire to avoid disease. Our school house vaults 
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ndoubtedly need cleaning, and the same thing is true of 

ost privy vaults on private premises. 

No Diarrhoeal forms of disease have prevailed hereabouts, 

nd there is no contagious sickness at present. ShoiTld 

uch cases occur I think they would be reported. 

Menasha (iot(;7i) : T. B. Blair, Clerk. Population 698. No 

card of Health has been organized this year. The matter 

~~^^?vas referred to the town board but no action was taken 

hereon. Water supply comes from wells ranging in depth 

rom eight to forty feet. No hospital building. No sanitary 

-^Drdinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. The town 

^s wholly a farming community of widely separated dwel- 

Hings, and there has been no apparent necessity for work of 

i;he kind indicated, except in one instance, in the case of a 

rendering establishment, and another, a complaint in regard 

to the disposal of the carcass of a horse. The town board 

acted in both these. I have no knowledge of any nuisance 

existing on private premises; at any rate no complaint has 

been made. 

There have been no cases of Diarrhoea, Dysentery, etc., to 
my knowledge, and none of contagious disease. There are 
no physicians resident in the town. 

Menasha {city) : Dr. G. W. Dodge, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 3,827. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; water for household use is obtained from wells. 
No hospital building. Sanitary ordinances have been 
adopted forbidding the sale or exposure for sale of unwhole- 
some meats, vegetables or provisions; prohibiting the plac- 
ing of rubbish, filth, or any offensive or unsightly matters 
upon streets, alleys, or public places; prohibiting slaughter- 
houses, and slaughtering within the city, regulating meat 
markets, breweries, distilleries, and other forms of business 
that may give rise to offence, together with pig-pens, stables, 
cattle-yards, poultry-houses, etc.; directing the proper 
care of water-closets and privies and requiring vaults to b^ 
cleansed at stated times, and making the health officer f 
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city marshal responsible for the enforcement of the ordi- 
nances, and for the sanitary examination of any and all 
premises and buildings. Proper penalties are of course pro- 
vided for any violation of sanitary regulations. Public no- 
tice was given requiring a general thorough cleansing of 
all premises, yards, barn-yards, stables, privies, etc., which 
was accordingly effectively done. The whole health board, 
five members in alL acted as inspectors, examining all parts 
of the city, public and private. At one of the hotels the 
privy vault is very foul, notwithstanding it has been cleaned 
twice during the present season; it is built of brick and the 
bricks are so completely saturated with filth that it is prob- 
able that nothing short of the entire destruction of the vault 
will serve to remove the stench. With this exception there 
is nothing objectionable in the condition of any of our pub- 
lic buildings or places. On private places there are several 
pig-pens that should be removed, and the owners have been 
required to move them. Application will soon be made to 
the common council for an ordinance prohibiting pig -pens 
in the city altogether, since with the means at command it 
is quite impossible to keep them from being offensive espe- 
cially during hot weather. 

Diarrhoea, Dysentery and Typhoid have, I think, been less 
frequent than usual, and there is no case of contagious 
disease in the city at present. Such cases are properly 
reported when they occur. 

Neenah (town): S, B.Hill, Clerk. Population 600. No 
Board of Health has been organized this year. Water sup- 
ply chiefly from wells. No hospital building. No sanitary 
ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work of any kind 
done. No report on existing sanitary conditions. No 
prevalent disease. No reports of contagious cases. 

Neenah {city): Dr. J. R. Barnett, Health Officer. Popu- 
lation 5,000. Board of Health organized. No public water 
supply; wells and occasionally the river afford the only 
water used. No hospital building. Ordinances have been 
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dopted regulating slaughter-houses and other offensive 

aces of business; providing for cleansing of water-closets, 

rivies, and all other sources of filth; requiring the seclu- 

ion of all persons affected by contagious disease, reports of 

ch cases by the attending physician, reports of all deaths 

-therefrom within three hours after their occurence, and the 

"private burial of the corpses under the direction of the Board 

of Health. Ordinances for the construction of sewers have 

"been adopted, and some of the sewers have already been 

'Completed while others are in course of construction; the 

sewers already laid are constantly flooded with a stream of 

water taken from the river at a pressure of eight feet head. 

In addition to the work done in the way of sewerage and the • 

enforcement of the ordinances above enumerated, a general 

system of scavenging at the expense of the city has been 

a.dopted, a systematic inspection of all premises, public and 

private, has been made before cleaning up and afterward, 

t^vo officers having been engaged in this work; the drainage 

of house slops into street gutters has been prohibited and 

"tlie paper mills have been obliged to blow off their bleaches 

Xander water. With very few exceptions our streets, alleys, 

"fchoroughf ares and public places are in good sanitary condi- 

"tion. There are on private premises some wells that are too 

:^:iear privy vaults and other sources of contamination, but 

"taken as a whole our city was never before in so cleanly a 

<;ondition, and never so healthy. I can recall no fatal case 

of late that sanitation could have averted. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or Typhoid Fever, 
and there is nothing of contagious disease other than a few 
cases of mild Diphtheria. The requirements of the law are 
generally complied with hare as respects the report of con- 
tagious diseases. 

Omro {village): M. G. Bradt, Clerk. Population 1,500. 
Board of Health organized. No public water supply. No 
hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted. 
Streets, alleys, cess-pools and out-houses have been over- 
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hauled and cleaned up under direction of the health oflScer, 
who reports that the sanitary condition of the -village is 
good. 

No Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Typhoid Fever or contagious 
disease of any kind. The health oflScer, Dr. Daniells, says 
that physicians have, so far, been prompt to report cases of 
contagious disease, in accordance with the requirements of 
the law. 

OsHKOSH, (city) : Dr, W, A. Gordon, Health Officer. Board 
of Health organized. Water supply partly furnished by a 
company, from deep Artesian wells, partly from private 
wells of the same kind, partly from flowing fountains and 
very largely from common wells; the water from the deep 
wells of the company has been examined and found free 
from any organic impurity; that of the deep private wells is 
probably equally good though no examination has ever been 
made to my knowledge, and the water from the common 
wells, the average depth of which is about fourteen feet, is 
as bad as could be expected f roDd wells dug in the soil of a 
large city where thousands of privy vaults exist to leach 
into the ground and contaminate the water with the vilest 
of all possible filth. The sanitary conditions of the public 
school buildings are reported as good, especially as regard 
ventilation; on private premises there are many privy vaults 
which should receive attention, or better still, be abolished 
altogether; many of the wells should be condemned and filled 
up, and there are other matters that need improvement at 
the hands of the local health board, but which cannot be 
properly supervised for wanjb of necessary funds. A few 
weeks visitation from some such disease as Small Pox would 
cost the city a sum far larger than would suflBce to vaccinate 
all unprotected persons within its limits, and to place it in a 
sanitary condition such as would render it diflBcult for any 
disease to obtain an extensive foothold. 

There have been very few cases of Diarrhoea or Dysentery 
and fewer still of Typhoid Fever. Measles is quite preva- 
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Jent, and Scarlet Fever somewhat 'so, though the cases are 
scattered and of not very frequent occurrence. The law 
requiring physicians to make report of cases of contagious 
<lisease is generally observed in this city. 

RusHFORD: if. M. Lincoln Clerk, Population; including 
"tillages of Eureka and Waukau 1,809. Water is obtained 
cm wells and fountains. No hospital building. No sani- 
ry ordinances adopted. No systematic work done, and no 
^tispection undertaken. Where nuisances have been com- 
lained of, as for instance dead carcasses have been left 
nburied, the supervisors have had the matter attended to, 
hen the individual responsible has not done so. 
The season has been a generally healthy one; no 
iarrhoea. Dysentery, etc., and no contagious disease. Such 
iseases are reported when they do occur. 
"Winchester: P. N. Lund Health Officer. Board of 
ealth organized. No public water supply; water furnished 
y ivells and springs. No hospital building. No sanitary 
"^iDrdinances adopted. The only sanitary work done has been 
he cleaning of cellars, privy vaults, and the like when such 
leaning was necessary. By direction of the board of 
health I made a systematic inspection of the town in con- 
:iiection with the taking of the census, and on the observa- 
tions then made the orders for the work above noted were 
Hbased; the work included the removal of privy vaults, pig- 
pens, etc., where necessary, as well as their cleansing. 
There is a small stream known as Rat river running through 
the town, which at times becomes very offensive, but apart 
from this there is no stagnant water, and our thoroughfares, 
ordinary country roads, are in fair condition. Private prem- 
ises also are in very good shape, taken on the whole; barn 
yards have been cleaned by order of the board, and we know 
of no conditions at present that can endanger health. 

There has been no Diarrhoea, Dysentery or similar form 
of disease, and there is no contagious sickness here at pres- 
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ent. The law to which your last question refers is very gen- 
erally observed. 

Wolf River: A, Neuschaeffer, Clerk, Population 906. 
Board of Health organized. Water supply from wells, arte- 
sian and common. No hospital building belonging to the 
town, but, should need occur, one could readily be secured. 
The only ordinance of a sanitary kind is one requiring the 
report of contagious diseases to the board of health. No 
systematic work done and no inspection made. No stag- 
nant water except on marshes near the river. Wet cellars 
are the worst and most frequent unsanitary condition 
known to exist on private premises. 

There has been no Diarrhoea or disease of like nature, and 
there is no contagious disease among us now. Our physi- 
cians report all cases of dangerous disease to the board. 

WOOD COUNTY. 

(}kand Rapids (city) : Dr, G, F. Witter. Board of Health 
organized. No public water supply. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted. An extensive system of 
drainage has been perfected by which about 1,400 acres in 
extent has been materially improved, and cellars which 
w(}re always damp, or which had water standing in them 
have been relieved, and the good results of which are sure to 
1)0 felt in the near future to a greater extent than at pres- 
ent. 

A general inspection of the whole city has been made, es- 
p(?cial attention having been paid to the vaults, privies, etc., 
in connection with our public buildings which are now in 
<5Xcollent condition. In some cases the owners have been 
c()rnj)elled to remove privies, and there are yet other in- 
Htanccs where the conditions should be improved. The peo- 
ple as a general thing are ready to co-operate, and the 
roHults will, in the course of a short time, be most salutary. 

Marshfield: Dr. W. H. Budge, Health Officer. Popula- 
lation 2,092, Board of Health organized. No public water 



State Board op Health. 275 

Reports from Local Health Boards. 

supply. Water for all purposes is obtained from wells. No 
iii-ospital building. No general sanitary ordinances adopted, 
ut special orders have been made requiring the general 
leansing of certain localities, which orders were obeyed 
ough not as thoroughly as they should have been-. There 
as as yet been nothing like systematic inspection or a def- 
nite plan of sanitary work. We have been draining and 
Fading as far as the limited means at our command would al- 
low, and we have done excellent work. There are yet, how- 
^^ver, stagnant water pools which must wait for funds. On 
3)rivate premises there are many vaults that ought to be 
<5leaned, but I do not think that there are any which endan- 
ger the water supply; the soil is a heavy and very retentive 
clay through which water cannot readily make its way. We 
have an element of great diflBculty in the large foreign pro- 
portion of our population, who cannot be convinced that 
living in filthy conditions is unhealthful, and among whom 
there are many kickers. 

We have had a few cases of Diarrhoea and Dysentery, but 
none of Typhoid Fever; there has been no contagious dis- 
ease, and, on the whole, the season has been one of unusual 
good health — better than for several years past. Con- 
tagious cases are reported as the case requires. 

PiTTSViLLE: Dr. M. P. Pomeroy, Health Officer. Popula- 
tion 534. Board of Health organized. No public water sup- 
ply; water obtained from wells and springs. No hospital 
building. No sanitary ordinances adopted and no sanitary 
^vork done. I have made some inspection and consider the 
conditions of the village as good on the whole. 

There have been a few cases of Dysentery, but nothing 
serious; no contagious disease at all. Contagious cases are 
properly reported, 

Saratoga: M. McDonald, Clerh. Population 314. No 
Board of Health has ever been organized in this town. 
Water supply from springs and wells. No hospital building. 
No sanitary ordinances adopted, and no sanitary work done. 
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The population of this town is very small and scattered, and 
during a residence of thirty years I have never known of a 
case of contagious disease in the place. 

There i^ rarely a case of sickness of any kind, aud none 
of the forms mentioned have been present at all. 

Rock: J, O, Hart, Health Officer. Board of Health or- 
ganized. No public water supply; water taken from wells. 
No hospital building. No sanitary ordinances adopted, and 
no systematic work done. The board has, however, kept an 
eye on matters of cleanliness, and has given such notices as 
seemed necessary. In one case in particular, that of a mill 
on the outskirts of the settlement, which was not kept in as 
cleanly a condition as it should be, in regard to its well, the 
owner was notified to put his premises in better order. 

No contagious disease or other serious form of sickness in 
the town this year, and therefore no reports have been made. 

SUMMARY. 

Adams Co. Comparatively little sanitary work has been 
done here except in a single township, under the necessity 
created by the presence of Diphtheria. One health officer 
thinks it very doubtful if there is a building in the whole 
county in which a stranger, unfortunately attacked by con- 
tagious disease could be lodged for treatment, while another 
probably voices the general feeling when he says that 
•^ having been favored in the past they are disposed to trust 
to Providence in ihe future." 

Ashland Co. The reports from this county are few, the 
population of the county being concentrated in a few towns. 
They are, however, quite satisfactory, and show that an 
earnest effort is being made to put the localities from which 
they come in a condition that will render it difficult for dis- 
ease to get any very firm foothold therein, although the lack 
of any place wherein a case of Small Pox or other conta- 
gious disease might be promptly placed is a grave deficiency. 
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Barron Co. In this locality there seems to have been a 
very general prevalence of Diarrhoea and Dysenteric 
troubles during the summer, and the reports as a whole do 
not convey a favorable idea of the estimation in which 
practical sanitation is held. A number of towns report 
that hospital accommodations' are provided, and that any 
case of contagious disease that may make its appearance 
can be promptly cared for, this fact being probably due to 
the lesson taught two or three years ago by the appearance 
and rapid spread of Small Pox in Barron and adjacent 
counties. In addition to the diseases above named, Diph- 
theria, Scarlet Fever and Typhoid Fever appear to be more 
or less prevalent. But little or nothing is being done by the 
local authorities, in whose hands the power of prevention 
lies. Says one late health oflScer, who reports that he re- 
signed for the lack of any remuneration, " It is not believed 
that the local authorities intend to do wrong, but they have 
no adequate idea of the necessity for sanitary work, or of 
the risk incurred by the existing condition of things, and of 
this lack of knowledge we are likely to see the results in 
the near future." 

Bayfield Co. The town of Bayfield is the only one re- 
porting from this county, and the health board here seems 
to have given some attention to sanitation. The inspection 
made, however, only embraced public places and thorough- 
fares, and, while these have been duly cared for, little seems 
to have _been done on private premises. What has been 
done appears to have been well done. 

Brown Co. Much good work has been done here, and 
nearly all of the more important cities and towns have shown 
commendable activity in sanitary matters. This is notably 
the case in the city of Green Bay, where a very thorough 
system of sanitation is gradually being introduced, in De- 
pere, where the health oflBcer reports that a house to house 
inspection has been made, in Wrightstown and elsewhere. 
It is earnestly to be hoped that the good examples thus set 
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will be widely followed. There is, however, in this county, 
as elsewhere, a strong disposition to wait for the occurrence 
of contagious disease before taking any steps for its pre- 
vention. Report is quite frequently made to the effect that 
^^ no contagious disease has occurred and therefore no sani- 
tary work has been deemed necessary." 

Buffalo Co. Here also some good work has been re- 
ported, from the larger places more particularly. Alma and 
Fountain City, the former especially, show some apprecia- 
tion of the value of sanitation, but in a majority of the 
places reporting, fear of the cost has stood in the way. For 
such places the lesson given by the epidemic of Typhoid 
Fever at Plymouth, Pa., furnishes a most instructive lesson. 

Burnett Co. Very little has been done here and the out- 
look for any immediate improvement does not appear to be 
promising. The territory however is still largely covered 
with timber, the settlements are few and sparsely populated, 
and the settlers generally are of the pioneer class. 

Calumet Co. Brillion makes a report that is on the whole 
satisfactory. The other towns reporting are waiting for the 
stimulus furnished by some outbreak of disease. 

Chippewa Co. The reports from the more important 
places here are generally favorable. In nearly all of them 
the health officer is awake to the value of preventive work, 
and has used bis personal influence with those with whom 
ho has come in contact in favor of sanitary work, without 
waiting for any formal action by the local board. The 
nowly organized village of South Chippewa has a very good 
cod(^ of sanitary ordinances which only neejds enforcement 
to k(Jop the village in good condition, and to prevent much 
in the way of disease. 

(>LARK Co. Here also a certain amount of sanitary work 
luiH been done, the health boards having shown a determina- 
tion that their orders shall be obeyed especially in the re- 
moval of noxious matters from public places and thorough- 
fares. Such work as this is among the most difficult and 



State Board of Health. 279 



Reports from Local Health Boards, 



disagreeable that a board of health is called upon to do, and 
those boards which insist on obedience to orders given after 
due inquiry and consideration are entitled to much credit 
and to the thanks of the comrbunities in whose interests 
they are acting. 

Columbia Co. Here are some instances of thorough going 
sanitary work, prominent among which is that reported 
from Kilbourne City by the Health OflBcer and the Clerk of 
the Board of Health. This village is among the most im- 
portant of the State from the large number of visitors who 
annually gather there as the point from which access may 
be had to the Dalles of the Wisconsin. For many years 
little or nothing was done to improve the sanitary condi- 
tions or the village, but of late most energetic steps have 
been taken to that end. A fairly good code of ordinances 
has been adopted and enforced. In the village and town of 
Lodi the health officers have worked together for the mani- 
fest advantage of both organizations. In Otsego and Poy- 
nette good work has been done. Portage an important 
railroad center, is reported as being in good condition al- 
though little work has been thought needful. 

Crawford Co. The reports from this locality show that 
good work has been done in several localities; in the city of 
Prairie du Chien a code of sanitary ordinances has been es- 
tablished and enforced, and the city placed in a very satis- 
factory condition. Several of the smaller places also make 
very good reports. 

Dane Co. The reports from this county, as a general 
thing, show a neglect of any and all sanitary precautions, 
and conditions that must result disastrously in the event of 
a visitation from Cholera or other similar disease. In one or 
two of the smaller towns something has been done, and in 
one instance (Mazomanie) a new Health Board has been 
organized and better things are promised in the near f uture> 
but the accounts generally are not of a character to give 
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confidence in the continued immunity of the people of Dane 
Co. from serious disease. 

Dodge Co. Some good work has been done here, notably 
at Mayville, Watertown, Westford and Juneau, but the 
feeling of a large proportion of the health officers appears 
to be that neither the boards or public sentiment will sup- 
port them in doing much that ought to be done, and that 
they are therefore practically powerless. Some strong in- 
stances of the need of sanitary work are given. 

Door Co. But little work seems to have beenv accom- 
plished here, the city of Sturgeon Bay being about the only 
place where sanitary ordinances have been adopted, or 
where the conditions are even an approximation to what 
they should be. Indifference seems to be the rule. 

Douglas Co. Superior is the only town organization as 
yet reported in this county. A sanitary code has been 
adopted here that is tolerably comprehensive and its en- 
forcement placed in the hands of the local police authorities. 
The results seem to be reasonably good so far as streets, 
thoroughfares and public places generally are concerned, 
but no means are provided for any inspection of private 
premises, some of which apparently need regulation. 

Dunn County. In Menomonie, the most important place 
in this county, some very good work has been accomplished, 
and the city is reported as being in excellent condition, both 
as to public and private premises. In smaller places, also, 
the health oflBcers have been active and seem to have the 
support of their boards. On the whole, the prospect here 
appears encouraging. 

Eau Claire County. From the city of Eau Claire we re- 
gret that no report has been made. Elsewhere in the county, 
except in the town of Fairchild, where a general inspection 
has been had and some very good work done, there seems to 
have been little or nothing attempted, the feeling being that 
it is a time of general good health, and that therefore noth- 
ing need be done. Several of the health oflBcers recognize 
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the fallacy of this notion, but even these have done nothing 
to show the danger of the let-alone policy adopted. 

Florence Co. Only one of the two towns in this county has 
reported, but the report is a very satisfactory one. In view of 
the existence of Small Pox in an adjoining county, the town 
authorities very wisely offered to provide for the vaccination 
of all unprotected persons resident there, and gave public no- 
tice to that effect. The whole town was thoroughly cleansed 
and measures were taken by which the maintenance of 
the cleanliness thus obtained should be assured. In all san- 
itary respects the town of Commonwealth has set an exam- 
ple worthy of being followed by much more important 
places. 

Fond du Lac Co. In the city and town of Fond du Lac 
the sanitary conditions are reported as being very good; in 
both systematic inspection is said to have been made with 
good results. In Ripon township a careful survey is also re- 
ported, and the health oflBcer has the support of his board 
and of the residents generally. From the city of Ripon the re- 
port is on the whole favorable, but the sanitary ordinances 
forwarded from thence bear date some twenty years ago, 
and are hardly in accordance with the ideas of sanitarians 
in 1885. From the city of Waupun we have accounts of 
some of the best sanitary work yet undertaken in the state, 
and the further progress of the experiment there entered 
upon will be watched with interest. 

Grant Co. At Beetown, Boscobel, Lancaster and Platte- 
ville excellent work has been done in the way of general 
sanitation, and the health officers of all four places are ap- 
parently working hard to put the places under their super- 
vision in the best practical condition. In nearly or quite all 
these places difficulties have been encountered which will 
require time, patience and energy, with not a little tact to 
overcome, but there is no reason to doubt that as the work 
is done and the benefits resulting become more and more ap- 
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parent, cleanliness will triumph over dirt and disease with 
all their formidable allies. 

Green Co. From the most important place of this county- 
Monroe, we have no report. At Brodhead, Cadiz, Jordan, 
Exeter and Spring Green more or less systematic work has 
been done, while elsewhere the proper authorities seem to 
be quite indifferent. 

Green Lake Co. Few reports have been received from 
this county, and those few indicate that no very important 
work has been done; the same remark will apply to Iowa 
and La Fayette counties. 

Jackson Co. At Black River Falls, Irving and Manches- 
ter some good work has been done, especially in connection 
with the sanitation of the public school-houses, although 
other matters have not been overlooked. Elsewhere with 
perhaps the exception of Hixton and Springfield, in both of 
which towns the health oflBcers have made some inspections, 
little if anything has been done. 

Jefferson Co. At Fort Atkinson important regulations 
have been adopted and enforced requiring the prompt and 
private burial of the bodies of those dead from contagious 
disease, the report of all cases of such disease, either by the 
physician or by some member of the household, and the 
exclusion of all inmates of a dwelling where such disease 
exists from all public assemblies for the time being. Good 
sanitary work is reported from Jefferson and Lake Mills. 
In the town of Sumner the plan has been adopted of assign- 
ing a certain part of the town to each member of the health 
board for general supervision, and the system seems to work 
satisfactorily. 

Juneau Co. In Marion, Mauston and New Lisbon the 
Health OflBcers have been energetic and active, and some 
very satisfactory work has been accomplished in all three 
places. Elsewhere in the county the health organizations 
seem to be purely perfunctory organizations and nothing 
whatever has been done in the way of protective work. 
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Kenosha Co. Little in the way of sanitary work has been 
reported from this county. 

Kewaunee County. Special commendation is due to the 
local board of health of the town of Carleton^ all of whom 
are n on- professional men, for doing the best they could un- 
der very discouraging circumstances and exercising sound 
common sense in the absence of professional advice. When 
the board was organized a physician was appointed as 
health officer who very soon left the board in the lurch 
without any notice, further than a disclaimer of any official 
or other connection with the local board in answer to some 
inquiry from the State Board of Health. Under these cir- 
cumstances a layman was induced to accept the post of 
health officer, and the story of some of his work and that 
of the board is very well told in the report as given in its 
proper place. Some good work has been done in Kewaunee 
also, and a good sanitary code adopted there. One feature 
of this code should be incorporated into the general laws 
of this state, and until this is done, all cities of the state at 
least should adopt a similar regulation as a part of their 
local sanitary requirements. In the event of any death a 
burial permit must be obtained, which permit must be based 
either on the certificate of the attendant physician or that 
of the health officer, who is required to visit any dwelling 
where a death has occurred without the attendance of a 
physician, and to ascertain all the facts connected therewith 
so far as practicable, his fees for so doing being paid from 
the city treasury. 

La Crosse Co. Some good work has been done in the city 
of La Crosse, where as in some other villages and cities, 
pig pens have been confined to certain specific limits and 
declared public nuisances liable to summary abatement in 
all other places. A more radical course would be wiser in 
all our cities considering the almost insuperable difficulty of 
keeping such places even passably clean. Reports from 
other parts of this county are somewhat meagre. 
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Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon and Sawyer Cos. In 
these counties the larger part of the land is still covered with 
woods, and the population is for the most part widely scat- 
tered. Antigo, Merrill and Wausiau are the only important 
cities, and the first is the only one from which any report 
that we are allowed to publish has been received. The re- 
port is not a creditable one as regards the sanitary condition 
of this new city which has sprung up in the midst of the 
wilderness in a way that is almost without precedent in the 
history of Wisconsin, and which presents problems of pe- 
culiar diflBculty to the sanitarian. Still a movement has 
been made both in Antigo and neighboring smaller places 
for the restriction of disease; prosecutions have been insti- 
tuted for violation of the state laws relating to contagious 
disease and for disobedience of instructions given by the 
health officers in the same connection; at least one of these 
prosecutions has resulted in the conviction and punishment 
of the offender. From a small town in Marathon county 
also, we have a report of the prosecution and conviction of 
an offender against the local health ordinances, so that even 
in these sparsely populated, pioneer counties it is evident 
that there is springing up a sentiment in favor of the en- 
f orcement of sanitary laws. 

Manitowoc Co. In Manitowoc City, Maple Grove and 
the city of Two Rivers some good sanitary work has 
been done. From the remainder of this county the reports 
are too meagre to afford very much information. 

Marinette Co. Small Pox has occurred at Marinette but 
has been very judiciously handled and prevented from 
spreading to anv great extent. Elsewhere in the county the 
conditions are very similar to those existing in Lincoln, 
Marathon and other neighboring counties. 

Marquette Co. At Montello and Packwaukee inspec- 
tions more or less complete have been made and sanitary 
codes adopted. Elsewhere little active work seems to 
have been done by health authorities. 
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Milwaukee Co. The smaller towns in this county have in 
some instances done a fair amount of work; some parties from 
the city of Milwaukee have attempted to use these places 
as dumping-grounds for filth and refuse which they were 
obliged to remove from the city: self protection has there- 
fore compelled the adoption of sanitary ordinances and the 
appointment of sanitary inspectors and health officers, which 
precaution might otherwise not have been taken. 

Monroe Co. The reports from this county vary consider- 
ably in character and tone, but from the more important 
places they are generally satisfactory. Especially is this 
the case from Sparta, where the local health board has been 
very energetic in inforcing cleanliness, and in compelling 
obedience from the few who were disposed to resist its 
authority. At La Grange the plan has been adopted of 
assigning a district to the personal supervision of each mem- 
ber of the local health board. From Glendale and Ridgeville 
also good showings are made. 

Oconto Co. The larger part of this county resembles 
Lincoln, Marathon and the other forest counties of which 
indeed it forms a part. From the southern and more thickly 
populated portion the accounts are on the whole good. In 
both town and city of Oconto satisfactory work has been 
done, and from the town of Stiles comes a story showing 
what might without difficulty be accomplished elsewhere. 

Outagamie Co. Comparatively little has been done here 
in the way of sanitary work outside of the city of Appleton, 
the general feeling seeming to be that the district is healthy, 
little if any sickness being prevalent, and that therefore 
little if anything need be done. The exceptions to this state 
of things are in the towns of Black Creek and Centre and 
the city of Seymour, in all three of which some work has 
been done. 

Ozaukee Co. Here also but little seems to have been ac- 
complished in the way of substantial sanitary work. Cedar- 
burg has been in a transition state from a town or village 
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to a city government, and has a newly appointed health 
board and health. pflScer, who seem disposed to do good 
work, if properly supported. Fredonia has reported a cer- 
tain amount of work in connection with the isolation of 
contagious disease, and the town of Port Washington has 
taken some measures toward securing general cleanliness, 
and has urged such measures on the attention of the resi- 
dents with regard to their own private premises. 

Pepin Co. With the single exception of the village of 
Pepin for which a good report is made, there appears to be 
almost absolute indifference to sanitary or unsanitary con- 
ditions in this county. 

Pierce and Polk Cos. In both these counties there has 
been comparatively little done after the formal organization 
of local boards of health, the general feeling seeming to be 
that there is little need of action in the absence of contagious 
•or epidemic disease. Oak Grove and Trenton in Pierce Co., 
and Apple River, Georgetown, Lincoln, Luck^ and Sterling 
in Polk Co. are the exceptions to this statement as some- 
thing has been attempted in these towns either by the health 
officer on his own responsibility or by the direction of the 
local board. 

Portage Co. Very little interest in sanitary work is 
shown in any part of this county, and no attempt whatever 
seems to have been made either to obtain any knowledge of 
existing sanitary conditions or to make any improvement 
in them. 

l^jticE Co. The only report made from the county shows 
an earnest effort on the part of the health board and health 
officer to put their town in good sanitary condition in all re- 
Hp<5ctH. This county is one of the forest counties, nearly or 
-<juit<j all the settled towns and villages lying on the line of 
tlio Wisconsin Central railroad, and the large majority be- 
\uU pioneer settlements, with a strong and hardy population 
mnong whom sickness is a rare visitation. 
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Racine Co. In this county the most important, place is 
the city of Racine, and here excellent work has been done 
a.nd is still in progress. The record is an excellent one and 
it is earnestly to be hoped that notions of false economy 
^will not prevail, and that the work already inaugurated will 
"Jbe supported and helped on to satisfactory results. Else- 
^where in the county little aggressive sanitary work has been 
attempted. 

Richland Co. In the towns of Bloom, Dayton and Orion 
the health boards and health officers appear to be awake to 
the importance of their work and desirous of doing all that 
they can to improve the sanitary conditions within their 
jurisdictions. In Dayton the water supply has received at- 
tention especially, and in all three places general sanitation 
has been brought to the attention of the residents. 

Rock Co. Some very good work is reported from this 
oounty, particularly from Beloit, Edgerton, Evansville, Clin- 
"ton, Milton and Spring Valley. In other places not so much 
'activity has been manifested, but the showing upon the 
"^^hole is fair. 

St. Croix Co. In the city of Hudson some very thorough 
"work has been done, and some radical sanitary ordinances 
Tiave been adopted. The health officer appears to be sup- 
ported by the authorities and by the general public senti- 
ment. Baldwin, New Richmond, Star Prairie, and other 
localities in this county have watchful health officers who 
have done good work. 

Sauk Co. From Baraboo, Ironton, La Valle, Merrimack, 
Reedsburg, and other places in this county come reports of 
sanitary work more or less extensive, the chief difficulty 
here as elsewhere being the want of appreciation of the 
great value of such work on the part of the majority of the 
people for whose benefit the work is done. 

Shawano Co. In several places in this county visitations 
of contagious disease have been the occasions of action on 
the part of the local health boards, and in other localities 
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steps have been taken looking to the removal or prevention 
of nuisances threatening health and comfort. Belle Plaiiio, 
Green Valley, and Shawano, are in the list of towns where 
work of this kind has been done. In some of the remain- 
ing townships indifference and inaction have been the rules. 
It must be said, however, in partial justification of these 
places, that their territory is large and thinly populated, and 
that the health boards and health oflBcers are generally 
laymen engaged in active business, so that they have 
neither the time nor the knowledge required for the pecu- 
liar and intricate duties devolving on them. 

Sheboygan Co. Lima, Plymouth and Sheboygan Falls 
are the only places in this county from which any report of 
sanitary work is made, and such work has apparently been 
confined to matters that were immediately pressing. 

Tavi/^r Co. This is to a great extent one of the wood- 
land counties, and the population of the few settlements is 
Hcanty and widely scattered. Hence little if any sanitary 
work has seemed needful and little has been done. 

Tkkmj'Ealkau Co. Burnside, Gale and Lincoln are the 
principal towns here where anything in the way of sanitary 
work ha8 been attempted. 

VkjinonCo. So far as reports have been received from 
til in locality, practically nothing seems to have been done. 

W A r. WORTH Co. Bloomfield, Delavan, Elkhorn and White- 
w/it^;r r^jport more or less activity on the part of their health 
IiouhIh and health oncers the last mentioned place making 
a vi*ry good exhibit under somewhat adverse circum- 

W A niiiM;RX Co. The only town reporting in this county 
In orM? that suffered very severely a few years ago from an 
\\\\i\trt'nk of Small Pox, and the lesson then learned does not 
NM^'fM U9 have been wholly forgotten. The town has a hos- 
\\\Ui\ f#uilding ready for use, and a special policeman, whose 
duly li IH to look after the general cleanliness of the place, 
)\M h^^f^ appointed for the village. Older and larger com- 
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munities might do something of the same kind with advan- 
tage. 

Washington and Waukesha Cos, In these two counties 
the feeling seems to be of general satisfaction with existing: 
sanitary conditions, and of indisposition to make any decided 
movement toward bettering them. It is possible that the- 
territory included in them is not susceptible of improvement^ 
and it is true that the occurrence of contagious or other ser- 
ious disease in the locality appears to be of infrequent oc- 
currence, but the dream of security has been so often roughly 
dispelled, and careful inspection has so often shown the 
existence of exceedingly bad conditions where nothing of 
the kind had been suspected, that it is to be feared that the 
complacent feeling just referred to has but a frail founda- 
tion in reality. 

Waupaca Co. From the more important places in this 
county, New London and Waupaca, come accounts of very 
satisfactory work. The former was long the seat of Diph- 
theria of malignantv type, and the latter has suffered from 
the same disease and from others which have spread in the 
absence of any competent authority to arrest them and 
quarantine their carriers. . Both places have apparently 
learned the lesson taught at such heavy cost, and have 
adopted measures which, if faithfully carried out, as they 
seem to be at present, will go far to prevent the recurrence 
of experiences so sad and so costly. Some of the smaller 
towns have followed the good example given by these two 
places, while in others little or nothing has been done. 

Waushara Co. In this county scarcely anything worthy 
of the name of sanitary work has been accomplished. 

Winnebago Co. From this county we have reports that 

are on the whole very satisfactory. The cities of Menasha 

and Neenah have active and eflBcient health oflBcers, and 

sanitary codes, tolerably comprehensive in character, have 

been adopted and enforced in both places. Among the reg- 
19-H. 
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ulations here (and in several other places in the state) is one 
by which the burial of all corpses dead from contagious dis- 
ease is put under the control of the Board of Health, and 
all exposure of such bodies forbidden. A very common 
cause of the spread of such disease is thus brought under 
K5ontrol. In the city of Oshkosh also, much is being accom- 
plished for the preservation of the public health and for the 
sanitary improvement of the city. Ordinances have been 
adopted regulating slaughter houses and other offensive 
places of business, and providing for an oversight of these 
and of all other matters from which nuisances may origin- 
ate. In some of the smaller places also the health boards 
have been active. Black Wolf, Omro and Winchester may 
be mentioned as among these. 

Wood Co. Grand Rapids and Marshfield are the most 
important points in this county, and in both good work is 
reported as having already been done, while more is planned 
and will be carried into execution as fast as circumstances 
will permit. Elsewhere in this county little has been done. 



THE PRESENT OUTLOOK. 

Looking at the field as a whole, the prospect may be pro- 
nounced highly encouraging. In many places in the State ex- 
cellent results have already been attained in the face of diffi- 
oulties and discouragements of the gravest kind, and there is 
no evidence of any disposition on the part of those who are 
working in the field of sanitary improvement to abandon any 
part of the ground already occupied. On the contrary, the feel- 
ing is rather that of forgetting the things that are behind and 
proceeding to the conquest of the land that yet remains to be 
possessed. In many places in our state, too, there are men 
upon whom* past visitations of disease have made profound 
and abiding impressions; neither have the costly lessons 
taught to communities elsewhere been lost upon the sani- 
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tarians of Wisconsin. The speed and infallibility with 
which Small Pox spreads among an unprotected popu- 
lation, and the certainty with which it maybe prevented by 
vaccination; the value of isolation and disinfection in the 
control and suppression of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria; 
the frequent connection between a contaminated water sup- 
ply and outbreaks of Cholera, Dysentery and Typhoid; the 
ease with which wells, springs, and other ordinary sources 
of water supply may become contaminated, and the almost 
insuperable diflBculty of preventing such contamination 
wherever the ordinary privy system is used; the fouling of 
the soil by means of the deposits in vaults and cess-pools; 
all these and many other similar facts are becoming better 
and more widely known, and when they shall be generally 
known, and the incontrovertible evidence of the evils 
produced by them, which is now in the posses- 
sion of the comparatively few shall be laid before the many, 
as are the evils resulting from the use of liquors and narcot- 
ics, the sanitary millenium will be brought much nearer 
than it is at present. 



THE OBSTACLES IN THE WAY. 

It cannot be overlooked that the obstacles are many and' 
formidable, but none of them are insuperable. Many of 
them are pretty clearly shown if they are not expressly 
stated in the reports which we have quoted at length. Other 
grave difficulties are found in the inertia of human nature 
— the disinclination to change long established modes of 
life and habits even when the conditions are essentially 
changed, and the man is liable to suffer for want of adap- 
tation to his new environment. Fear of expense, and, on 
the part of many small property holders, of increased con- 
sequent taxation constitutes another obstacle to sanitary 
improvement, and so also do many social and political con- 
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siderations. Among these last may be reckoned the Amer- 
ican jealousy of anything like governmental interference 
with purely private matters, a feeling which in a modified 
form is shared by very many of our foreign-born citizens 
who have had practical experience of governmental over- 
sight and superintendence in their most objectionable forms, 
and comparatively little knowledge of such supervision ex- 
ercised for the general good of the body politic. Only the 
most scrupulous care on the part of our health officers will 
suffice to overcome this feeling of mistrust and suspicion 
concerning anything which looks like an invasion of the 
privacy which is the right of the humblest, and it should be 
made clear that all inquiries made and all restraints imposed 
are in the interest of all, and for the better protection of the 
life and health of the individual as well as for the advantage 
of the community as a whole. 

It seems a paradox, that the exceptional good health of 
the State for the past year should form an obstacle in the 
way of sanitary work. In the minds of many, however, the 
ideas of sanitary action and the existence of contagious dis- 
ease are inseparably connected, and the second being lack- 
ing, it is thought that there can be no occasion for the first. 
That this is a true statement of the feeling in many locali- 
ties is shown by the frequent answer to the question why 
work is not done i. e. because as there was no sickness of any 
kind in the town, the authorities did not see that anything 
was needed. It is quite true that the view thus taken is a 
wrong one, but that it is the view of a large proportion of 
those who form our local boards of health and act as health 
officers, is an indubitable fact and must be accepted and 
acted upon as such. 

There are other difficulties in the way of sanitary reforms 
which, while not as serious or as general as those already 
mentioned, are still grave enough to be of decided import 
ance. Among them are the lack of knowledge concemin 
the extent of their powers on the part of local health board 
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the dread of personal unpopularity as the penalty of action, 
the conviction that things are good enough as they are, and 
in some places, the constantly changing character of the 
population, which comes and goes as certain forms of local 
business are active or otherwise, and other obstacles still, too 
numerous to be here catalogued. But granting all these 
and giving full weight to all, the outlook is on the whole 
most promising. None of the hindrances named are any- 
thing more than hindrances, and persistent and vexatious 
though some of them may be, the work already accom- 
plished is the guarantee that, as time goes on, every one will 
be overcome. 

The following list of the more important cities and vil- 
lages in which some of the work alluded to has been done, 
will show the extent of the field in which sanitary improve- 
ment is even now being accomplished, and every one of 
these places forms a nucleus from which such improvement 
will spread, in the case of the larger cities almost perforce 
and as a matter of self-defense to the villages and towns sur- 
rounding them. For more convenient reference the list is 
alphabetically arranged. 

Beloit, Black River Falls, Boscobel, Brillion, Depere, 
Evansville, Fond du Lac, Fountain City, Grand Rapids, 
Green Bay, Hudson, Kewaunee, Kilbourne City, La Crosse, 
Lancaster, Marsh field, Menasha, Menomonee, Milton, 
Neenah, New London, Oconto, Oshkosh, Platteville, Plym- 
outh, Prairie du Chien, Racine, Sheboygan Falls, South 
Chippewa, Sparta, Sturgeon Bay, Two Rivers, Watertown 
Waupaca, Waupun, Whitewater, Wrightstown. 

It will be observed that the only section of the state that 
is not represented in the list as given is that which may be 
called the forest section, which includes the territory em- 
bracing the counties of Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, 
Chippewa, Florence, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Mari- 
nette, Oconto, Price, Shawano and Taylor, but even here 
there are quite a number of places where good work has 



294 Report of the 



Reports from Local Health Boards, 



been done, as at Commonwealth, Stiles, Jacobs, Fifield, and 
elsewhere. The points above specially referred to will be 
found, on examination to be, for the most part such, or so 
located as to make their sanitary condition a matter of some 
importance. Thus Black River Falls, Menomonee and 
Oconto are all important centers in lumbering operations. 
Fond du Lac is a point at which several important railroads 
converge; Hudson has importance by reason of its position 
on both railway and river thoroughfares. Kilbourne City 
is a place at which thousands of summer tourists annually 
congregate; Platte ville is the location of one of the Normal 
Schools; Beloit, Milton and Racine are the seats of colleges in 
addition to their importance in other respects, while nearly 
all the others have some characteristic of location or other- 
wise which renders their sanitary condition a matter which 
directly or indirectly affects many other localities. 



SPECIAL KEPOKT 

OF THE 

STATE VETERINARIAN 



Milwaukee, Oct. 19, 1885. 
To the State Board of Health: 

Gentlemen: — As requested I have the honor herewith to 
submit a special report giving facts relative to the condition 
of the lower animals liable to affect the general health of 
mankind. There is so much that is common to man and 
animal that any disease which affects the health of the ani- 
mal must have some bearing on the welfare of the human 
race, either by direct communication or through our food 
supply. During the five months that have elapsed since my 
appointment as state veterinarian I have received and an- 
swered 185 letters and made 71 investigations. 

Perhaps first in point of importance, both from danger of 
inoculation and in a pecuniary sense, should be considered 
Glanders. I have met with one case of inoculation to man 
during my brief oflBcial career. This disease has been found 
to exist and horses have been destroyed in the following 
counties viz: Ashland, Barron, Buffalo, Chippewa, Columbia,. 
Dane, Door, Eau Claire, Iowa, Monroe, Milwaukee, Trem- 
peauleau. Pierce and Waukesha. In all forty-one horses 
have been killed. 

In each case the disease has been stamped out as far as 
cases could be discovered. Reports of cases from new lo- 
calities are coming in constantly. Fully two-thirds of my 
correspondence is in relation to this disease. 

Extending as it does over so wide a territory both the dan- 
ger of infection and the difficulty of extermination are in- 
creased. It has undoubtedly existed in our state for years 
and has been gradually spreading. 

Anthrax among cattle in its different forms has appeared 
in Fond du Lao, Jefferson, Monroe and Waukesha Counties. 
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In each case the disease was of spontaneous origin and 
showed little disposition to spread. One case of inoculation 
from this disease came under my notice; it was contracted 
while skinning a diseased animal. 

TUBERCULOSIS OR LUNG CONSUMPTION IN CATTLE. 

My attention has been called to this disease in only two 
instances, one in Kenosha, the other in St. Croix County. 
In the former case one animal died, and in the latter two. 
I am not aprehensive of danger from this cause, as the pres- 
ent indications are that but few cases exist in our State. 

HOG CHOLERA OR, MORE PROPERLY, SWINE PLAGUE. 

Our meat supply is in some danger from this source. Ex- 
actly what the effect of eating the flesh of hogs suffering 
from this disease would be I am not prepared to say, but 
that it is unfit for food I think there can be no question. 

Experiments prove that sheep, rabbits, rats, and dogs, 
are susceptible to it. As I mentioned in a previous commu- 
nication it is the practice of some farmers to sell their hogs 
when in a diseased state. I have information of its pre- 
valence in the following counties viz: Buffalo, Columbia, 
Dane, Manitowoc and Rock. It no doubt exists in many 
other places. 

Hydrophobia has been reported to me only in two cases, 
once in Kenosha County and the other in Milwaukee. In 
the latter case several persons were bitten by the supposed 
rabid dog; fortunately as yet there have been no develop- 
ments. 

A herd of cattle in Green County were affected with a 
disease of the feet which closely resembled ergotism as it 
prevailed in Kansas in the Spring of 1884. 

About one hundred sheep affected with scab were brought 
into Fond du Lac County from Chicago, and were held in 
quarantine until all danger of contagion had disappeared. 

Respectfully submitted. 

V. T. ATKINSON, V. S. 

State Veterinarian. 
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